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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DIRECTORATE FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND SECURITY REVIEW
1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC.20301-1155

Ref: 00-F-0357

" 'Ms. Christine Spolar g fip
CBS News Vﬁ?Jt 4000
555 W. 57" st. - 8% Floor '
New York, New York 10019

Dear Ms. Spolar:

This is in response to your November 10, 1999, Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request, which was received in this
Directorate on November 12, 1999.

Mr. Robert L. Jones, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Affairs (DPMO), an Initial
Denial Authority, has provided the enclosed redacted documents as
responsive to your request. He has denied some of the redacted
information because it is currently and properly classified in
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) of Executive Order
12958. The denied portions concern foreign government
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential
sources. Other information has been denied pursuant to 50 USC
402 Note Section 6, for the protection of the National Security
Agency functions and information and 50 USC 403 (g) Section 6 of
‘the CIA Act of 1949 for the protection of CIA functions and
information, each determined to be a valid exemption three
statute as a result of litigation. Some information has been
withheld because its release would result in a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and would rekindle
anguish and grief on the part of family members of Lieutenant
Commander Speicher.

Accordingly, the redacted information within the enclosed
documents is withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552 (b) (1), (b) (3), and
(b) (6) . ' : :

Mr. Jones has denied approximately 470 pages in their
entirety, because they are currently and properly classified in
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) of Executive Order
12958. The denied information concerns foreign government
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential
sources. Additionally, letters to and from the widow of
Lieutenant Commander Speicher and her attorneys have been denied
in their entirety because their disclosure would result in a




clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy of an
individual.

Portions of the documents withheld in their entirety are
also exempt from release in accordance with 10 USC 424,
concerning the protection of organizational and personnel
information for the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National
Reconnaissance Office, and the National Imagery and Mapping
Office. Other portions are denied pursuant to 50 USC 402 Note
Section 6, for the protection of the National Security Agency
functions and information; 50 USC 403-3(c) (6) National Security
Act of 1947, Subsection 102(d) (3), as amended, for the protection
of intelligence sources and methods of the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA); and 50 USC 403(g) Section 6 of the CIA Act of 1949
for the protection of CIA functions and information, each
determined to be a valid exemption three statute as a result of
litigation. -

Accordingly, the information denied in its entirety has been
withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552(b) (1) and (b) (6). Portions of
these documents have also been withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552
(b) (3). '

You may appeal Mr. Jones’ decision to deny the information
by offering justification to support reversal of the initial
denial. Any such appeal should be postmarked within 60 calendar
days of the date above to the Directorate for Freedom of
Information and Security Review, Room 2C757, 1155 Defense
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1155. The envelope and the letter
should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal” or
“Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIA number assigned to
your request. ‘ '

There are no assessable fees for this response.

Sincerely,

"
H. 2. McI e

Directh
Enclosures: B
As stated
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NEW REVELATIONS ABROUT
MISSING PILOT

First Casualty of Gulf War fMlay Have Survived Crash

Aug. 2, 1999

By Tami Sheheri

WASHINGTON (APBNews.com) — The
U.S. Navy pilot whose mysterious 1991
disappearance as the first casualty of the

(95

Persian Gulf War s
in Congress and th
survived his plane

parked a controversy
e Pentagon may have |
crash in Iraq,

according to a Pentagon document
obtained by APBNews.com.

The new revelation comes in a memo
about Lt. Cmdr. Michael S. Speicher
authored by an assistant secretary of
defense. The memo provides previously

unpublished information about Speicher's condition immediately after
the crash, as well as about actions that may have been taken by the

Iraqis to alter evidence at the crash site.

Speicher, whose F-18 crashed in
western Iraq during the opening phase
of the war, became a cause for
MIA/POW advocates after secret
documents obtained from the Pentagon
by The New York Times in 1998
revealed that a U.S. spy satellite had

detected a man-made symbol near the crash site. Speicher is the
only U.S. casualty of that conflict whose remains have not been
d .

found.

The Times reported that shortly after the plane disappeared, some
military officials believed Speicher may have survived the crash and
that the government had a moral obligation to locate him. U.S.

F-18 jet fighter

Related Story:

PILOT'S WIDOW SUES. i
DEFENSE |
CONTRACTOR

FBIRELEASES SINATRA. _

CELEBRITIES

military authorities prepared to launch a secret mission to the site but A
abruptly canceled those plans. The full details of the affair have never r
been made public. i Choose r;l

Cut out of his flight suit

_ ' HISTORICAL FIGURES
The July 19, 1999, briefing memo by a S R S T e a ‘

Pros
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The July 19, 1999, briefing memo by a AR
deputy assistant secretary of defense : '
reports for the first time that after the ‘
wreckage of Speicher's plane was .

located, the Pentagon determined that the 33-year-old pilot had been
cut out of his flight suit. The memo said that the condition of the flight
suit and related equipment indicated that Speicher “was probably
severely injured or dead when these items were removed."

w ’ -

At the same time, the memo notes that “the flight suit was lying on
the surface with minimal evidence of weathering and minimal -
adherent soil" - conditions that suggest that the suit was placed
there after having been stored somewhere else in Iraq.

“This is a breakthrough," said Dolores Alfond, national chairwoman of
the National Aliiance of Families for the Retumn of America's Missing
Servicemen (NAF RAMS), an advocacy group for the return of
missing servicemen. “Saddam Hussein could be holding a live POW.
If they have the flight suit, he's got to have been in it." The Defense
Department memo noted that the flight suit and life-support
equipment may have been moved after the crash — suggesting that
Iragis may have tampered with the physical evidence at the crash
site. ; -

Change in official status?

Until this spring, Defense Department
officials still insisted they did not know if
there was enough evidence to change
Speicher's official status from “killed in
action" to “missing in action.”

In March, Sens. Bob Smith, R-N.H., and
Rod Grams, R-Minn., requested that .
Speicher's official status of killed in 2
action, body not recovered (KIA-BNA) be ik i :
changed to missing in action, which U.S. Navy
would reflect doubt as to whether he F-18s launch off Navy
survived the crash. 4 carrier. :

MUSTANG

According to published reports, the senators were informed March 12
by the Defense Department's POW-Missing Personnel Office that
“we don't know" if Speicher may have survived the crash, based on
evidence available.

Not Speicher's body : ‘ o co 1; pa
. f 0 rng co
After the war ended and in an act that further complicated the case, offers and failing to
the Iraqis handed over remains they claimed belonged to Speicher, o disc e
but DNA tests and blood typing proved that they were not his. Foi e coow OF

e S I it 0 8 g 00 i VOB

At the time, Army Gen. John Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert
operation into Iraq to search for information concerning the crash and
Speicher. Reports say he decided the special operation was too

dangerous to put othér soldiers at risk for a 3-year-old crash. Instead, - ‘metg};gc‘jmbgcsi%s

a Pentagon/Red Cross team arranged a search effort with Hussein's were found in a

permission, but by the time they arrived, the site had been unglelike area of

excavated. . southwest Florida |
may have been tied ;

Tami Sheheri is an APBNews.com staff writer (tami.sheheri@apbnews.com). ) ’ te}‘r’er‘gsbreig‘ked '

| 84 ngled; stz

nd'worse.

3 fro
Weirsdzle, Fla.,
vl since.‘July 12, 1999.‘
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OFﬁlCE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
’ 2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

119 JuL g0
In revly refer to:

Dear

The Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Persomnel Office (DPMO; secks wo improve
responsiveness to the families and their organizaticns. That is why | requested your
questions in advance of the Annual Govemment Briefings on current accounting
initiatives. | had hoped 1o provide Yyou specifics at the Junc 19 mecting. Unfortunately,
due to the compiexity of the questions und my desire to ensure accuracy, | granted my
stafT additional time to formulate comprehensive answers for your membars,

Attached you will find answers to your questions. Pleasc do not hesitate to call my
office to seek additional clarification on the materiaf | have provided vou,

_ Siﬁt.fﬂ)’-\

ssistent Secrctary of Defense
VMissiag Persanne! Aflairs)

Attachments;
As stated

(ﬁ@v‘“‘

last>> next>
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continue to require further effort, To move this process aloag, 8 number of initiatives
were discussed with Czoch officials,

Over the course ofdne]myarmda half, JCSD persomne] have boen given acces to plf
Hungar?an atchives requested. Thus far, we have reviewed archived documents of the

many documents were either teken to the Soviet Union after the Hungarian Uprising in
1956 or destro o4 during the fall of tha Communist regime in 1989,

Question 3: A bricfing on the POW/MIA missiag from the Gull War iacluding an update
oa the Spiccher ease,

ANSWER: There were 13 sérvicemen Killed-in-sctionBody-not recoverad.

USAF AC-130 Over Water Loss 10 KIA/BNR

USN  FrA-18 t KIA/ENR,
USN A6 Over Water Loss [ KIA/BNR
USN  F/a-18 | KIA/BNR

Speicher, Michael S, LCOR,USN  F-18 17 Jan 91 KIA-BNR
Stitt an on-going iavestigation:

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speiches was shot down over Irag while fiyinp @ Suppression
of enermy air defense (SEAD) miesion west of Baghdad. A10352 houwrs, encther pilot
operating in the vieinity of LCDR Speicher’s loss location reported observing an
explosion he deseribed as an ajrcrafy being hit by en gir-to-air missile. He estimated the

. positios and altitude as 330N 0422CE and 24,000 feer. Heporting indicates 3 MIG-25

FOXBAT active in the srca at the tims of this izcident. No radio cails or beepers were
heard and no signals were observed. ’

' Upon completion of the strike group's mission, seurch and rescue (SAR) forces were

alerted and possible divert airfields were contacted with negative results. LCDR
Spricker™s crash site was not Iocated prior to termination of Operation Desert Storm.
Upon texmitation of combat operations in Iraq, the Government of Iraq retumed remains
puepartedly essocisted wita LCDR Speicher 10 U.S. Govemment contrel. These remains
were later determined not to correlate to LCDR Speicher through bload typing and DNA
awslysis. Following up on a lead obtained through intelliger:ce sources, LCDR.
Speichee’s crash site was Tocated in April 1994, An ICRC team excavated this crash site
At 3301 14N 0421528E in December 1995, ‘

S prev <<first last>> next>
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During the excavation, wreckage sssociated with LCDR Spcicher's aircraft wag
discovered. The team noted 2 large backfl) pile present in the area where the cockpit
would have been located, indicating & previous unilaieral excavation, in addition, the

tcem discovered 2 U.S. NOMEX Qight suit spproximately 3.5 kilomcters northeast of the .

crush site, The flight suit was lying on the surface with minimal evidence of weathering
and minimal adherent soil. The team also discovered pilot life Suppart cquipment and g
20mm shell approximately 1 kilometer eist of the flight suit. The condition of flight suit
aad pilot reluted materisls, the method in which they were found, and the presence of the
20mm shell indicate thst these items may net have originated where they were recovered.

Material analysis of thc aircraft wreckage indicates a catastrophic cvent occurred in the
forward part of the sircraft resulting in a power loss and a short duration fire. Indications
are that LCDR Speicher then jettisoned the canopy, possibly during the ejection
sequence. Analysis of the Rlight suit and life suppodt equipinent indicates these items
were cut off the pilot. The condition of the flight suit and life support equipmient
suggests (be pilot was probably severely injured or dead when these items were removed,

Question 4: An updatc on the progress ruade in the declassificaiion of documenitation
ralating to POW/MIAs from WW I, the Karcan War, the Cold Wer and Victnam War,
How many documents still remain classified froms the different Wars in csch Agency??
a. CIA b. DIA c. NSA d.NSC e. NRO f£.CIO
£. Amy intelligence b. Air Force Iniclligence i. Navy Iniclligence
j. Pepantment of State k. White Housc

ANSWER: DPMO coniinucs to review for doclassification erchival as well as
ceniemparary documents pertaining to unaccounted for persony.

For almost a decade, sinee 1991, Fovemment agencies have made a good faith affart
o ‘ocatc and relcase POW/MIA documents. Those located have been declassified
and released. While sdditions] collections may still be found we believe most of the
major collections huve been reviewed. DPMO continucs (o scarch worldwide, When
we find records we copy them and add them to the cstablished collcctions.

* Wehave excelienr coaperation with courierpart declassification teams throughout _
DoD amd Exccutive branch departments. Virtually all docuroents accessed have been
reviewed for dectassification and made public o are preseatty being systematicaily
reviewed for multi-agency equitics. The process may be slow, but it is consistent. and
produces results. :

Y World Warll: A significant effort 1o retrieve WW I records is underway in Eostern
Europe. JCSL) currently monitors an NGO contract with KARTA in Poland and the
Romanian government has provided DPMO with B0 pages of Romanian ceraetery
schematics, which indicate burial plat locations of US and English service members,
Thesc documents are under review, DPMO also has acecss o 4 WWIi! databasc
compiled by the American Battlefield Monuments Conmission (AUMC) after war.

< prev << first
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Response to Query of Jan 8,1999
Florida Times Union
Re Michael Speicher

Q1. What is the Pentagon’s position on what happened to him (Speicher)? Does DoD
believe he died in the shootdown or that he survived and died sometime thereafter?

Al. There is no evidence to demonstrate that Lieutenant Commander Spexcher survived
his loss incident or was ever captured or held as a POW.
(questions regarding radios and ejection seat survivability should be answered by the

Navy)

Q. Does the Department of Defense believe that a failure of the Motorola
AN/PRC-112 radio played any role in LCDR Speicher’s death?

A. There is no evidence to indicate LCDR Speicher’s radio played any role in his fate.
. (See also answer #1)

Vic:

These answers have the coordination of DPMO, including the Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Jones.

Please ensure Commander Laurie van Buskirk is aware. She is the point of contact in the
Navy for this issue, and has been with us at every step of the way as this progressed.

She is in the Office of the Asst Secretary of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs.
Sorry I don’t have her phone number.

Larry
602-1245



Navy Asked To Change Pilot's Status

.c The Associated Press
By ROBERT BURNS

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two senators asked Nawy Secretary Richard Danzig on Friday to change the Péntagon's official
““finding of death” for a Naw pilot shot down in the opening hours of the 1991 Gulf War to “missing in action," reflecting
- evdence of doubt about whether he sunived the crash.

Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher of Jacksonwille, Fla., went missing when his Naw F-18 Homet was shot down on Jan. 16, 1991, in
an air-to-air battle with an Iraqi fighter jet. He was the first American lost in the war and the last still unaccounted for.

“We believe that the justification for the finding of death determination in May 1991 is no Iongef valid and conclusive,” Sens.
Bob Smith, R-N.H., and Rod Grams, R-Minn., wrote in the letter to the Naw's top civilian leader. : :

Tne late Adm. Mike Boorda, then the chief of naval operations, approved the ofﬁdial “finding of death” on May 22, 1991. That
action changed his official status from missing in action to killed in action.

In September 1998, following efforts by Smith and Grams to leam more about what the U.S. intelligence agencies knew of .
Speicher’ fate, the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence was given a classified chronology of the intelligence agencies'
activities on the matter. ' ' ' :

“"We strongly believe that the information contained therein supports the requeét we are making of you with this letter,” Smith
and Grams told Danzig. They did not cite any specific evidence, which is classified secret.

The senators said they were informed on March 12 by the Defense Department's POW-Missirig Personnel Office that its
position on whether the available evidence indicates Speicher perished in the crash of his plane is ““we don't know."

In light of that, Speicher's status should be changed to missing in action — "'a status that more-accurately reflects the
available evidence and provides a presumptive “benefit of the doubt' to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher," the letter said.

“We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher and his family," the senators wrote.

Capt. Craig Quigley, spokesman for Danzig, said Friday evening he was not sure whether Danzig had seen the letter yet but
that the Naw chief would act as quickly as possible to address the senators' concems.

Smith and Grams hawe said before that Pentagon officials initially told them there was no evidence to indicate that Speicher
could have sunived the crash. However, in May 1994 — more than three years after Speicher went missing — Pentagon
officials indicated in a secret memorandum that a U.S. spy satellite had photographed 'a ““manmade symbol” at the crash site

earlier that year. Some military officers said they interpreted the symbol as a sign that the Naw pilot might have sunived the
crash.

Speicher was the only American killed on Iraqi territory whose remains were not recovered.

A plan was devised in 1994 to conduct a covert operation into iraq to search the crash site for clues to Speichers fate, but it
was scrapped in December 1994 by Amy Gen. John Shalikashvili, then the chaimman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The general
ruled that the risk of casualties was too high to justify the secret mission. '

In 1995, U.S. crash site specialists from the Defense Department, working with the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross,
entered Iraq with President Saddam Hussein's permission. When they got to the crash site they found it had been excavated,



From: o RJDES@aol.com

Sent: Friday, August 06, 1999 5:18 AN

To: destatter@osd.pentagon.mil

Subject: New Revelations about Missing Guif War Pilot
FYI. rjd

—original follows—-
New Revelations about Missing Gulf War Pilot

WASHINGTON (APBNews.com)— The US Navy pilot whose mysterious 1991
disappearance as the first casualty of the Persian Gulf War Sparked a
controversy in

Congress and the Pentagon, may have survived his plane crash in Iraq.

Lt. Cmdr. Michael S. Speicher, whose F-18 Crashed in western Iraq, became a
Cause for MIA-POW advocates after secret documents obtained from the Pentagon
in 1998 revealed that a US spy satellite detected a man-made symbol near the
crash site. Speicher is the only US Casualty of that conflict whose remains

have not been found.

Butin a July 19 briefing memo to the National Alliance of Families for the
Retum of America's Missing Servicemen (NAFRAMS), 3 deputy assistant
Secretary of defense confirmed that after the wreckage of Speichers plane
was located, the Pentagon determined that the 33-year-od pilot was cut out
of his flight suit. The Memo said that the condition of the flight suit and

"This is g breakthrough," said Dolores Alfond, national chairwoman of
NAFRAMS, an advocacy group for the return of missing servicemen. “Saddam
Hussein could be holding a live POW. If they have the flight suit, he's got

to have been in jt." ,

The Defense Depadment memb noted that the flight suit and life-support
équipment may have been moved after the crash -- suggesting that Iraqgis may
have tampered with the physical evidence at the crash site.

Change in official status?

Until this spring, Defense Department officials still insisted they did not
know if there was enough evidence to change Speicher's official status from
“killed in action” to "missing in action."




Not Speicher's body

After the war ended and in an act that further complicated the case, the

Iraqis handed over remains they claimed belonged to Speicher, but DNA tests
and blood - )

typing proved that they were not his.

At the time, Army Gen. John Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert
operation into Iraq to search for information conceming the crash and
Speicher. Reports say he

decided the special operation was too dangerous to put other soldiers at risk
for a 3-year-old crash. Instead, a Pentagon-Red Cross team arranged a search
effort with Hussein's permission, but by the time they armived, the site had
"been excavated.
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Speicher
Inquiry may
go forward

By John Friz

Times-Union staff wriler

After a classified briefing by
Pentagon  officials Yesterday,
US. Sen. Bob Smith, R-N.H..
believes a Senate 1nquiry into
the downing of e Jacksonville-
based FA-18 pilot during the
Gulf War is still warranted.

Despite the 90-minute session,

also zttended by fellow Sen.
Rod Grams, B-Minn., Smith
‘Still has some concerns,"” said
His spokeswoman, Lisa Hara-
son. She said the senator could
not elaborate.

.The Senate Select Committee
qn latelligence has agreed to

ibvestigate the case of Navy Lt.

Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher,
whose remains never were
found but who was declared
dead after the war.

Smith and Grams requested
the inquiry, saying recent press
accounts raise ‘serious ques-
tions as to whether both of us

~

16 DEC 97 PG A7

may have been misled by the
administration”  in previous
queries.

The senators are interested in
what s known about the fete of
Speicher, a fizhter-bomber pilot
from Ceci] Fieid Neval Ajr Sta.

" tion and the only US senvdice

man unaccounted for i Iraq.

in 2 jetter (o the cheirman of
the intelligence commitiee, Sen.
Richard Shelby, R.Ala. the sen-
alors said they. previous!y had
been told there was no ¢vicgence
U indicate Speicher mizht have
sSurvivec .

But  recent Teports o The

“New York Times cjte Pentegon

documents thst say & sSpy satel-
lite “"detected & man-made sym-
bol! in the ares of the ejection:
seat,” the senators sajg.

The newspaper also reported
that some senior military off3-
cers thought Speicher might
have survived. but & cover op-
eration w search the crash site
was scrubbed in 1994 by the
thenchairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staf& retired Gen.
Johr Shalilksshvil;

The pilot's «idow, who has
since remarried. hag deciined
inferviews. Hig cousin, Bill
Speicher of Jacrsenville, would
like @ more complete report.



NEW YORK TIMES
Is Search for Missing-
Too Risky for Soldiers?
To the Editor:

A Dec. 7 front-page article reports
the decision by Gen. John M. Shali-

Dec.

14,

1997 Pg. IV-12

kashvili, then chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, not to allow a 1994
secret mission to Iraq to bring back a
Navy pilot missing in the Persian
Gulf war because it would be too
risky.

Special-operations soldiers would

have been willing to volunteer for
the mission, despite the possibility of
losing their own lives. It has always
been an unwritten code of the mili-
tary that we do not leave our people
behind. .

H those who serve our country
cannot feel that all efforts will be
made o extricate them, if neces-
sary, from enemy territory, our best
service people will leave.

Some of today’s military leaders
appear too timid to uphold this basic
doctrine. The civilian leaders who
certify such decisions are equally at
fault. As graduates of the service
academies, we recall an old saying
in the military: Loyalty down breeds
loyalty up. Some of our leaders don't
seem (o understand the meaning of
that. JOHN F. FLANAGAN

ERIC D. ROSEN

New York, Dec. 11, 1997

The writers are, respectively, a re-
tired Air Force Reserve brigadier
general and a former Navy lieuten
ant. :
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December 13,

1967 Pg. 11

What risks to recover a long-dead U.S. pilot?

Two days befere Gen. John Shalikashvili was confirmed as
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1993, U.S. Army Rangers
were pinned down in the streets of Mogadishu. Eighteen were
killed and 75 were wounded because they refused to abandon the
body of a dead helicopter pilot.

It was an extraordinary display of courage. But.many non-
Rangers asked themselves if the recovery of one dead American
was worth the creation of 18 more dead Americans. The Rangers
and the Marines are steeped in a stern military tradition of never,
ever abandoning a fallen comrade - even if it'means risking or
sacrificing more lives. That is a bedrock value of these elite units.
But should it be the policy of the entire U.S. military? ,

The question came up again, soon after the debacle at Moga-
dishu, when an Arab hunting party reported finding the wreckage
of a Navy warplane about 100 miles southwest of Baghdad. It had
been flown by Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher, who had been listed
as killed in action nearly three years earlier after being shot down
over Iraq in the first hours of the Persian Gulf War. The Pentagon
began making plans to enter Iraq covertly and sift through the
crash site for Speicher's remains.

But Shalikashvili reportedly vetoed this operation, saying, "I
do not want to have to write the parents and tell them their son or
daughter died looking for old bones.” By the time a Pentagen

tcam was able to examine the site - with Iraq's permission - the

wreckage had been thoroughly scavenged by the Iraqis.
Speicher's remains have never been recovered.
Shalikashvili, wio recently retired tc a home in Steilacoom,

-has come under attack for his decision. Some of.the critics be-

lieve the dangers involved in trying to recover Speicher's body
from hostile territory were low enough to justify the operation.
Others believe the operation should have been undertaken regard-
less of the danger.

Bear in mind, though, that it was also on Shalikashvili's watch
that the military took great risks to rescue Capt. Scott O'Grady
after the Air Force pilot was shot down over Serb-held territory in
Bosnia in 1995. Those risks were fully justified by the prospect of
keeping O'Grady out of the hands .of brutal thugs. But risks were
not taken on behalf of another pilot who was almost certainly
long since deceased. From this comner, thé logic appears sound:
Rangers and Marines aside, the military's responsibility to its
dead does not override its responsibility to the living.




NEW YORK TIMES

Dec. 12,

Senate to Review Fate of Gulf
War Pilot Downed Over Iraq

By TIM WEINER

WASHINGTON - At ihe
request of two senators whio siv
the Pentagon may have misled
them, the Senate Sclect Com-
mittee on Intelligence will in-
quire into the fate of the only
Persian Gulf war pilot who
remains unaccounted for. intel-
ligence commitee staff mem-
bers said on Thursdav.

The senators, Rod Grams of
Minnesota and Rabert C. Smith
‘of New Hampshire. both Re-
publicans, asked the committec
to look into what U.S. intelh-
gence services know about the
disappearance  of Navv LI

Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher,
the first American 1o fall in the
aulf war.. .

Listed as missing in action
after his plane crashed, the pilot
was never heard from again. He
was soon listed as “killed in
action -- body not recovered.”
But Pentagon officials told The
New York Times last week that
they do not know whether he
could have ejected and sur-
vived.

In a letter to the chairman of
the intelligence committee, Sen.
Richard Shelby, R-Ala., the
senators said they "may have
been nusled” by Pentagon offi-

~cials who had previously told

1997

them “that there was no evi-
dence which indicated Com-
mander Speicher (pronounced
spiker) may have survived.”

In an interview, Smith --
who has a longstanding interest
in American soldiers thought to
be prisoners of war or missing
in action -- said that he had
been asking Defense Depart-
ment officials about Speicher
for two vears.

In 1995, he said, he was told
unofficially  “that there  was
intelligence that indicated that
Speicher may have e¢jected”
from his F-18 fighter jet betore
it crashed in western Iraq dur-
ing the first hours of the war.

* Smith said he received a
classified  Pentagon  briefing
about Speicher in  January
1996. He smid he came away
from the briefing believing that
there was no chance Speicher
could have ¢jected. that the

Pentagon had never planned a
coverl operation to scarch the
crash site, and that there was no
evidence that the pilot could
have sent. a distress signal to
rescuers after his crash.

But according 10 Pentagon
documents and Pentagon offi-

cials interviewed last week.
there was a  chance  that
Speichér could have e¢jecied

and survived: there was a plan -
- never executed -- 10 launch a
covert mission to search the
crash site; and there was some
kind of "man-made symbol” at
the crash site, which was de-
tected by a ‘Pentagon spy sai-
ellite in 1994,

"Apparently 1 was misled.”
Smith said on Thursday.

Grams, prompted by mem-
bers of a Minnesota prisoners-
of-war and missing-in-action
advocacy group, wrote the
Pentagon twice this year about

Speicher. In & second leuer.
seeking a clartfication e ashed
if "any symbols were found in
the area” where Speicher's
planc crashed. Downed pilots
are taught to make a specific
symbol seeking assistance from
rescuers -~ or any Kind of sym-
bol that can be read from the
sky as a cry for help.

_ Pentagon officials wrote
back to the senator saying that
their investigation had found
“no symbols that correlate 10
civilian or military  distress
symbols or evasion codes.”

But in a secret memorandum
dated May il, 1994, mare than
three years after the plane went
down, Pentagon officials noted
that a U.S. spy satellite had
photographed “"a man-made
symbol” at the crash site earlier
that year. Although it was not
the distress symbol Speicher
had been trained to make, some
military officers said they inter-
preted it as a sign that he might
have survived.

The intelligence committee's
inquiry will probably be limited
to a review of U.S. intelligence

files on the case. It would not
re-examine the question of why
the Pemtagon rejected a secret
plan to search the crash site
three years ago. intelligence
commitiee staff members indi-
cated. They said that the issue
was best left for the committees
overseeing the armed services.

Speicher went down in a
dogfight with TIraqi jets, the
only such incident of the gulf
war. The incident raised several
other disquieting issues.

Though Navy officials say

they may never know precisely
what happened to his plane. a
felow Navy pilot detected the
Iragi MIG-25 that Navy offi-
cials say might have later hii
Speicher's plane with an air-to-
air missile. But the pilot was
not allowed to fire on the Iraqi
jet without clearance from an
Air Force AWACS radar plane.
The AWACS -- which stands
for  airborne - warning-and-
control system -- could not
identify the Iraqi jet as the en-
emy. Minutes later, Speicher's
plane exploded.
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Senate Inquiry
On Fate of Pilot
Lost Over Iraq

By TIM WEINER

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11 — At the
request of two Senators who say the
Pentagon may have misled them, the
Senate Select.Committee on Intelli-
gence will inquire into the fate of the
only Persian Gulf war pilot who re-
mains unaccounted for, committee
staff members said today. . _

The Senators, Rod. Grams of Min-
nesota and Robert C. Smith of New
Hampshire, both Republicans, asked
the committee to look into what the
intelligence services know about the
disappearance of Navy Lieut. Cmdr.
Michael Scott Speicher, the first
American to fall in the gulf war.

Listed as missing in action after
his plane crashed, the pilot was nev-
er heard from again. He was soon
listed as ‘“’killed in action — body not
recovered.” But Pentagon officials
told The New York Times last week
that they do not know whether he
could have ejected and survived.

In a letter to the chairman of the
- intelligence committee, Sen. Richard
C. Shelby, Republican of Alabama,
the Senators said they ‘“may have
been misled’” by Pentagon officials
who previously told them “that there
was no evidence which indicated
Commander Speicher may have sur-
vived.”

In an interview, Senator Smith
said that for two years he had been
asking Defense Department officials
about Commander Speicher (pro-
nounced spiker).

In 1995, he said, he was told unoffi-
cially “that there was intelligence
that indicated that Speicher may |
have ejected” from his F-18 fighter |:
jet before it crashed in western Iraq
during the first hours of the war.

Senator Smith said he received a
classified Pentagon briefing in Janu-
ary 1996 and came away believing
there was no chance Commander
Speicher could have ejected.

But according to Pentagon docu-
ments and Pentagon officials inter-
viewed last week, there was a chance
that Commander Speicher could
have ejected and survived; there
was a plan — never executed — to
launch a covert mission to search the
crash site; and there was some kind
of “man-made symbol’"at the crash
site, which was detected by a Penta-
gon spy satellite in 1994.

‘“Apparently 1 was misled,” Sena-
tor Smith said today. =~
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iZADLIKE: U.S. Pilot Abandoned in Iraq
S0DY :

NEARLY SEVEN years after Navy pilot Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher

-anished in Iraq during the first hours of the Persian Gulf War, the U.S.
rovernment still does

n't know if he is dead, alive or even a prisoner of Saddam
ussein. ) :

The Pentagon's shamefully long-delayed and timid efforts to find Speicher
‘zre reported last Sunday in the New York Times. According tc the Times, some
‘snior military officers helieve the 33-year-old Speicher may have ejected
‘rom his F-18 and survived, but a secret mission to retrieve evidence from the
‘'rzsh site years later was scrubbed because top Pentagon officials were afraid
I Try.

Last week retired Gensral John M. Shalikashvili,
~iefs of Staff, explained the decision not to send specially trained troops to
ne crash site in 1994, three years. after the crash. ''There was no overwhelming
d to put o at risk to covertly search a three-year-old crash

for the safety of the troops is laudable. But the

xnzed not LU go into a defeated Irag in search of the downed pilot
fcur tter trhe last shots were fired reflected an unseemly

usness emong the top brass that could chill other soldiers, sailors,

énd Merines

sent in harm's way.
There is a long and honorable American militar
take every reasonable risk to recover fallen c
2t officers were ignored who insisted the
Speicher, whether he was dead or alive.

y code that requires commanders
omrades from the battlefield.
y had a moral obligation to go after

finally went into Irag in December 1995, -- with
crash site had been scavenged.

former chairman of the Joint -
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20DY:
No Search for Gulf War Pilot

The nation's highest ranking military of
into Iraq to search for a Navy pilot who cres

saying the mission wasn't worth the risk,

Some senior officials said they had a moral onlig
Ylichael Speicher back dead or alive, and some
lot might have survived. He was the fi:
: only ono se fate remains unknow:n.

WO

Special-oparations soldiers had plannec & seoio7 missiz:to soour
clues. Znc although some said the chanceas :

Zor
_e&ders balked, fearing the risks outweighed t}

In 1894, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of
opted against the proposed secret mission, the n=
decision was made in 1995 by Secretary of Defen
option was effectively killed when Shalikashvili »r=
"There was no overwhelming need to put our soldiers at ri
i-year-old crash site, " Shalikashvili, now retire<, said
newspaper. - ) )
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NEW YORK -- The nation's highest-ranking military officer scrapped a covert
)peration into Irag to search for a Navy pilot who crashed during the war,
jaying the mission wasn't worth the risk, The New York Times reported Sundeay.

Some senior officials said they had a morzl obligation to bring Lt. Cmcr.
‘icheel Speicher back dead or alive, and some thought the 33-year-old F-18
'ilot might have survived. He was the first American lost in the 1991 Persian
vlf ¥ar and the only one whose fate remains unknowrn.

Spacial-operations soldiers planned & secret mission to search the site for
itues. And although some said the chances of success were nigh, Pentagon lsaders
alked, fearing the risks outweighed the rewards, the newscgeper said. )

1994, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
d against the proposed secret mission, =

Although & final decision was made in 166%
#rry, the militery option was effectively i1}
i December 19G4. :

"There was no overwhelming need to put our soldiers at risk to covertly
=arch a 3-year-old crash site," Shalikashviii, now retirecd, said in a statement
o the newspaper on Friday. "To send Americ:z's sons and daughters into harm's
3y 1s the most serious recommendation a militery leader can make. This is a
zcred trust."

But other ' officers said the responsibility to lcck for z fallen comrade
itweighed the risk of casualties.

" said Stan Arthur, a
¢ navel forcz:z during the Gulf War.
‘ou lese one of your own, you go beck and finzZ him. "

"Tha warriors believed they had a re
stired four-star admiral who led allie

Shalikashvili's decisicn
v2¢ with 3Saddam Hussein pe:
the site had already been excavat mcsT lik
while the Pentagon searched for the safes- route o the

Searchers still do not know if he bailed ocut of ris plans successfully or if
could have survived the crash.

He 1s classified as killed in action, body unreccvered. Speicher was the
ly American killed on Iraqi territory whose remains were rnot recovered.

NGUAGE: ENGLISH

AD-DATE: December 9, 1997
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Missing pilet’s
cousin wants
full accounting

By John Fritz
Timas-Unwon staff writer

K there were & chonce Mi-
chaol Scott Speicher survived
the downing of his Jacksouville-
based Ni:y;’i jes over Iraq, the
military an obligation to go
* after him, 8 relative gaid yes-
terday after a repart the Penta-
gon acrubbed a covert search.

“It  wouldn't
furprise me ia

the least o

know our gov-
.emment decided
be was possibly
alive but didn't
, q want to risk any

. &R more people or
Spelcher gk an incident
over one person,” said the pi-
lot's cougin, Bill Speicher of
Jacksonville, B

The New York Times reported
Sunday that the natioa’s high-
estranking - military  officer
scrubbed a covert operation to
search for Lt. Cmdr. Speicher
after the Pentegon learned
where his FA-18 fighter-bomber
craghed.

“There was no overwhelming
need to put our soldiers at risk
to covertly gearch u 3-pearold
crash gite,” retired Gen. John
Skalilenshvili, the former chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, told the Times. -

But some senjor officers said
they hed a moral obligation to
find Speicher, dead or alive,
and some thought he might
iiia-vc survived, the paper report-

-

Speicher, whn was based at
Cecil Field Naval Air Stotion,
officially is listed 28 killed ig
action. He is the.only US. ser-
viceman lost in Iraq whose re-
mains have not been recovered.
Instesd of the covert military
operation, a Pentagon team
woczl-hng with the Red Cross
and with Iraq’s cooperation
searched the gite in December
1995, The site, however, had
been excavated by the time
they got there.

“If there wss any chance he
was alive, I think the American
military owed that to him,” Bill
Speicher said of a foll military
search. “T'd ke to have a more
complete report of what the
Navy knows or doesn't know.”
Bl Speicher is the pilot’s
only relative in Jacksonville

. His mother and father both are

dead; his widow is rememried
and hss not commented on the
e A



Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office

Subject Gulf War Cases with the Status Killed in Actlon/Body Not Recovered (KIA/BNR)

From the moment that Pre51dent Bush committed U.S. forces to Operation “Desert

Storm”, the Joint Force Commander established a smooth functioning Joint Search and Rescue
‘Center, which directly contributed to there being no unaccounted for service personnel from this
conflict. . This significant accomplishment proved the importance of specially trained units,
dedicated to conduct rescue operations. There are, however, 13 individuals, lost in four
incidents, whose final status is listed as KIA/BNR. Three of these cases involve overwater losses
“where a significant search and rescue effort was expended. The final result of these rescue
efforts was a determination that it is not possible to recover the remains. The DPMO continues
to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation of remains involving the
overland case.

The purpose of this paper ié to provide the status of each case from the Gulf War where
individuals are declared KIA/BNR. The following is a brief synopsis of each case: :

1. Fourteen men were Killed in Action when a USAF AC-130 crashed in the Persian Gulf, off
the Saudi/Kuwaiti Coast, on 31 January 1991.
Extensive SAR efforts at the time failed to locate
any wreckage or survivors. After the war, part of -
the wreckage was located on the edge of the
continental shelf and the remains of four crewman
were recovered. Recovery efforts for the remaining
- 2 : 10 crewmembers’ remains were called off for
safety reasons after the portion of the aircraft containing the remains went over the edge of
the shelf and settled in water too deep to allow a safe recovery of the remains. Individuals

listed as KIA/BNR are:
Maj P.J. Weaver Capt A. Galvan 1Lt T.C. Bland
SMSGT P.G. Buege MSGT J.B. May TSGT R.K. Hodges
SSGT J. Oelschlager SSGT J. Blessinger . SSGT T.R. Harrison

SSGT B.M. Clarke

Published by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office ‘ ' (703) 602-2102
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense/International Security Affairs
Washington, DC 20301-2400 . Dec. 09, 1997



2. LCDR B.T. Cooke and LT P.K. Connor’ s A-6 crashed in the waters off Kuwait City on 2 Feb
1991. SAR forces found no evidence of survivors, only some aircraft wreckage floating on
the surface of the water. LT Connor’s remains eventually washed ashore and were recovered.
LCDR Cooke’s remains and the wreckage of the A-6 were never located. The Navy has
declared him lost at sea, KIA-BNR.

3. LTR.J. Dwyer’s F/A-18 was returning from a combat mission when it crashed in the Persian
Gulf on 5 February 1991. At the time of his loss, he was in allied controlled waters and
being tracked by Navy radar. An extensive search of the loss site failed to locate him or his
remains. Hypoxia is suspected as to the cause of the mishap. The Navy has declared LT
Dwyer lost at sea, KIA-BNR.

4. LCDR M.S. Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft was shot down, 17 January 1991, the first night of the
Persian Gulf War. His crash site was located west of Baghdad in 1994. In December 1995,
the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched investigators from the United States Army
Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii, and from the United States Navy to J ordan to form
‘the nucleus of an investigative team led by the International Committee of the Red Cross.

The team entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iragi Government, located the crashsite,

and thoroughly investigated the site. Based on evidence they recovered, the determination of
KIA/BNR provides an accurate accounting status as determined by the individual Service
Secretary. DPMO continues to work through the International Committee of the Red Cross
with the Iraqi Government to resolve this case fully.

Published by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office (703) 602-2102
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense/International Security Affairs
Washington, DC 20301-2400 : Dec. 09, 1997
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Culf War’s First U.S. Casualty

- Leaves Lasting Trail of Mystery
- Jet Ruins Were Found

A DOWNED PILOT Lieut. Comdr. Mi-
chael Speicher vanished in a gulf
war crash. Fear of risks kept the
Pentagon from the site, where the
F-18’s canopy (below) remained,
and apparently Iraq got there first.

IR
 Site of crash -

", 'SAUDI -

. ARABIA- o
Tiot i iRoute o
AIRSTRIp Planned
©oe L e ission

' DECEMBER 1993 Remains of
the plane are found. No:sig
" .. of pilot. : )

. FEBRUARY 1995 Troops trai
. for mission; never executed,: "
- “to scour the,crash‘.Site.‘ <

but the Pilot’s Fate
Is Still Unknown

‘By TIM WEINER

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 — Four
years ago, a hunter looking for wild
game in western Iraq stumbled
across the ruins of an American
fighter jet.

It was the missing Navy F-18 pi-
loted by Lieut. Comdr. Michael Scott
Speicher, the first American lost in
the 1991 Persian Gulf war, and the
only one whose fate remains un-
known. The Pentagon, alerted by the
hunter, sent a spy satellite over the

crash site. It ““detected a man-made |

symbol in the area of the ejection
seat,” Pentagon documents say.

Some senior officers thought Com-
mander Speicher might have sur-
vived the crash. They said they had a
moral obligation to bring him back,
dead or alive, no matter how long it
took. So special-operations soldiers
planned a secret mission to scour the
site for clues. Their chances of suc-
cess were high, they said, and the
risks of an Iraqi response very low.
But the Pentagon’s leaders balked,
fearing that the risks outweighed the
rewards.

Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, then
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
scrubbed the plan, saying, “I.do not
want to have to write the parents and
tell them that their son or daughter
died looking for old bones,” accord-
ing to Timothy G. Connolly, then
principal assistant deputy secretary
of Defense for special operations,
and other senior officers who wit-
nessed the general’s statement in
December 1994. ’

General Shalikashvili, now retired,
confirmed his decision and its ratio-
nale in a written statement on Fri-
day. “There was no overwhelming
need to put our soldiers at risk to
covertly search a three-year-old
crash site,”” he wrote.

To advocates of the secret mission,
his decision reflected the agonies of
an' army trying to do its duty without
risking its soldiers. “This mentality
of ‘no losses’ has more ramifications
than people realize,” said one gen-
eral officer who requested anonym-
ity. ““The idea we can do everything
so well that we shouldn’t ever suffer
a loss or casualty invades every-
thing. It keeps you from doing what’s
necessary.”

The advocates said the obligation
to look for a fallen comrade should
have outweighed the risk of casual-
ties. ‘“The warriors believed they had
a responsibility,” said Stan. Arthur,
who retired as a four-star admiral

i after leading allied naval forces in

the gulf war. “You lose one of your
own, you go back and find him. The
more modern concept was that you
can’t take the risk of a loss.” :

Those who opposed the secret mis-
sion to Iraq recalled the searing tele-
vised images of the Army Rangers
who were killed in Somalia in 1993
trying to recover fallen comrades —

-and the public pillorying that their’

commanders took from Congress

"and the news media. They knew the

costs of failure were high. They

Continued on Page 6
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| Fate of a Jet Pilot, Gulf War's F irst U.S. Casua;lty.
ettt | eaves Lasting Trail of Mystery

thought the mission too dangerous,
even though the Pentagon’s Joint
Special Operations Command as-
‘sessed the risks as “low” or ‘‘very
low.” Their idea was safer and, they
believed, smarter: working with the
Red Cross to enter Iraq with a team
of skilled forensic experts.

In the end, the Pentagon took the
least risky route. Two years after the
discovery of the wreckage, and a

. year after General Shalikashvili’s
decision, a Pentagon team entered
Iraq openly, with Saddam Hussein’s

* permission, .under the banner of the
Red Cross.

. The searchers still do not know if
Commander Speicher bailed out suc-
cessfully. They still do not know if he
could have survived the crash.

They found to -their dismay that,
just as the advocates of -a secret
military mission had feared, the
crash site had been excavated, most
likely -by Iraqi officers, during the
months that the Pentagon searched

* for a safe route to the wreckage.

*This account is based on Pentagon
documents and in
present and former military offi-
cials. .

The Pilot
A Fallen Soldier,
A Vanishing Point

On Jan. 17, 1991, in the first hours
of the gulf war, Michael Scott
Speicher, 33, went down in a dogfight
over western Iraq. The Navy spent
months. trying to understand why. It
.might have been an Iraqi air-to-air
missile, but no one knows for sure.

His father, Wallace, had hopes that

- he might have survived. ‘“‘Scotty’s
. coming home,” he said three  days
* later. But he was listed as “‘killed in

action — body not recovered.” Com-

interviews with -

mander Speicher’s wife, who has
since remarried, wants to preserve
her privacy.

When the war was over, ‘“‘the
Iraqis returned 1.5 pounds of human

flesh they claimed belonged to a pilot -
-named ‘Michael.’ ”’ Pentagon docu-

ments say. “‘Subsequent DNA tests
determined the remains were not
Speicher.”

Pentagon officials still wonder
whether this was a deliberate Iragi
attempt to deceive the United States
about Commander Speicher’s fate.

The hunting party that found his
plane was led by a senior military
officer from Qatar, an emirate bor-
dering Saudi Arabia. The Qatari offi-,
cer brought home pictures of the
plane’s canopy, a shard of metal with
serial numbers, and memories of

seeing an ejection seat. He gave’

them all to officials at the United
States Embassy in Qatar. The num-
bers on the shard.were proof.

Moral codes and, military tradi-
tions compelled the Pentagon to look
for Commander Speicher’s remains

"— or a shred of evidence that he

might have lived. These old codes
can spawn dark thoughts. One for-
mer Navy officer says he has -had
nightmare visions of Saddam Hus-
sein suddenly appearing on CNN,
leading Commander Speicher with a
rope, saying: ‘‘Here’s a man without
a country. I'm tired of feeding him.
Who wants him?”

On April 15, 1994, officials from the

Office of the Secretary of Defense,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Navy,
the State Department and the C.I.A.
discussed ‘‘a covert/clandestine mil-
itary action to investigate the crash
site,” the Pentagon documents say.

That was a far better idea than
‘‘openly approaching ‘Baghdad” to
request permission for a search, the
group agreed. They said that an open
approach could reveal the location to
the Iragis, which “would likely jeop-
ardize the site’s integrity.” The
Iraqis had scavenged every other

Desert Storm crash site. )
A - separate military intelligence
analysis warned the Joint Chiefs that
*“the location of the site would be
divulged and subsequent investiga--
tions thwarted by Iragi intelligence

‘exploitation” if the United States '

openly approached Baghdad.

On May 11, 1994, J. Alan Liotta,
chief of the Pentagon’s prisoner of
war/missing in action office, wrote
to the Joint Chiefs, “‘Access to the
wreckage remains our only way to
determine conclusively what hap-
pened to Lieut. Comdr. Speicher.” -

.He continued: ““For us to account
successfully for Lieut. Comdr.
Speicher, the mission ideally would
need to retrieve and return the ejec-
tion seat and canopy.” The mission
also needed the black boxes in which
data on the ‘cockpit and engine were
stored. Those boxes, he said, ‘*should
have survived the crash and would
provide vital clues to what the plane
and the-pilot were experiencing dur-
ing the flight's last ‘minutes.”

The issue was clear, said Admiral
Arthur,-then the vice chief of naval
operations: ‘“Did ‘we or did we not
have a lost pilot?’’

He said he believed there was a
chance that Commander Speicher
had ejected successfully and sur-
vived. ‘““We know there was an ejec-
tion attempt,” he said. ““I thought he
bailed out. I was adamant that we get

.back in there.”

The Strategists

Several Scenarios, .
None Without Risk

But for six months, the fation’s
military leaders maintained what
the documents call ““a holding pat-
tern.” - .

On Dec. 23, 1994, Defense Secre-
tary William Perry, General Shali-
kashvili, Mr. Connolly and at least
four other Pentagon officials, includ-

ing Frederick C. Smith, the assistant
secretary .for international security
affairs, discussed their options.

Mr. Connolly and others favored

" the military mission. Four helicop-

ters carrying a special-operations
team would cross the Iraqi border
from Saudi Arabia at night. The
team would return with everything it
could find — black boxes, bones, wir-
ing from the cockpit, fragments of
metal and any other clues. ’



Mr. Smith and others favored the
diplomatic course: openly approach-
ing Baghdad through the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross.
The Red Cross would ask Baghdad
for permission to go to the crash site
with a forensic team from the Penta-
gon. The team could work at length,
without danger.

Mr. Connolly said he warned that
the diplomatic option would alert the
Iragis and ultimately fail. Address-
ing Mr. Perry and General Shalikas-
vili, he quoted the fifth stanza of the
Army Rangers’ creed: ‘I will never
let a fallen comrade fall into the
hands of the enemy.”

The choice ultimately lay with Mr.
Perry, and a final decision did not
come until March 1995. But the mili-
tary option effectively died that day
when General Shalikashvili opposed
it with his statement about old bones.

“To send America’s sons and
daughters into harm’s way is the
most serious recommendation a mil-
itary leader can make,” General
‘Shalikashvili said in his written
statement on Friday. “This is a sa-
cred trust.”

“I concluded that there was no
overwhelming need to put our sol-
diers at risk to covertly search a
three-year-old crash site when the
Red Cross option was available,” he
said in his statement. ““I stand by
that decision.”

Mr. Connolly, who left the Penta-

gon last year to teach, said this
week: ‘“‘Our senior civilian and mili-
tary leaders were simply too afraid
of the possibility of failure, however
remote, and refused to allow this
pilot’s comrades to go into Iraq and
bring him home. I wish I could tell
you it was more complex than that,
‘but it wasn’t.” .
"~ On Jan. 4, 1995, Mr. Perry told
Secretary of State Warren M. Chris-
topher that they should ask the Red
Cross to approach the Iragqis.

The Red Cross was amenable. On
Feb. 14, its Middle East director,
Michel Cagneaux, met with Iraqi of-
ficials in Baghdad. “Iraqis listened
intently; took copious notes,” Mr.
Smith, the assistant secretary of de-
fense, wrote that day after talking to
the Red Cross.

The next morning, the special-op-
erations team went through a full-
dress rehearsal in the New Mexico
desert for their mission, which they
code-named Isolated Ivory, presum-
ably an allusion to Commander
Speicher’s bones. But their services
would not be needed.

On March 1, 1995, the Red Cross
told the Pentagon that Iraq would
cooperate. *‘Conceivably,”” Mr. Smith
wrote, “‘this mission could go next
week.” The mission was named Op-
eration Promise Kept.

Throughout the spring, a Pentagon
spy satellite photographed the crash
site every three days. The wreckage
was undisturbed, military- intelli-
gence analysts reported in April.

““Our team is ready to go,” Mr.
Smith told his superiors on May 2,
1995. But a report to General Shali-
kashvili from his staff three weeks -
later warned of unforeseen delays,

“due to ‘bureaucratic problems’

within the Iraqgi Government.”.
It would be six more months be-
fore the team entered Irag.

The Site

Tatters and Shards
But Not One Bone

In December 1995, two years after-
the Qatari officer’s discovery and
one year after General Shalikashvi-
li’s decision, the-team arrived at the
crash site.

The site had been scavenged.

‘It appeared that people had been
there before we arrived,” Mr. Smith
said in an interview on Friday.

There was no ejection seat. There
were no bones

Bedouin nomads handed the team
a tattered flight uniform. Mr. Smith
would not discuss what a subsequent
analysis of the suit showed. '

An officer familiar with the team’s
findings said that it recovered one of
the plane’s data recorders from:the
Bedouins. :

*‘The evidence showed the pllot
successfully ejected from the alr-
-craft,” he said.

Mr. Smith and Mr. Liotta would
not confirm or dény that. They gaid
only that the team had emerged with
a clearer picture of what happened
to Commander Speicher. That plC-
ture, like everything else -about .the
case, remains officially secret.

Could he have survived the crash?

“We don’t know,” Mr. Liotta shid.
The investigation continues. Com-
mander Speicher is still listed' as
*’killed in action — body not recov-
‘ered.” The first American to fall in
the Persian Gulf war remains 'the
last to be accounted for. ' !
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Pasquerella, Robert T.
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Corneliussen-James, Dian LtCol
patch.ppt






Horn, John R.

From: Gray, Laurie

Sent: Monday, October 25, 1999 2:46 PM
-To: Pasquerella, Robert T.

Subject: Patch Photo

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
CAVEATS: NONE
TERMS: NONE

paich.jpg

CLASSIFICATION W/O ATCH: UNCLASSIFIED
CAVEATS W/O ATCH: NONE
TERMS W/O ATCH: NONE

CLASSIFICATION-UNCLASSIFIED
CAVEATS: NONE
TERMS: NONE
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
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March 19, 1999

The Honorable Richard Danzig
Secretary of the Navy
Pentagon, Room 4E686
Washington, D.C. 20350-1000

Dear Secretary Danzig:

We are writing to request that you use your authority under Title 37, USCS, Section 555
(a) and 556 (d) to reconsider and change or modify the “finding of death” determination made by
the Secretary of the Navy’s designee on May 22, 1991 with respect to Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott
Speicher, USN.  We strongly believe, for the reasons noted below, that such action is indesg
“warranted by information that has been received and other circumstances,” as provided for in
the above-cited law. We have further been advised that status determinations with respect to Lt.
Cmdr. Speicher are not currently covered by the Missing Persons Act, Title 10, USCS, Sections
1501-1510, as amended, thereby making action under Title 37 appropriate.

Lt. Cmdr. Speicher was the first American to be listed as missing in action when his F-18
was lost over Iraq during a combat strike mission in the first hours of the Gulf War in January,
1991. When the war ended, the Iragi Government returned a “soft tissue fragment and hair
bearing skin” which allegedly related to Lt, Cradr. Speicher. However, subsequent DNA tests
determined the remains were not those of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher.

The Navy convened a Status Review Board on May 20, 1991 to consider the state of
evidence at that time related to I-t. Crndr, Speicher’s loss. On May 22, 1991, the late Admiral
Mike Boorda, then Chief of Naval Personnel, approved and signed out the board-recommended
“finding of death” which resulted in Lt. Cmdr. Speicher’s status being changed from missing in
action to killed in action.

In December, 1993, a Qatani official and his hunting party came upon Lt. Cmdr.
Speicher’s aircraft wreckage in Iraq. He immediately forwarded to U.S. military officials
pictures of the plane’s canopy, a shard of metal with serial numbers, and passed on his
recollection of having seen the ejection seat as well. Two years later, in December, 1995, U.S.
crash site specialists from the Department of Defense were permitted to access the crash site,
following coordination efforts between the Iragi Govemment and the International Committee of
the Red Cross. The results of the crash-site investigation were briefed to the Congress in the
winter and spring of 1996. In December, 1997, we were further briefed on this matter by the
Prncipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, Frederick
Smith, in response to concemns generated by the attached New York Times story.
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The Honorable Richard Danzig
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In February, 1998, a classified follow-up briefing on this case was provided to the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence by the Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office
(DPMO). In September, 1998, pursuant to our earlier inquirics on this matter, the Intelligence
Community and the Department of Defense provided to the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence a classified chronology outlining Intelligence Community activities bearing on the
issues raised as a result of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher’s loss. The briefing materials and the chronology

. referenced above are available for your review. We strongly believe that the information

contained therein supports the request we are making of you with this letter,

During the last three years, we understand that the Department of Defense has refused to
authorize any further approaches to the Iraqi Government concerning the fate of Lt. Cmdr.
Speicher “because of the state of U.S.-Iraqi relations.” Nonetheless, our offices were informed
curing & briefing we received on March 12, 1935 that the official publicly-stated position of the
Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) with respect to whether the
available evidence indicates Lt. Cmdr. Speicher perished in his aircraft incident, is “we don’t
krow” As you know, the DPMO is charged with developing, implementing, and overseeing
policy on unaccounted for U.S. personnel for the Department of Defense,

In view of the official position of the Department of Defense and the classified evidence
now available to the Department of the Navy, we believe that the justification for the finding of
death’determination in May, 1991, is no longer valid and conclusive. We, therefore, urge you to
use your statutory authority to change the status of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher back to “missing in
action” -- a status that more accurately reflects the available evidence and provides a presumptive
“benefit of the doubt™ to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher. We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher and his
family. '

. We look forward to your response, and thank you for your personal attention to this very
important matter that deeply concems us.

Sincerely yours,

Bt Lot

BOB SMITH, U.S.S. ' ROD GRAMS, U.S.S.

a0 BS1 oceoo r.o3/u>



Horn, John R. gA;. i

From: Pasquerella, Robert T.

Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 1998 2:18 PM
To: : Man, Gregory K. S.

Cc: Liotta, J. Alan; Sydow, C. Gary

Subject: DESERT STORM LOSSES

Attached is a summary of Desért Storm losses for servicemen whose status is KIA-BNR. V/r, Bob

w ]

iraq_losses.doc

\



2 September 1998

MEMORANDUM FOR DASD POW/MPA

"From: LT Robert T. Pasquerella, USN

Subj: STATUS OF OPERATION DESERT STORM LOSSES (KIA-BNR)
1. Speicher, Michael S., LCDR, USN F-18 17 Jan 91 KIA-BNR

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speicher was shot down over Iraq while flying a suppression
of enemy air defense (SEAD) mission west of Baghdad. At 0352 hours, another pilot
operating in the vicinity of LCDR Speicher’s loss location reported observing an
explosion he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air missile. He estimated the
position and altitude as 3300N 04220E and 24,000 feet. Reporting indicates a MIG-25
FOXBAT active in the area at the time of this incident. No radio calls or beepers were
heard and no signals were observed.’

‘Upon completion of the strike group’s mission, search and rescue (SAR) forces were

alerted and possible divert airfields were contacted with negative results. LCDR
Speicher’s crash site was not located prior to termination of Operation Desert Storm.
Upon termination of combat operations in-Iraq, the Government of Iraq returned remains
purportedly associated with LCDR Speicher were turned over to U.S. Government
control. These remains were later determined not to correlate to LCDR Speicher through
blood typing and DNA analysis. Following up on a lead obtained through intelligence
sources, LCDR Speicher’s crash site was located in April 1994. An ICRC team
excavated this crash site at 330114N 0421528E in December 1995.

During the excavation, wreckage associated with LCDR Speicher's aircraft was
discovered. The team noted a large backfill pile present in the area where the cockpit
would have been located, indicating a previous unilateral excavation. In addition, the
team discovered a U.S. NOMEX flight suit approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the
crash site. The flight suit was lying on the surface with minimal evidence of weathering
and minimal adherent soil. The team also discovered pilot life support equipment and a
20mm shell approximately 1 kilometer east of the flight suit. The condition of flight suit
and pilot related materials, the method in which they were found, and the presence of the
20mm shell indicate that these items may not have originated where they were recovered.

Material analysis of the aircraft wreckage indicates a catastrophic event occurred in the
forward part of the aircraft resulting in a power loss and a short duration fire. Indications
are that LCDR Speicher then jettisoned the canopy, possibly during the ejection

sequence. Analysis of the flight suit and life support equipment indicates these items
were cut off the pilot. The condition of the flight suit and life support equipment, the
pilot was probably severely injured or dead when these items were removed.

~



2. Bland, Thomas C., 1Lt. USAF AC-130 31 Jan 91 KIA-BNR

Blessinger, John P., SSgt, USAF : KIA-BNR
Buege, Paul G., MSgt, USAF o KIA-BNR
Clark, Barry M., Sgt, USAF KIA-BNR
Galvin, Arthur, Capt, USAF / KIA-BNR
Harrison, Timothy R., Sgt, USAF _ _ KIA-BNR
Hodges, Robert K., TSgt, USAF KIA-BNR
May, James B., MSgt, USAF ‘ : KIA-BNR
Oelschlager, John L., SSgt, USAF KIA-BNR
Weaver, Paul J., Maj, USAF KIA-BNR

During the early mormning hours of 31 January 1991, the above listed individuals departed
King Fahd Airport on a combat mission over northern Saudi Arabia and southern Kuwait.
While flying their designated route, the AC-130 (call sign Spirit 03) was tasked to attack
a Free Rocket over Ground (FROG) site. At 0624, AWACS personnel heard a weak
distress call, but received no reply to a radio check with Spirit 03. The distress call was
also heard by another pilot in the area. AWACS?’ last radar fix on Spirit 03 was along the
Kuwaiti coast, near the Saudi border at 2844N 4816E.

SAR ‘and reconnaissance forces in the area were tasked to conduct an extensive search of
the area, but found nothing. No emergency beacons were heard nor was voice contact
made after the initial mayday call. Attempts to locate the aircraft continued throughout
the conflict, both over water and ashore. On 4 March 1991, following the liberation of
Kuwait, search crews finally located the aircraft’s wreckage on the edge of the
continental shelf just off the coast of Kuwait. On 5 March, divers retrieved partial
remains of several crewmen not listed above. Following a review of available
information, the Wing Commander concluded there were no survivors.

Additional remains were not recovered because of the condition and location of the
aircraft’s wreckage. The aircraft had broken apart causing open access to free flowing
water and half the wreckage fell off the continental shelf into extremely deep water. The
U.S. Government has received no indication that any of the crewmembers survived the
loss incident. There have been no recent attempts to recover additional remains. No new
information has been reported on this incident since the initial group of remains was
recovered.

3. Cooke, Barry T., LCDR, USN A-6 2 Feb 91 KIA-BNR

On 2 February 1991 LCDR Cooke and was flying an armed surface reconnaissance
mission near Faylaka Island in the northern Persian Gulf when his A-6, call sign
Heartless 531, was engaged by AAA and surface-to-air missiles. After successfully
evading the threat, Heartless 531 began what appeared to be an attack run on a small Iraqi
patrol boat just west of Faylaka Island. Shortly thereafter, radar and radio contact was
reported lost and SAR mission was initiated. Immediate SAR activity resulted in the
location of a 400 gallon fuel tank, oil/fuel slick, and disturbed water. No radio signals or
emergency beepers were heard, and no parachutes were sighted. Two small Iraqi patrol -




boats were in the general vicinity, but air cover prevented them from approaching within
two miles of the probable impact site.

Active search for survivors was terminated at dusk on 3 February, and a salvage crew
was requested to dive on site. However, high threat from sea mines precluded a surface
approach to the loss site. On 9 February, a portion of the A-6’s tail with call sign letters
AJ was located; still no indication of any survivors. In mid-February, upon recovery of
remains, the status of LT Cooke’s bombardier-Navigator was changed from MIA to KIA.
Presumptive finding of death was based on known details of the loss incident, lack of
enemy forces in the area, lack of radio or emergency beacons, status of the other
crewman, and the lack of sightings in captivity by Allied returnees. No new information
has been reported on this loss incident in recent years.

4. . Dwyer, Robert J, LT, USN F-18 5 Feb 91 KIA-BNR

On 5 February 1991, LT Dwyer was returning from a night strike mission over Iraq. LT
Dwyer proceeded to the coast, and was in constant radio contact with his wingman. After
going feet wet approximately 25 miles southeast of Faylaka Island at an altitude of
30,000 feet, LT Dwyer passed on his estimated bomb damage assessment to an orbiting
E-2. Radio contact was lost shortly thereafter.

Investigation revealed that although LT Dwyer was out of radio contact, he continued in
a direct route back to the USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT. The USS LETYE GULF
radar track of LT Dwyer's aircraft indicated a rapid decent from 25,000 feet to zero feet.
The impact point was approximately 275348N 0503455E, approximately 80 miles from
the USS Roosevelt. Voice communications were never reestablished and no emergency
beepers were heard. Investigators could find no indication that LT Dwyer ejected from
his aircraft.

An extensive SAR effort utilizing both surface ships and aircraft was launched shortly
after contact was lost with LT Dwyer. This effort was terminated 70 hours later without
success. SAR effort failed to locate either LT Dwyer or his aircraft. A check of nearby
airfields was conducted with negative results.




Horn, John R.

From: Pasquerella, Robert T.
Sent: Monday, May 11, 1998 11:36 AM
To: Wilson, Kevin J.
Cc: Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary
Subject: LOCATING INFO FOR SPEICHER
Classification: %
Sir, ‘
The below informaiton will assist in the effort to identify the cause of LCDR Speicher's shootdown. | recommend

reviewing ¢ ithin 2 25NM radius of the crash site located in 1994 at 330114N 0421528E (UTM 38S KB 43810

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speicher was the pilot of an F/A-18 conducting a SEAD mission west of Baghdad, Iraq
when he was shot down. Data retrieved from the Memory Data unit recovered at the crash site indicates the aircraft
experienced an abrupt power loss at 3:49:59.75C. This was probably when the aircraft was shot down. At this time,
the aircraft was at an altitude of 27,872 feet, heading 001.4 degrees at 368 knots. At 0352C hours, another aircrew in
.~ the vicinity reported observing an explosion he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air missile. He estimated
\J  the position as 3300N 04220E and the altitude 24,000 feet. The Crash site was located in 1994 at 330114N
\\/-/\_)0421528E (UTM 38S KB 43810 56910). The most likley scenario is that LCDR Speicher was shot down by an AAM
i » launched from a MIG-25 Foxbat; however; it is also possible he was shot down by an SA-6 SAM fired from an
~~ V) unidentified location. -
Ny
Vir,
Bob

Classification: W :



Horn, John R.

From: Wilson, Kevin J.

Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 1998 1:09 PM
To: _ Pasquerella, Robert T.

Subject: Further Definition

CLASSIFICATION: SEERET

Bob,
Mr. Liotta liked the overall package. Couple of things. He wants to be more specific on areas of interest. Please
look at the following three items and try to be more definitive on the area. Thanks.

1. LCDR Speicher is suspected of being shot down by an air-to-air missile fired from an Iraqi aircraft or by a surface-to-
air missile fired from an unidentified anti-aircraft battery. Provide any records that relate to the shoot down of coalition
aircraft on 17 January 1991.

Y ) Je S {C)
3. Air Defense and/or Republican Guard units were most likely active in the area of LCDR Speicher’s loss location.

Identify and make available for interview any individuals from Air Defense or Republican Guard units in the area at the
time of the loss that may have information pertaining to this incident or LCDR Speicher fate.

CLASSIFICATION: SEasar="



DESERT STORM - SPEICHER CASE

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
February 18, 1998



Q1: How-many U.S. personnel remain unaccounted for from the Gulf War?

A1: There are no U.S. service personnel listed as unaccounted for from the Gulf War.
At the end of hostilities, the U.S. negotiated the release of 23 service personnel who .
were captured during the conflict. Another 26 service personnel were killed in action, 13
of which remains were recovered. Of the 13 personnel whose bodies were not
recovered, 12 are over-water losses.

Q2: How many pilot$ were shot down on 17 January 1991?

A2: A total of five individuals from three aircraft were shot down on 17 January 1991.
The five individuals are LCDR Speicher, USN, LT Wetzel, USN, LT Zaun, USN, Maj.
Holland, USAF, and Maj. Koritz, USAF. LCDR Speicher was the pilot of an F/A-18
FROM THE USSSARATOGA and his current status is Killed in Action, Body not
Recovered. LT Zaun and LT Wetzel were the crew of an A-6 from the USS
THEODORE ROOSEVELT and were both released at the end of the Gulf War conflict.

Maj. Holland and Maj. Koritz was the crew of an F-15 and are listed as Killed in Action,
Body recovered. ' '

Q3: How many aircraft from USS SARATOGA were shot down?

A3: Two aircraft from the USS SARATOGA were shot down during Operation Desert
Storm. The F/A-18 piloted by LCDR Speicher and an F-14 shot down on 21 January
1991. The pilot, LT Jones, USN, was rescued by SAR forces; however, the Radar

Intercept Officer, LT L.R. Slade, USN, was captured by Iraqi forces and later
repatriated.

Q4: Was the hearsay report by the former Joint Rescue Coordination Center
Commander on 21 April 1994 regarding possible communications (i.e. two clicks)

on the Guard frequency between a Navy E-2 and a possible downed aircrew
investigated?

A4: DPMO analysts determined the hearsay report was not related to the LCDR
Speicher’s loss incident. On 18 January 1991, an USAF RC-135 reported a beacon at
1721Z and a Navy E-2 reported in communication with “404” on guard. “404” was an A-

6 shot down on 18 January 1991. This incident most likely correlates to the above
report.



Q5: What actions did the intelligence comm’Unity take to account for LCDR
Speicher from 1991-1993?

AS5: Attempts were made to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery
analysis. These efforts were unsuccessful. In addition, former POWSs were debriefed
following their release. (One returnee stated he was asked if the USS SARATOGA lost
any aircraft. The PW told the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The
interrogator then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the
negative, the interrogator stated “well he's dead.”) DIA (PW/MIA) personnel continued
to monitor incoming message traffic for any additional information with possible
correlation’s to Gulf War losses.

Q6: On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were advised that a recently recovered
Kuwaiti intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an
Iraqi military hospital. The sighting reportedly took place about 15 days earlier
when the intelligence officer was being held captive in the vicinity of An
Nasiriyeh, Iraq. Could this sighting be correlated to LCDR Speicher?

A6: Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any known
American loss incident. A review of allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19
January 1991, a British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An
Nasiriyeh. Both crewmen were injured during the ejection sequence and required _
‘medical attention. One of the crew, Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside
medical facility for about 15 minutes then taken to a nearby military installation where he
was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to Basrah. Flight Officer Waddington sustained
more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby hospital where his separated shoulder
was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington did not observe any other
prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment, Waddington was taken to
- a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to Baghdad.

Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. First, the
Kuwaiti intelligence officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief
- which occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, almost a
month after the British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi
medical facilities or in the vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility a.
Kuwaiti prisoner observed them. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other’
prisoners in the hospital. It is possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as
firsthand. '

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 miles southeast of LCDR Speicher’s crashsite.
Based on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been
taken to An Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were
transported along the East-West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained
until release. In addition, if one were to consider the military situation on 19 January
1991, the Iragi Government would not have attempted to transport an American
prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh which is located on one of the
two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in their attack.



Horn, John R.

From: Rosenau, David M.

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 1998 12:21 PM
To: Wilson, Kevin J.; Pasquerella, Robert T.
Cc: Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary
Subject: - RE: INTEL EFFORTS 1991-1993

Bob, :

Believe it would be accurate to say DIA-PW/MIA personnel (me) continued to monitor incoming message traffic for any
additional information. Copies of pertinent information were maintained.

From: Pasquerella, Robert T.

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 1998 11:27 AM
To: Wilson, Kevin J.; Rosenau, David M.

Cc: Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary

Sui)ject: INTEL EFFORTS 1991-1993
Dave - please make any additions you think are relevant.
Q: What actions did the intelligence community take to account for LCDR Speicher from 1991-19937?

A: Attempts were made to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery analysis. These efforts were
unsuccessful. In addition, former POWSs were debriefed following their release. One returnee stated he was asked if -
the USS SARATOGA lost any aircraft. The PW told the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The interrogator
then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the negative, the interrogator stated "well he's
dead."



; Horn, John R.

From: ' Rosenau, David M.

Sent: Wednesday. February 18, 1998 9:22 AM

To: Man, Gregory K. S.

Cc: Sydow C. Gary; Wilson, Kevin J.; Caswell, James R.; Pasquerella Robert T.; Richmond, Jr.,
Melvin E.; Travis, Jo Anne

Subject: An Nasiriyeh Sighting

Greg,

Per Alan's request for an analysis of the An Nasmyeh sighting, the following is submitted. If you have no problems,
please forward to Allan with a CC to Joe. R

=

Speichr3



An Nasiriyeh Sighting

Report :

On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were advised that a recently recovered Kuwaiti
intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an Iraqi military hospital.
The sighting reportedly took place about 15 days earlier when the intelligence officer was being
held captive in the vicinity of An Nasiriyeh, Iraq Note: DPMO was advised of the report in
August 1994. end note

Analysis

‘ Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any known American
loss incident. A review of Allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19 January 1991, a
British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An Nasiriyeh. Both crewmen
were injured during the ejection sequence and required medical attention. One of the crew,
Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside medical facility for about 15 minutes then
taken to a nearby military installation where he was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to
Basrah. Flight Officer Waddington sustained more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby
hospital where his separated shoulder was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington
did not observe any other prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment,
Waddington was taken to a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to
Baghdad.

Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. Flrst the
Kuwaiti intelligence officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief which
occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, aimost a month after the
British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi medical facilities or in the
vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility they were observed by a Kuwaiti
prisoner. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other prisoners in the hospital. It is
possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as firsthand. ' ‘

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 miles southeast of LCDR Speicher’s crashsite. Based
on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been taken to An
Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were transported along the
East-West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained until release. In addition, if one
_ were to consider the military situation on 19 January 1991, the Iragi Government would not have
attempted to transport an American prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh
which is located on one of the two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in
their attack.

Conclusion
The Kuwaiti 1ntelllgence officer did not see LCDR Speicher.




. s
Chap 76, Sec. 1501-1 Facts pertaining to LCDK  fichael S. Speicher, USN
~ Title 10 USC - :
Day of Commander (CO) of Unit, Facility, or Area of Missing Person (MP) Assigned
loss - Responsibilities
Istday | e CO conducts an assessment to * LCDR Michael Scott Speicher was part of a strike group from the USS
determine if disappearance may be Saratoga tasked with suppressing enemy air defenses approximately 40 miles
involuntary. west of Baghdad. TOT was 0050Z and Speicher failed to show up for his
tanking at 0140Z. Upon return from the mission, Speicher’s wingman
reported that prior to reaching their target, several air and ground explosions
. occurred. No communications or distress beacons were reported.
Any ¢ If the CO’s preliminary assessment | e Unit CO released initial Personnel Casualty report at 2038Z, 17 Jan
time concludes that the person is missing, | declaring LCDR Speicher DUSTWIN (Duty Status, Whereabouts Unknown).
the CO shall recommend that the ' .
person be placed in a missing status.
NLT |« CO transmits a report containing * After sufficient time for an investigation, the Unit CO released the findings
10 days | that recommendation to the Service of his investigation on 25 Jan recommending Speicher’s status remain as MIA.
Sccretary concerned. An Advisory -Status was based on inability to positively confirm wingman’s report was
copy goes to the theater component indeed Speicher’s aircraft being shot down and the lack of an identifiable crash
commander with jurisdiction over the | site.
MP.
Status Missing NLT day 10
Service Secretary Responsibilities Service Secretary Responsibilities
NLT | « Upon receiving information the e Jan 17 - Due to CNN reporting, SecDef Cheny identified the first American
10 days | Secretary shall appoint an initial casualty of the Gulf War as LCDR Michael S. Speicher, listing him as Missing
of Board of Inquiry consisting of: in Action because his body was not recovered after he was shot down in his
receipt | o Military Officer with respect to a F/A-18 {AP, Jan. 18 1991}
of CO’s '“C”}ber of the armed forces or a ® Mar 20 - Iraqis turn over remains (1.5 pounds of flesh) with a death
report | civilian with respect to a civilian certificate to the ICRC identifying them as belonging to the U.S. pilot by the
cmployee name of “Michael.” , .
* Counscl for MP. * March 28, 1991 - Iraqi delegation to the third session of the Tripartite
* Counsel to advise board on Commission agreed to provide a witness statement concerning questionable
procedures. identification of partial remains of one MIA, reportedly LCDR Speicher.
* Access to all information : .
» Proceedings Closed
NLT * The Board shall submit a report * April 2, 1991 - Comment made by an Iraqi interrogator to a American POW
30 days | which recommends MP be placed in | - “POW was asked if USS Saratoga lost any aircraft. POW said yes, a F-18
of a missing status or change to and an A-6. Source was asked if he know the pilot of the F-18. Source
Board | AWOL, Deserted, or Dead (subject replied No. The interrogator was upset, as he believed the airwing was a tight-
appoint- | to reqmits of Sec. 1507) knit family and POW should know the pilot. The interrogator stated, “Well,
ment * MP Counsel issues independent he’s dead.”™
review of report.
NLT * Secretary concerned reviews the ® May 22, 1991 - SecNav changed casualty status of LCDR Speicher to KIA
30 days | Board report and upon determination | for administrative purposes from MIA. Date of death established as Jan 17,
of that it is complete, shall make a 1991, '
Board’s | determination of status of the MP,
Report | including whether MP is declared

missing. AWOL, Deserted or Dead.

NLT 36 |  Sccretary shall take reasonable
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Chap 76, Sec. 1501-1
Title 10 USC

Facts pertaining to LCDK :ichael S. Speicher, USN

may result in change of status.

* Officer or civilian of same
cxperience/expertise(case dependent)
» Counsel on board
e Other oificer or civilian (case
dependent) .
* Counsel for each Missing Person
* Pres. access to 2ll infermation
* Open to immediate family, primary
next-of-kin, dependents, designated
person, shall be given:
* 60 day notice, 21 days to
respond.
* Access to all unclas records,
* Opportunity to present
information,
* opportunity to object to board
report.
* Primary next of kin or
previously designated person may
attend with private counsel.

days of | actions to provide a report to primary
Sec’s next of kin, other members of the
Deter- | immediate family and any other
mination | previously designated person of the
MP an unclassified summary of the
unit commander’s report and the
report of the Board.
1Yr ¢ Board report may be made to the * Oct 16, 1991 at the sixth Tripartite Commission session chaired by the
from public. ICRC, BG Fratarangelo told the commission that all 47 Americans who had
Board been listed as missing now have been accounted for, but that the U.S. still
Report wanted to recover the remains of LCDR Speicher and LCDR Cooke.
Date Fratarangelo expressed U.S. difficulty in reconciling lraqi statements about
missing coalition members with available evidence.
Status Missing day 1 or status
changed NLT day 70
Service Secretary Responsibilities Service Secretary Responsibilities
Any’ * Forms a board - If information
time up | becomes available that might
to 1 YR | change status (missing/AWOL/
of initial | deserter/dead)
repoh * Same Procedures as Follow on
on MP. | Reviews. .
Follow . e Convenes a board every three years | ® Nov 19, 1993 - ICRC provided a note dated Oct 14, 1993 from the Iragi’s
on from time of loss, until 20 years after stating that no additional information is available concerning LCDR Speicher
reviews | loss; or anytime new information and LCDR Cooke. The note stated, “Regarding the Lt. Commander (Captain

Pilot?) Michael S. Speicher. His namé was reported by his colleague pilot
Robert James who was held in the same day and was repatriated home
through your esteemed delegation on March 5, 1991. No additional
information is available about him in spite of the investigation and tracing.”
(1Lt Robert James Sweet, USAF, A-10 pilot, captured Feb 2, 1991 and
released March 3, 1991 made no statements about LCDR Speicher to the
Iraqi’s during internment.)

| ® Dec 19, 1993 - During a meeting with USLO, Doha, Qatar Asist. Chief of

Staff of Operations, Training and Planuing to iraq turned over pictures and a
piece of wreckage from a crashsite in Iraq he gathered while hunting there.

* Dec 9, 1995 - ICRC Investigation Team excavates crash site in Iraq.

* Feb 16, 1996 - SECDEF informed that material recovered from crash site is
insufficient to determine fate of pilot.

* Oct 2, 1996 - SECNAV modified presumptive finding of death date from
May 22, 1991 to September 30, 1996 based on recent information supporting
a presumptive finding of death and retention in a KIA status, which was also
in accordance with the widow of LCDR Speicher’s wishes.

o




Chap 76, Scc. 1501-3 3
Title 10 USC

Facts pertaining to LCDL  {ichacl S. Speicher, USN

* Board results may be invalidated
by failure to locate one of the above
individuals.
* Board recommends continuation of
missing status or change. May not
change to dead unless:

* Proof of death, and

* credible evidence exists person

is dead

* no credible evidence exists

person is alive,

* good faith effort made to search -

Follow loss site and enemy archives.

on e NLT 30 days after board SecDef
Reviews | determines if status should be

(cont) | changed.
NLT 90 days provide report to family

Appeals | o Review by US court of appeals

of upon petition by family/previously
current | designated person that finding of
actions | death be set aside.

If set aside, above parties may
request Secretary to form a new
board.

Appeals | o NLT 2 years after Act approval,
of past | dependent/immediate family may
actions. | request a board review of any person

previously declared dead with no
limit on:

* How long ago (WW | maybe)

* Where.or how loss occurred.
e Whenever information that would
directly lead to change in status

1 becomes available board is

established.




Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher

Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher’s casualty status as killed in
action/body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this
status today because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate.
However, given America’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible
accounting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to
mount a comprehensive investigation. |

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii entered
Irag, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of
Commander Speicher’s crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site,
information and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation.

Additionally, Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of the
Department’s efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family. The family
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with the Department’s actions, and also requested that
the Department keep the informaticn classified until the case is resolved to protect their pm acy
and the integrity of any potential new lead.



DRAFT DRAFT Provided to USN White Hou.seLiaison' Office

Dear Mr. Parker:

Thank you for your e-mail correspondence concerning the case of Lieutenant
Commander Michael Scott Speicher. In responding to several of your points, I think it necessary
to correct many of your misperceptions about this case, no doubt as a result of your reading of
newspaper accounts. '

Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher’s casualty status as killed in
action/body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this
status today because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate.
However, given America’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible
accounting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to
mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii entered
Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of
Commander Speicher’s crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site,
information and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation.

Additionally, Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of the
Department’s efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family. The family
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with Department’s actions, and also requested that the
Department keep the information classified until the case is resolved to protect their privacy and
the integrity of any potential new lead.

I understand your concern about resolving the fate of Commander Speicher. Certainly no
one feels a stronger commitment than I do to do éverything possible to fulfill the American

promise to our servicemen and women. We will not rest until we bring them home.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

DRAFT DRAFT Provided to USN White House Liaison Office




ANALYSIS OF GROUND MARK
NOTED NEAR
GULF WAR CRASH SITE

m In April 1994, while reviewing overhead imagery of a U.S. F/A-18 crash site in
western Iraq, intelligence analysts identified what they believed to be a possible man-
made ground symbol drawn in the desert sand.

m Research into a possible association between the ground marking and the F/A-18 pilot,
LCDR Michael Scott Speicher (KIA-BNR), was conducted. Further analy51s concluded
that the markmg did not correlate to LCDR Speicher.

-The U.S. Navy search and rescue (SAR) instructions (ie — Letter of the
Week/Word of the Day) that LCDR Speicher would have received and been expected to
employ, are not consistent with the ground marking observed. In addition, the
environmental conditions in the area (high winds/shifting sands), coupled with the three
year time difference between LCDR Speicher’s crash and the appearance of the ground
mark on imagery, further rules out the possibility of a correlation.

-During the 1995 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visit to the
LCDR Speicher’s crash site, team investigators searched the entire v1c1n1ty and noted
nothmg they considered to be any type of survival symbol

-Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) analysts noted that Iraqi military units
routinely draw designs in the desert sand during training exercises. The site of the
unidentified marking is in the general vicinity of an Iraqi military training area. The
marking could not be associated however, with any known Iraqi military unit.

-Analysts believe the ground marking may have been caused by tire tracks left by
some unidentified vehicle. Subsequent reviews of area imagery indicated that the
location is used as an occasmnal camping site. Motorized vehicles have been noted in
this area. :
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DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE
| 2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

In reply refer to:
1-97/21681

MEMORANDUM FOR The International Commiﬁee Of The Red Cross (ICRC)
(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux)

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs
Prepared by LCDR K. Wilson, OASD/ISA-DPMO '

SUBJECT: Results of the Investigation of U.S. F/A-18 Loss in Western Region of Iraq

Purpose. For your benefit and that of the Iraqi personnel who assisted us on the humanitarian
operation to confirm the fate of LCDR Michael S. Speicher, this report provides a status of
findings from the excavation of his crash site.

~ Background

On January 16, 1991 at 0136 hours, LCDR Speicher launched in the first attack wave
-associated with Operation Desert Storm. At approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes into the
mission, LCDR Speicher’s wingman reported seeing an explosive flash in the vicinity of
Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft. The U.S. Government has yet to determine the fate of LCDR
Speicher, and to return him or his remains to his family. '

In March 1991, the Republic of Iraq (ROI) repatriated remains to the U.S. that they
associated with the name of “Michael”. DNA analysis subsequently determined they were not
those of LCDR Speicher.

On March 1, 1995, the ROI agreed to a Jjoint ICRC/ROI humanitarian recovery effort to
determine the fate of the pilot. The team included experts from the U.S. Central Identification
Laboratory in Hawaii (CILHI). On December 10, 1995, a team of ICRC officials and CILHI
personnel traveled to the suspected crash site to begin a recovery operation for the remains of _

LCDR Speicher. The crash site was located in the vicinity of Tulul Ad Dulaym, Wadi Thumayl,
Republic of Iraq. :




“Description of Crash Site

The field investigation was conducted on December 10 - 16, 1995. Wreckage of the F/A-
18 aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap -
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of a major East-West highway in a desert
region with no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedouin camps were visible to the north
and northwest of the crash site, with numerous dirt trails radiating out from the camps to the
paved roads.

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft wreckage were present on the desert floor
(photos 1-3, enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage
showed minimal fragmentation, it was determined to Be consistent of a terminal velocity, high
angle and low power impact. The wreckage consisted of the nose gear and 20mm gun,
representing the nose of the aircraft; the wings; engines; and tail rudders and stabilizers e
(enclosure 3). Ordinance was still located at the crash site (photo 13, enclosure 5). The
following major components were not with the airframe:

1) Wing fuel drop tank - found 4000 meters north

2) Center line fuel drop tank - found 2500 meters north

3) Canopy - found 670 meters northeast

4) The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward of the wings to just aft of the
gun - not found

Subsequent post crash fire and erosion had contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of
the structural elements manufactured from composite material, such as the wings.

Aircraft Wreckage Findings

Excavatlon was initiated in the area of the cockpit, an area which showed signs of recent
manual digging. The ground was excavaied to a depth of 50 centimeters to culturally sterile soil.
Excavation continued along the aircraft’s midline until it became apparent that no significant
cockpit debris, pilot-related materials, or human remains were present (photos 4-9, enclosure 5).

Analysis of the engines concluded that both engines were in relatively good shape. Based
on post crash analysis of the photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is the
engines had shut down in flight. The wing and centerline drop tanks found north of the crash site
had their pylons still attached (photos 10-11, enclosure 5). The pylons were torn from the
fuselage inflight, indicative of excessive acrodynamic forces over a short period of time that were
consistent with the aircraft being subject 10 a violent spin.

The cockpit canopy, found northeast of the wreckage, had been jettisoned. When first
examined, the frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed
by the Bedouins to serve as a local landmark (photo 12, enclosure 5). Both canopy jettison
rocket motors had been fired, which produced burn marks even and complete. Given available
evidence, mishap investigators determined that the pilot initiated the jettison.




Archaeological Findings

During the recovery effort, the team surveyed a circle of approximately 10 kilometers in
diameter centered around the crash site. The team anthropologist shovel-tested several low rock
piles located around the wreckage in search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5).
None appeared to be associated with a subsurface disturbance within the last ten years. No
human remains were recovered at either the crash site or the several small stone piles examined.
No pilot-related materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-related items found during
excavation consisted of only two switches and one warning indicator light.

During the excavation, Iraqi officials present at the site notified the team that a young
Bedouin boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several team members
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site-and discovered a
U.S. flight suit lying on the surface. The team began to systematically surface search the
adjoining desert, but were not allowed to directly interview the child. Ultimately, additional
pilot-related materials were recovered approximately 1 kilometer to the east of where the {light
‘suit was located:

1) Six fragments of anti-G suit material

2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter fragment
3) Three survival-raft fragments

4) A survival-kit flare

5) A parachute-riser fragment

Final Analysis

The flight suit is consistent with the one worn by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the ,
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected
from his aircraft. The flight suit and all ALSS equipment recovered were cut with a sharp object;
they also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive external bleeding (photo 15-16,
enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the vicinity of the crash site. The recovery team
- reported that the cockpit area of the aircraft, including ejection-seat components, was removed
prior to the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavation. Pending new information,
no further excavation is required at the crash location.

Enclosure(s):
General location of crash site.

Topographic location of project area and relative location of the recovered materials.
Sketch map of site.

List of photographs.

Photographs (16).

M
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From: Fred_Smith [Fred_Smith@nts.policy.osd.pentagon.smil.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 1997 12:39 PM

To: liottaa '

Subject: RE: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams

Senator Smith just called back. We had a good discussion. He said he went
into yesterday's meeting angry, but we did a good job of answering his
questions and he was satisfied. He also told me about the Toon/Joint
Commission meeting earlier in the day. He thinks they are "doing good
work; good leads," etc., etc.. We wished each other a Merry Christmas, and
said we would see each other next year!

liottaa@dpmos.policy.osd.pentagon.smil.mil on 12/16/97 11:01:00 AM

To: Fred Smith/ISA/JOUSDP
-cC:
Subiect: RE: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams

Fred:

CIL sent me a map last nite of where they searched, and the site of
the symbol was well within this area. In fact, NIMA says the symbol is
about 900 meters (less than a click) away, but the team searched 5 clicks
out. | still think you should call Smith and Grams, but insist on talking
to the members, not staffers.

By the by, | still disagree with you that our letter was misleading.

If you look at the original constituent letter, how that was sent to us by
Grams, and the facts surrounding the case (including the classification of
the imagery and the analysis), our response was factual and accurate.
Could it have been more robust? Possibly, although we then would have been
treading dangerously close to disclosing classified information. Should we
have called to brief Grams? In hindsight, yes. But given the way the
request was received from his office, we had no indication of any
particular
interest in this case. We'll be more sensitive next time. Alan
From: Fred_Smith
To: Franklin_Kramer
Cc: Alan_Liotta; liottaa
Subject: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams

Date: Monday, December 15, 1997 5:57PM

Frank, our meeting with Smith and Grams went OK. It started out rather
testy, but after responding to several of Smith's questions, he became more
relaxed and we had a civil discussion. Grams was concerned about a letter
sent to him by Jim Wold earlier this year; Grams claims the letter was
misleading. | looked at the letter and agreed. Much of the hour and a



half discussion centered on the report of a man-made symbol in the vicinity
of Speicher's crash site and the fact that the Navy has declared Speicher
"Killed in Action--Body Not Recovered. On the latter, | assured Smith that
the Navy's designation of the case has no bearing on how we prosecute it.
Itis an active case. | think Smith was reasonably satisfied with the ‘
answers he received today. The problem, however, is his staffers. These
guys will probably be spurred on by what they heard today and continue to
press the issue is some form, possibly a hearing at a later date. At the
end of the meeting, | told Senator. Smith that you are interested in getting
back together (i.e., another breakfast). Smith was pleased to hear that.
Footnote: The first and last thing Smith wanted to talk to me about was
baseball. He still remembers the fact that you and | are Dodger fans.



16 December 1997

SUBJECT: Map of Investigation Area

DISCUSSION: Map provided by CILHI to define area ground searched during excavation of
LCDR M. S. Speicher’s crash location. Area within X’s was walked for any signs of wreckage,
symbols, life support equipment.
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KEW HAMPEHIRE
1-8U0~922-2230

COMMITTEE ON ARMED 6£AVICES

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

. COMMITTEE ON
cpinlon@amihsonate gov ' ‘lamtm 5&&5 5 enate ENVIRONMENT AND FUBLIC WORKS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2903

December 10, 1997

Thae Honorable Franklin Kramer
Assistant Secretary of Defanse
International Becurity Affaixs
Department of Defenge
Wnahington, D.C. 20301

Dear Frank:

I am extremely concerned about this past Sunday'a New York
Times article about DoD's efforts to account for Lt. Commander
Michael Spelcher £ram the Gulf War, sspecially in view of a
briafing I recoivaed on this case by Alan Liotta from DPMO on
January 17. 1996 where I was told that there were no indications
that Commander Spaicher might have survivad his logs incident,

. I would like to meat with you, Fred gmith, and Alan Liotta
on Monday, December 15th, to discuss both the intelligence and .
the policy Dob ‘has pursued regarding this case. I would also
requast that you bring the documentation raferenced in the New -
York Times axticla, including the document referenoing the
daetection of ‘a man-made symbol in the aroa of the ajection
seat.” .

: I am hosting a meeting in my office of the U,5, side of the
U.8.-Russia Joint Commission on POWs and MIas at 11:00 a.m. that
day. It my hope that you might be available following that
meeting., Of course, you are welcoms to come to that meating ag
well. : ‘

My point of contaat on this matter ls Dino Carluceio who may
be reached at (202) 224-3828.

Singerely yours, 4 ’
BOB SMITH, U.S.S.

/dlc . ‘

¢as: The Honoxable Sandra K. Stuart

Agalsteat Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs

Bvaxsca Buitowa 1760 Cune Stncar Ot HARSOuR Pracy . 3 Oruw Avenvui

Suite a7

8wr 100 Surr 435 Finat Fyaon

Wagin 010N, OC 20810~2903 ManCretTen, NH 03104 Pontrmou rn, NH 63801 BEmuN, NH 03870
1202) 120-2841 1603} 634~5000 (003) 4231047 {607) 753-2680¢

PFRUNTED ON RECVCLED PAPLA



Sfatement by Joanne Speicher Harris

Dated: December 9, 1997

been troubling, It is out of a desire to avoid any possible risk of impeding the
- ongoing, sensitive, investigation, however, that I do not wish to have interviews with
the media. )

The family has been subject to intense, invasive media attention, which has

TOTAL P.@2



. OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301-2400

INTERNATIO s
SECURITY ;F:aalﬁs : 0 JU 1936

In reply refer to:
I-96/42828

-Honorable Rod Grams
United States Senator
2013 2nd Avenue North
Anoka, MN 55303

Dear Senator Grams:

Thank you for your recent letter to the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Legislative Affairs on behalf of Mr. Richard Daly.
Mr. Daly asked six questions; two concerned Navy Lieutenant
Commander Michael Speicher and four concerned alleged pilot
distress symbols in Southeast Asia. Since my agency, the Defense
POW/MIA Cffice (DPMO), is the Department of Defense agency
responsible for the prisoner of war/missing in action issue, your
letter was forwarded to me.

Regarding Mr. Daly’s first two guestions, Commander
Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft was shot down on January 17, 1991, ..
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in ° )
action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR). The term KIA/BNR reflects -
an accurate accounting status as determined by the Secretary of
the Navy. However, we continue to investigate and pursue every
avenue that may possibly lead to repatriation of his remains.
His crash site, located west of Baghdad in 1994, was recently
investigated. Information found during the investigation is
beirg anzlyzed and will be released when the investigation is
complete and Commander Speicher’s family has been fully~néermed.

Mr. Daly’s remaining questions are addressed in . detail in
the enclosed statement of Duane P. Andrews to the Senate Select
Committee in 1992, and in the DoD/POW-MIA paper dated November
1895. Most recently the Department of Defense completed a
comprenensive analytic review of all cases of unaccounted for
Americans in Southeast Asia which took into consideration all the
information available to the United States Government since 1975.
As a result, next steps have been identified for some cases, some
await new leads, and a third categoryv of cases has been turned
Over to the respective host governments as cases which require
unilateral action on the part of those governments.



The questions concerning imagery and symbols such as Mr.
Daly raises have been provided no further leads. To put this in
perspective it may be useful to note Mr. Andrews’ testimony
~during which he stated, “of all the millions of square kilometers
of territory in Southeast Asia that we have examined over the
years, we really have only two unexplained sets of symbols which
were clearly intended to communicate something to an observer
from above. And that’s the 19 or 1573 TH, -and the USA.with the
possible K.” As Mr. Andrews also stated, we have always followed
up on such information, but without any results or further leads
to date. -

I hope this informatgon is useful. Should you have any
further questions, please contact my office.

Sincerely[

James W. Wold
Deputy Assistant{Secretary of Defense
(FOW/MIA Affairs)

Enclosures:
As stated
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June 7, 1996

- Assistant Secretary of Defense For Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
The Pentagon, Room 3E966
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Assistant Secretary:

Recently I was contacted by Rich Daly, Research Director for
Minnesota Won’‘t Forget POW/MIA, regarding his concern over
contradictory stories relating to pilot distress symbols during and
after the Vietnam War. For your review, I have enclosed a copy of
the information which has been provided to my office. Mr. Daly:has
asked me to forward this letter to your office. '

I would appreciate receiving any information’you may have regarding
this situation. Please address any correspondence to the attention
of John Revier, of my staff, at 2013 2nd- Avenue North, Anoka,
Minnesota 55303, phone: 612-427-5921. o »

Any assistance your office can provide will,bé greatly appreciated.

. N -
Sincgrely, .

Rod Grams
United States Senator.

RG:jr

enclosure

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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MINNESOTA WON'T FORGET POW/MIA

February 21, 1996
Dear Senator Grams:

As you know, there are contradictory storics relating to pilot distress symbols matching
those of Vietnam War pilots, in particular the June 5, 1992, symbols at Dong Vai prison.
Recent news releases stated the U.S. government was searching for the remains of Gulf
War pilot Michael Speicher at his crash site. The Army Times quoted Pentagon
spokeswoman Beverty Baker as saying “Nothing they found wouid indicate he survived.”

. There has been information circulating that Michae] Speicher’s distress symbol was
spotted by U.S. satellites. It appears that once again, ** -~ the public is not receiving the
truth. :
We believe that the Congress and people deserve the truth. Determining the fate of
missing servicemen is suppossdly of the highest natonal prictity. I ask thar you put the
following questions directly to Secretary of Defense Perry:

1) Did U.S. satellites pick up - pilot distress symbols correlating to Michael Speicher?.

2) Is there any evidence Speicher did not die in his crash?

3) The symbols “GX2527" were found at Dong Vai prison Vietnam in June 5, 1992
satellite photographs. : :
Does the Defense Department consider these as valid pilot distress symbols?

4) Did any employee of the Defense Department see the letters “SEREX” in June 5, 1992

photographs of the field next to Dong Vai prison.
| / \ [ \ ' TF

3) Werc\“G" and “X")and (’P‘ and “A~ pver valid E & E lener pairs during the Vietmam
War? _ :

6) Were the 1988 symbols “USA” in satellite photos of Laos dug into the ground or were
they created by material piled on top of the ground?

Sincerely,

Rl Dy

Richard A. Daly Research Director.

MINNESOTA WON'T FORGET POW/MIA
- Valley Ridge_Shopping Center 21074 W. Bumnsville Parkway Bumsville, MN 55337
(612) 894-1776  FAX (612) 890-0017 -




OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2400

SECURY ASrs 22 JUL 1995
In reply refer to:
I-96/18918

Honorable Herb Kohl
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-4903

Dear Senator Kohl:

Thank you for your recent letter to the Secretary of State
on behalf of Mr. Steven Meudt. Mr. Meudt is seeking information
regarding the status of POW/MIAs and the status of Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher.

The Department of Defense has committed several hundred
bersonnel to achieve the fullest pcfsible accounting for ,
Americans, both military and civilien, who have been lost due to
hostile action. To date, despite intensive intelligence
collection and in-country operational efforts, no evidence has
been found indicating any American servicemen have been held
against their will in Southeast Asiz after Operation Homecoming
in 1973. After Operation Homecoming, numerous American civilians
were detained by the communist regime, especially during the fall
of Saigon in April 1975. These peovle were either subsequently
released, or in the cases of those who died while being detained,
had their remains returned. Nevertheless, every POW/MIA report
received by the United States Goverrment, whether'purporting a
live sighting, an aircraft Crash, the grave-site of an American,
Oor identification information, is tzken seriously and '
lnvestigated.

The United States Government cocntinues to aggressively
pursue POW/MIA issues with the governments of Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia, China, and Russia on the 2,150 individuals who remain
missing or unaccounted for from the war in Southeast Asia. As
our diplomatic relations with these covernments have improved, so
has our access to archival information and on-site investigations
relative to unaccounted for Americans. Since 1973, 433 sets of
remains returned to the United States from Southeast Asia have

been identified and returned to thei:r families with full military
honors.



Commander Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft was shot down on
January 17, 1991, during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as
killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR). The term KIA/BNR
reflects an accurate accounting status as determined by the
Secretary of the Navy. However, we continue to investigate and
pursue every avenue that may possibly lead to repatriation of his
remains. His crash site, located west of Baghdad in 1994, was
recently investigated. Information found during the
investigation is being analyzed and will be released to the
public once the investigation is complete and Commander
Speicher’s family has been fully informed.

I hope you find this information useful. Should you have
any further questions, please contact my office.

Sincerely,. A
;g}/*”A ya ;/XVJ«
. <\J \

James W. Wold ‘
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(POW/MIA Affairs)

cc:
Navy casualty
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4303 |
February 29, 1996 W s M

The Honorable Warren Christopher

Secretary of State ['709 )
U.S. Department of State :
2201 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520-0000

- . -

=

Dear'S ecretary:

Enclosed please find ‘a copy of a correspondence from a constituent of mine, Steven Meudt,.
regardmg the status of American POWs and MIA.

Aa1y assistance you couid provide in responding to ihese concerns would be greatly apprecxated
Please respond dxrccﬂy to my constituent and send a copy.to the attention of Daniel Smyczek of my
staff. ' ' :

Thank you for your .atte.ntion to this matter.

Sincerely, ., . -
Herb Kohl
U.S. Senator
HK:ds
Enclosure A
-. &
~
MILWAUKEE OFFICE: MADISON OFFICE CAU SWAIRE OFFICE. AFPLETON OFFICE.
310 WEST WISCONSIN AVENUE . 14 WEST MIFFUN STREET 402 GRAHAM AVENUE 4321 WEST COLLEGE AVFNUE
SUITE 950 SUME 312 SUITF 208 SUITE 235
MILWAUKEE. W1 53203 . MADISON. W1 53703 EAU Cl AIHF, Wi 54701 APPLETON, W1 Sa91a
1414) 7974451 . 1608) 2645138 17191 32 .8422 14141 738-1640
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DEFENSE PRISONER OF WARMISSING IN ACTION OFFICE
_ : 2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

2 7 JU§ 195
In reply refer to:
196/21076
Burean Of ‘Naval Personne}
Atn: Pers-0GL
- 2 Navy Annex

Washimngton, D.C. 20370

The Defease POW/MLA Office is the lead office for ceaal coordinarion wickin the
Department of Defense for the case of Licutenant Commander Speicher who became missing
acton during Operation Desert Storm and remains unaccaunted for,

All requests for informador 2nd inguidcs regerdmyg the cose of Licwtenznt Commarnder
Speicher_including FOLA requests and Congressional inguires, will be forwarded to this office
| for response and action. Copies of respanses will be provided to your office when completed.

| The point of contact within the Defense POW/MIA Offics is Mr. I. Alan Liotz, (703)

602-2102, ext.150. ‘

J. Alen Liotta
Deputy Director

Clwi- :
% Lo Z/O )Ca// aé// o ijz,‘ﬁ{i

74—




OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2400 A

INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

i b JuL 1996

In reply refer to:
I-96/18839

Honorable Sonny Bono
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Bono:

Thank you for your recent inquiry on behalf of Ms. Jeanne
Joyce. Ms. Joyce was interested in United States efforts to find
the remains of United States Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael
Speicher, who was shot down during the Persian Gulf War, and is
listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR).

The term KIA/BNR reflects an accurate accounting status as
determined by the individual Service Secretaries. However, in
our unwavering commitment to bring home or account for each and
every American lost due to hostile action, we continue to
investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation
of remains. As we gain access to crash sites ‘and/or credible -
information develops in each case, we actively pursue the
recovery of remains. Such is the czse of Lieutenant Commander
Michael Speicher, whose loss incident is currently under
investigation. ’

In December 1995 the Department of Defense dispatched
investigators from the United States Army Central Identification
Laboratory, Hawaii, and the United States Navy to Jordan®t& form
the nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the
Red Cross. The team entered Irag, with the permission of the
Iraqi Government, located the crash site West.of Baghdad, and
conducted a thorough investigation. Information found during the

" investigation is currently being anzlyzed. There is no evidence
indicating Commander Speicher is being held in Iran.

‘The United States Government is committed to the fullest
possible accounting for every service.man and woman who did not
return home from America’s conflicts. I hope you find this



information useful. Should you have any further questions,
please contact my office. I appreciate your interest in this
issue.

Sincerely,

BRE WP

James W. Wold . v
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(POW/MIA Affairs)

cc:
Navy casualty




DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON _
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

12 FEB 1638

In reply refer to:
[-98/61314

Mr. Chfxrlcs Hoskinsan <b) (é) |

Dear Mr. Hoskinson:

Thank you for your recent telephone call to Senator Mack seeking information on Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Guif
War but whose remains have not been recovered. Senator Mack forwarded your request to our
office since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, and
csked that we respond directly to youw : ' '

- Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was
downed in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the
information known to him at the time of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status
as KIA-BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this
status because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However,
given our Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of
intelligence information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and
allowed us to begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical,
diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Labordtory in Hawaii
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the [raqi Government, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander Speicher’s previously unlocated crash site. Although we did not
recover Commander Speicher’s remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were
recovered which has allowed us to continue our investigation. i

Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of the DoD efforts and the
information we have obtained. The family has publicly expressed their satisfaction with our
actions and also requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their -
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation developed,
our office kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised.



Mr. Hoskinson, the men and women of this office gratefully appreciate your concern for
Commander Speicher. If you wish to learn more about our agency and our operations throughout
the world, I recommend you contact our Intcmet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. I hope this
mformanon is helpful.

Sincerely,b ,
O oD, 1\

Charles W. Henley
Legislative and Extemalgﬁ'ais
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office

cc:
Senator Mack’s ofﬁce (Ms. Otis)
Navy-casualty office »




DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON -
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

10 APR 1988

In reply refer to:
1-98/65020

Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senator
Washington, DC 20510-4402

Dear Senator Hatch:

- Thank you for your March 23, 1998, letter to Assistant Secretary of Defense Sandra Stuart
on behalf of Mr. Robert Weaver, Jr. Mr. Weaver sesks information about Navy Lieutenant '
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but
whose remains have not been recovered. Mr. Weaver also enclosed a letter to Secretary of
Defense Cohen on this subject and states that he never received a reply. Your letter was -
forwarded to our office since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for
this issue, and we are pleased to provide you the following information for your use in
responding to Mr. Weaver. '

We checked our correspondence files, as well as those of the Office of the Secretary of
Defense (OSD) regarding Mr. Weaver’s December 7, 1997, letter to Secretary Cohen. We could
find no record that Mr. Weaver's letter was ever received by OSD.

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991; when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed
1n Iraq during the Persian Guif War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known
to him at the time of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-
body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this
status because it reflects the most accurate informaton to date regarding his fate. However,
given our Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his
crash site several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic,
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Defense i Investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander Speicher’s crash site. Although we did not recover Commander
Speicher’s remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has
allowed us to continue our investigation.

<



Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of DoD efforts and the

~ information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our
actions and has requested information ot be released to the public in order to protect their
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has
developed, our office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised.

Senator Hatch, your continued concern and support for this important issue are gratefully
acknowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr. Weaver may
stay abreast of our current operations throughout the world, I recommend you have him contact
our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you or your staff have further questions regarding
this issue, please do not hesitate to contact our office. h

Sincerely, ' .

Charles W. Henley )&

Special Assistant for Legislative Affairs
- Defense POW/Missing Personnel Offce

cc: :
Navy casualty office
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’ 2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON -
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

17 SEP 1385
In reply refer to:
1-96/18890

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS/DFOISR

(ATTN: MAJ CAMPBELL)

SUBJECT: FOIA Requests Regarding LCDR Michael Speicher, USN

References: (a) FOIA Request 95-F-2605 (attached)

(b) FOIA Request 96-F-0368 (attached)
(c) FOIA Request 96-F-1585 (attached)

References are Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests for documents related to the
loss incident and recent investigation of the crash site of United States Navy Lieutenant
Commander Michael Speicher who is listed as Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered as a result
of hostilities during the war in the Persian Gulf area. In December 1995, Commander Spexcher s
crash site was searched by American investigators. The investigation of his case, based upon _

evidence collected during this activity and other available information, remains ongoing.

The referenced FOIA cases have been kept open through verbal agreement with your
office on the basis of our opinion that the investigation would be finalized in a reasonable time

- frame. Since it appears that the investigations into Speicher’s loss will continue; and since

DPMO cannot control the duration of the investigations, DPMO does not believe it advisable to
continue to keep these cases in an open status. Further, the investigatory body has advised
DPMO that the release of any of the material in the control or possession of DPMO could
prejudice the integrity of the investigation.

Recommendation at the level of the Office of the Secretary of Defense conveyed to Mr.
Alan Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, is that all documents related to this case be denied in toto
as classified under provisions of 5 USC, 552, exemption (b)(1) and Section 1.5 (c) and (d) of
E.O. 12958. No documents concerning Commander Speicher will be released until a final
determination is made into the investigation of his case. DPMO will remain the office of
primary responsibility for future FOIA requests regarding Commander Speicher.

¥
T




Points of contact for further inquiry into the status of this investigation are Mr. Alan
Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, and Lieutenant Michael Theres, USN, Navy Casualty Office,
Bureau of Naval Personnel (Pers-62CC).

. . é ; g,c ~
: John R. Hom

Chief, FOIA
Defense POW/MIA Office

Attachments:
As stated

Navy Casualty Office (LT Theres)
JSSA FOIA (Ms. McDonald)



Ref: 95-F=-2605
a8 FE2 i
MEMORANDUM FOR JOINT TASK FORCE- FULL ACCOUNTING
: BOX 64044 ,
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HI 96861-4044
SUBJECT: Freedom of Ihformation Act (FOIA) Request -
‘ Lynn Keller (American Journal)

As recommended by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in
Action Office (DPMO), Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defensé (POW/MIA Affairs), the attached FOIA request is being
forwarded as a matter possibly uncer your cognizancé and cdirect
vrespohse to the fequester. The request was received in this
Directorate on December 19, 1995. The requester has been
informed of this refefral. The action officer in this

Directorate is Lieutenant Colonel Pratt at DSN 227-4026 or

commercial (703) 697-4026.

1A%
i

- -
N ke

A. H. Passarella

Director ‘

Freedom of Information
and Security Review

TR,

[N

AtcTachments:
As stated

Prepared by PRATT:52605M/T:2/14/96:DFOI:X74026:grjé;k__yl__yh__




Ref: 95-F-2605

1§ Fe8 il

Ms. Lynn Keller
American Journal
402 East 76th Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Ms. Keller:

This responds to your December 19, 1995, Freedom of
Information Act request, which was processed by the Defense
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Office (DPMO), Office of the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs).

DPMO advised that it is involved in the ongoing
investigation pertaining to Lisutenant Commander Micheael
Speicher, of which the Office of the Joint Task Force-rull
Accounting (JTE-EA), has lead. However, DPMO further advised
that it has no records pertaining to Lieutenant Commander
Speicher. In an effort to assist you in your search, we have
forwarded your request to the JTE-FA for processing and direct
response to you. Also, DPMO has provided a copy of a press A
release related to this investigation which may be of assistance
-to you. -

Should you elect to consider this no record response to be
an adverse determination, you may appeal by offering information
to support an additional search effort. Any such appeal must be
received in this Directorate within 60 calendar days of this
letter's date.

There are no assessable fees for this response.

Sincerely,

IR

) Bl

A. H. Passarella

Director -

Freedom of Information
and Security Review

Enclosure:
As stated

prepared by PRATT:32605L/NR:2/14/96:DF0I:X74026:gry/pk_ vyl _ wh



AMERICAN

JOURNAL

Fehruary 26, 1996

A.H. passarella

Director - :
rreedom of Information and Security Review
EOW/MIA

peMo (all requests go thru cencral pencagorn)

Room 2C 757 Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400

C=anr Mr. passarella:

1 r=ceived your response to my FOIA Ref:95-F-2605. Before I
zppeal. - wanted to ask you a question. I called your office on
criday and spoke co Jan your secretary, but since I haven't
neard back [rom yaou. T thought I would fax you this noce.

In your letter you say "DPMO advised chat it 1s involvad in the
ongoihg investigation pertaining to Lieutenant Commander Michael
Speicher, of which the Office ot the Jjoint Task Force-Full
rcceounting (JTE-FA). nas lead. However. DPMO further advised
~hat it has no records pertaining to Lieutenant Commander

Speicher.

r am not clear on one thing. If che DPMO is involved in the : - -
Speicher invescigacion,-then'how is it possible that it has nc :
records? If you can advise me by close of business today,
perhaps I will not have tO file an appeal.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely;
- C A_.'
/.& _ "//: / , ]
;/’4/}/7 /(J*’ A
Lvdn Heller
Producer ,
T12-319-7197 .
2-727-4282 (fax)

1
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December 19, 1995

~“POW/MIA

DPMO -

Director

Freedom of Information and Security Review
Room 2C 757 Pentagon :
Wwashington, D.C. 20301-1400

Atc'n: Lt. Col Pract

Fax: 703-693-7341

Dear Lt. Col Pracc:

Under the provigions of the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552), I am writing to request all records relating to
Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott Spsicher, specifically live sighting
reports, evidence of his escape and evasion code on the

ground, any records pertaining to his projecting from the
aircraft, his survival and capture.

Please inform me should there be any fees incurred fox
searching or copying the records and/or evidence I have
requested. However, as a news media represencative I
believe this request falls within the "pro bono publica”
aspect of the Act and therefore, ask that such fees as
pertain be waived. '

Should you deny all or any part of this request, please cite
specific exemptions and inform me of the procedures :
available regarding adminiscrative appeal process. I
appreciate your assistance with my request.

Sincerely,
T il :

nn Keller

Producer
AMERICAN JOURNAL
Ph: (212) 439-7197

rax: (212) 737-4983

2 Tast 7Ath Street . New York, New York 10021 . (212) 737-13900 . FAX (212)737-4983



ALY L AL ARG

51 FEB L1995 ' | | . -
OURNAL . - ...

FOIA Officer

Joint Chiefs <f Staff

Dear Sir or Madam:

Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552), T
request all records--including photos--velating Lo briefinygs given te thsa JCS
Chairman from 1 JAN 1995 to 1 NOV 19985 conce;ning the searches for, loss of
and/or status of Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher, USN, (dob of app. 1958),

migeing in action over Iraq on or about 16 JAN 1991. Speichcr- has been declared
dead by the DOD (see actached) and therefore files pertaining to him are

Teleasabl=a. :
While I am not providing a social security number fac Speicher, he is th= only

person cf this name to be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm. Therefore this request :
includes enough data for you to make a reasonable search of your finding aids

and records.

I am nrepared to pay reasonable fees for this request, hno request you waive
s4em as T am a member of the media and will use these records for journalism of

bhenslfit to the public.

Thank vcu for your Kind assistance.

Mark sfauter
Correspondent ' S
(212)432-7181 : »

A0 Ezst 7eth Strect . Mew York. New York 1002 : (212) T37-330 . FAX (212) T27-40R2



. DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

11TH WING

August 8, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR OASD(PA)DFOISR

FROM: OL-P, 11 CS/SCSR (FOIA)
1000 Air Force Pentagon
Washington DC 20330-1000

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request -- Case #96-1054

1. In accordance wiih Title 5, United States Code, Section $5%, we are
forwarding the attached request for action with direct reply to the requester.
2. The requester has been notified of this referral.

3. Please direct all questions to the undersigned at DSN 225-4992.

ATRICIA D. GRACE
Freedom of Information Manager

Attachments:
1. FOIA Request
2. Background Material

WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE - WORLD-CLASS SUPPORT



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE _
HEADOUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON OC

5 Aug 96
MEMORANDUM FOR OL-P, 11CS/SCSR

FROM: XOS
SUBJECT: FOIA Case 96-1054

We have reviewed subject FOLA and forward ISSA's memo.  Please note that information
requested is not maintained by our agency. Please forward the case to agencies specified in the
JSSA memo to possibly obtain the documents requested. If you have any questions, please

1 *

XO FOIA Monitor
DCS, Plans and Operations

Atch
JSSA w/FOIA Case 96-1054

.t



JOINT SERVICES SURVIVAL, EVASION,

'RESISTANCE AND ESCAPE (SERE) AGENCY
FT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 22060-5212

26 July 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR AF/XOS
- ‘ Attn: Mardy Romero

FROM: HQ JSSA/TN
9018 Black Road, Suite 101
Ft Belvoir, VA 22060-5212

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request Casc 96- 1054

1. all files pcrtaining to. Lt Cmdr Michael Speicher fall under the purview of
- DPMO. Yesterday I spoke with Mr. John Horn, FOIA POC at DPMO, and we
both agreed that this case should be sent to them for action.

2. If you have not already doné so, [ also suggest yoﬁ contact JSOC and
J3SOD. It is possible that they might also have files pertaining to Cmdr
Speicher.

3. If you have any questions, please contact me at 703-8‘0‘6-6419/6420,.

MM

DEBRA A. MACDONALD, GS-13, DAF
Chief, Library/Archives Branch

N



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

G& - o5

MEMORANDUM FOR 11 MSS/MSIS (FOIA) ‘
: ATTENTION: Ms. Grace- .JUN |8 1g

FROM: AFOSIIOC/DIR
500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009
Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act (FOLA) - Trent Gillies
ACTION MEMORANDUM ~

1. On 29 March 1996 we received a request for information from Mr. Trent Gillies,
Producer of American Journal. Mr. Gillies is requesting information regarding Lt Cmdr
lviichael Speicher who was missing in action over Iraq on or about 16 Jznuary 1991.

2. We determined that your agency may be maintaining information responsive to this
request.

3. We are forwarding the request to you for review and direct response to the requester.

4. The requester has been advised of this ;eferral.

. ™ -
‘\:. DRE é‘ﬂf&’-‘ }
. FRANK H. BATTENJR,, SA
Chief, Information Reieass

- -——

2 Attachments:
1. Cy of Request
2. AFOSI Response

UM ELPING TO PROTECT A GREAT WAY OF LIFE™



AIR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

Investigatuve Operations Center (IOC)/DIR JIN 18 5
500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 : _
Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000

American Journal
Trent Gillies, Producer
402 East 76th Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Mr. Gillies

. Reference our letter of 29 March 1996 regarding your request for information,
concerning Lt Cmdr Michael Spiecher.

We have conducted a search of our files and we have determined that the Air
Foree Office of Special Investizations is not mzintainiog zay informetion responsive to

your request.
If you interpret this “no records” response as a adverse action, you may appeal it

to the secretary of the Air Force within 60 days from the date of this letter. Include in the
appeal your reasons for reconsideration, and attach a copy of this letter. Address your*

letter as follows:
Secretary of the Air Force
Thru:- Investigative Operations Center (IOC)/DIR
500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 ,
Bolling AFB DC 203326000
However, your request has been referred to the office listed below for further
action and direct response to you. -

11 MSS/MSIS (FOILA)
1000 Air Force Pentagon
- RM 4A1088C
Washington, DC 20330-1000

Stncerely

Q (! Bﬁ%
FRANK H BATTEN JR,, S.

Chief, Information Release

“HELPING TO PROTECT A GREAT WAY OF LIFE"




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

1TH WING

August 8, 1996

OL-P, 11 CS/SCSR (FOI4)
1000 Air Force Pentagon
‘Washington DC 20330-1000

Mr Trent Gillies, Producer ‘ , ,
402 East 76th St " '
New York NY 10021

Dear Mr. Gillies

C\

We are responding to your hioxch 29, 188C, Freedom of Infor
Act request.

The mformation you requested is not maintained by our agency.
~ Therefore, we have transferred your request to:

Directorate, Freedom of
Information & Security Review
OASD(PA)DFOISR

. Room 2C757, Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

They will replv directly to you.

If you have any questions cohcemiqg this transfer, please direct them
to the undersigned at (703) 695-4992. _

Sincerelv

ﬂ e 224
LATRICIA D. GRACE
Rreedom of Information Manager

#96-1054

WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE - WORLD-CLASS SUPPORT
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27 MAR 1956

FOIA Officer
AFOSI
{301)870-1116

Dear Sir or Madam:

Under che provisions of the Freedom of Information Act {5 U.S.C. §52), I
ent

request all records--including photos--relating to the loss and subsequ
searches for and/or status of Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher, USN, (dob of
app. 1958), missing in action over Irag on or about 16 JAN 1991 (see attached).

Speicher has been declared dead by the DOD and therefore his files are
releasable. ' :
While I am not providing a social security number for Speicher, he is the odly

person of this name to be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm. Therefore this reguest
includes enough data for you to make a reasonable search of your finding aids

and records.
ared to pay reascnable fees for this reguest. but request you waive.
diz end will use these recorcs Ior jourzmalism of

r
s I am & menber of the mediz and woLlil
t t

o the public.

Thank you for your kind assistance.

Tfent Gillies

Producar _ )
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(212)439-7315 ' ﬂ//c){
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24~OO B.EFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

1 8 OCT 19%

In reply refer to:
I-96/19324

VHonorable John McCain
United States Senate
Washington DC 20510-0303

Dear Senator McCain:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding an offer by Mr.
Dave Norris, a private citizen, to travel to the Middle East to
search for and recover the remains of a United States Navy pilot.

Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft
was shot down on January 17, 1991, during the .Persian Gulf War.
He is listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) .
KIA/BNR reflects an accurate accounting status es determined by
the Secretary of the Navy. However, in our commitment to bring
home or account for each and every American lost due to hostile
action, we continue to investigate and pursue every avenue toward
possible repatriation of his remains. His crash site was located
west of Baghdad in 1994. : , s

In December 1995, the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched
investigators from the United States Army Central- Identification
Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to form-
the nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the
Red Cross. The team entered Iraq, with the permission of the
Iragi Government, located the crash site, and conducted a
thorough investigation. Information found during the
investigzation is being analyvzed and will be released once. the
investigation is complete and the family has been informed.

DoD receives offers on & reqular basis from concerned
citizens like Mr. Norris who wish to assist the Government in its
effort to provide an accounting of servicemen. While we are
genuinely thankful for such offers to assist in this humanitarian
issue, Department of Defense policy is to decline all offers for
volunteer services from private citizens to perform duties
assigned to United States active duty military personnel and
civil service employees. .Duties associated with site surveys,
investigations, and excavations incur substantial risks. Our
Government is unable to assume responsibility for the safety and
well-beinc of private citizens. '

o
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Mr. Norris’ interest in assisting in any capacity is
commendable; however, for the réasons cited we cannot sanction a
private search. Please thank Mr. Norris for his interest in
Department of Defense efforts to achieve the fullest possible
accounting for our missing servicemen. Your continued interest

and support in this issue are appreciated.

Sincerely,

O e

Charles W. H
Special Assistanc

. for Legislative Affairs
Defense POW/MIA Office

- -
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Captain Billy Lewis 4 1202) 226-7132
Director, Senata Liaison (e ¥sz-0170
Department of the Navy

SR 182 ,

Washington, D.C. 20510-0001

Daar Captain Lewis:

I have enclosed an inquiry which I have raeceived from Dave -
Norris of Santa Monica, California.

‘ I would greatly appreciate it if “you would review this .
material within existing rules, regulations and ethical
guidelines. Please previde me with z prompt raoponea
addressing this issue.

PLEASE MARK THE ENVELOPE TO THE ATTENTION OF: Sarah Lowery
in my Washington office, 241 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510. Thank you vary much for your kind  _,
assistance and cooperation. '

8incerely, - e
. - =
-
John McCain
United States Senator . .: -
-2 . ";:I
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The Honorable John McCain
United States Senate

241 Russell

Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Senator McCain: ,

We are old if brief acquaintances. I'm writting you égain, to
ask your help in a project involving the Iraqié. I regquested your
assistance last fall forcing the Passport Controll Office to auLROL—)///
ize my going to Iraq to conduct an interview with Deputy Prime Mlnlstcv
Tariqg Aziz. Unfortunatly, I never heard from you and since I am (or
was) a member of The Republican Senatorial Inner Circle, a supporter
of Senator Gramm (my. self having won the Heston Shoots at the Champion
level 4 times in the late 80s) and beinc Rocks sole participant in the.
all 3Star Salute To0 President Reagan---- I was both surprised ané a bic
hurt at the lack of assistance. Personally, I mark it up to staffers
in your office. | . | ' '

As you may be aware,. I went on to Irag and was there as our men
left on December 20, 1995 and continued to make nice--again, in case

. any of our people came into Iragi hands, I could assist in getting
them out and in an attempt to recover Michael Spelcher s remains--our
Waval Avaitor lost early in the war. .

Now I need your asslstance again anc this time (Attention Staf-
fers)I'll submit my request by Recisterec Mail and have soma one ther=a
also ask you personally and be certain vou sce my reguesct.

In short: I have another invitation from Irag to,vigit and wish-
to succeed ih récovering'Speicher‘s remains. Irag states I may bring
a delegation to search as long as I am head of it and they at this
point are not picky about whom I bring--cbviously members of our Mii-
itary. What they stated I wculd need was satalite photos of where to
look as according to Dr. Hassan, Irag's linister Plenipotentiary, chey
have no idea where to search.

Mv Motivatioﬁ: Why do I wish to do this? For the same reason I

was sent to Vietnam 'in 1972, to recover our lost men. In this case a

oresumed dead Airman. In 72, it was known there was intrigue afoot in -

the attempts to recover you guys. A leak was obvious, but where? Thus




I volunteered to go into Vietnam a81gned to supply ancé through ag-
sociation with our folks at Strategic Technical Directorate Agsis-
tance Team 158 (sorry for the poor spelling) I could become quietly
assimilated into the community there and hopefully use their resources
to find out where you guys were--at least that was the concept--ask
the Chief of Supply at Second AirForce at the tlme, we worked on the
concept togather.

In short, the leak was thought to be in the U.S. and now. appears
to have been inside the Prime Minister's OfflC; in SLagon—-but who

‘knows. Po;nt is, our man is still there and I and many others, want

him back! As I once walked Vietnam alone, I can do the Same in Iragqg.
While alone in my concept this time--i.e. no official support,

+ I have as one might expect filed reports at the appropriate Agency on

Observations inside Iraq after my travels. Likewise, my sole rezson
for thnis and scle activity while there, will be to recover Speichds
remains. _ ‘

Will you please obtain the necessary “best guess" of our Navy as
to where Speicher went down and if you feel like involvnment, eather
you lead the mission and I‘1ll carry your suitcase or more Pproperly,
you give me the information and if we are sucessful, you meet us at
the Jordan border. '

Will vou please think through options? If nothing e’se I'll do
the complete act, soly alone. Hlowever, might our side loan a Suburban
(4 wheel drive truck) and a little support? I am totally willing and
able tc co the act alone, I grew up in Alaska and am use< to both
wildernegs andé operating alone. ' .

In closing: I too was at Keesler AFB Hospital from_inju:y in
Vietnam (no I wasn't on the S5th floor-only Joking) when vou fellows
were sent there. As you may recall, we met in passing a number of
times and reknewed our very brief acquaintance at the All Star Salute
to Presicent Reagan.

These days I'm very active in Republican Politic¢s. I'm an Hono-
rary Board Member of the Beverly Hills Republican Club and lnvolved
in many other projects as well. My point being, if we don't give the
vouth of America scmething to admire, .Madona and Jim Car*v(the actor)
will be what they think is important in America.

Come on board John, we are old War Horses and knowinc what wc

IO T B T R TP EURERN L LA YRR &



are, we should ilways answer the Fire Bell when it rings.

I'll be happy to travel t6 Arizéna or Washington to discussg
the matter. Obviously, if I was arround President Reagan a bit, ';m
at least simi-house broken and promise to not embarass you in any
manor--I'll leave Ronstadt's band members home as no music will be

done.

Regpectfully,

BN ':l..‘}



2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

In reply refer to:
[-96/54196

Mr. Richard Gustafson
Py )( &)
Dear Mr. Gustafson: |

Thank you for your recent letter to Senator Connie Mack concerning the status of
Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher. Since our agency, the Defense Prisoner of
War/Missing Personnel Office, is the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for the
prisoner of war/missing in action issue, Senator Mack asked that we respond to yow.

Commander Michael Speicher’s F/A-18 aircraft was shot down on January 17, 1991,
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR).
KIA/BNR reflects an accurate accounting status as determined by the Secretary of the Navy.
However, in our commitment to bring home or account for each and every American lost due to
hostile action, we continue to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation of
his remains. His crash site was located west of Baghdad in 1994.

In December 1995, the DoD dispatched investigators from the United States Amy -
Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to form the- -
nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the Red Cross. The team entered Irag
with the permission of the Iraqi Government, located the crash site, and conducted a thorough
investigation. Information found during the investigation is being analyzed and will be released
publilcly once the investigation is complete and the family has been informed. '

I hope this information is useful. Should you have any further questions, please contact
our office. : ‘

Sincerely,

% . .
Charles W. Henit/—
Special Assista

for Legislative Affairs
Defense POW/MIA Office
cc:
Senator Mack
Navy Casualty
CILHI



Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205100904

December 3, 1956

Ms. Deborah R. Lee : _
Assistant to the Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense _
The Pentagon, Room 3E966

Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Ms. Lee:

Enclosed please find correspondence from Richard H.
Gustafson. ' :

" I would greatly appreciate any reply your office can give on‘
this inquiry. You may respond directly at the following address:

Additionally, please send a copv of your response to Casey
Otis at 517 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.. 20510.

Richard H. Gustafson

o

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.™:
Sincerely, .
| <:252Lc; i;>:22;1ing
‘ Connie Mack e
’ United States Senator

CM/kco

Enclosure
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Nov.12,1996

- Senator Connie Mack .
United States Senate -
Washington, DC 20510-0904

Dear Senator Mack,

Enclosed is a copy of the reply I received
From your office in 1994. Given the positive
statement in Paragraph 2, please provide me
with an up-date on the following serviceman,
for whom I have seen a POW/MIA bracelet:

Michael S. Speicher
U.S.Navy
16Jan91 Iraqg
Thénk you, in advance, for this informatiOn..

Sincerely,

st in tha
encounters.

of all troops
[ N0 American

-owing ‘how you feel
n the United States

- cerely,

ied States Senator
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Richard H. Gustatson

Dear Mr Gustafson

PNnited States Senate

WASHINGTQON, DC 20510-0904

January 5, 1994

‘]@ ) &)

Lo ™ Gmm e — - —— T, g

Thank you for contactmg me regarding your intersst in the
possibility of American POW’s from aur recent military encounters.

The Department of Defense: “has a full - accountmg of alt troops”

br“”“"h”* AT T nﬂ

| s = — -

;-depmyed n_both the_Guft ‘wariand in Somaha Thjé‘zryrm’ﬁﬁmﬁmn

=lng in actlon.

Again, thank you for getting in touch with me. Knowing how you feel
on key issues helps me bettar represent all Floridians in the United States

Senate.

CM/kmk

Sincerely,
onnie Mack

United States Senator

. — .
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2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2400

INTERNATIONAL - ' 24 FCB 1997
SECURITY AFFAIRS :
In reply refer to:
I-96/19743

Honorable Rod Grams
United States Senator
2013 2nd Avenue North
Anoka, MN 55303

Dear Senator Grams:

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Richard
Daly. Mr. Daly is requesting additional information concerning
the shootdown of Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher
during the Persian Gulf War. Our office is pleased to respond.

Mr. Daly first asks if there is any evidence that Commander
Speicher survived his crash. At present, we do not have any
evidence that he survived his loss incident. Our specialists have
investigated the probable crash site of Commander Speicher’s F/A-
18. Evidence from this site is undergoing analysis and will be
released when the investigation is complete and Commander
Speicher’s family has been fully informed.

Mr. Daly’s final question is whether any pilot distress -
symbols were found near the crash site. Again, we do not possess
any evidence that evasion codes assigned to Commander Speicher
were located near his crashsite. '

Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance to you.
Your interest and support in this important issue is appreciated.

Sincerely,
.\/l
San '
amess W. Wold

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(POW/Missing Personnel Affairs)

cc:
Navy casualty

Secretary of the Navy
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6 January 1998

SECRETARY, JOINT STAFF DIRECTIVE
on

LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN VENTO TO SECDEF REGARDING MISSING
NAVY F-18 PILOT LCDR MICHAEL SCOTT SPEICHER

The attached correspondence is circulated for information.

i \\ Joint Secretariat
YA
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December 10, 1997

The Honorable William Cohen
The Secretary Of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon 4
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Cohen:

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the status of missing Navy F-18 pilot Lieutenznt
Commander Michael Scott Speicher, the first American lost in the 199] Persian Gulf War. |
request that you inform me of the status of this incident, and an investigation into the status of the
only member of the United States miilitary Persian Gulf Conflict whose fate remains unknown to

this matter without delay. o g

Your attention to this matter will provide answers to the family of the fallen Navy pilot, andto
our American military servicemen and women. Thank you for your assistance on this particular
case, and 1 look forward to hearing from you.

BFV:ms

PRNTED ON RECTTLID PAZER

120829 /97



UM Iee W0 e ADDIS LAING DEWRE AR Ur UEFEINSE

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-2400

" INTERNATIONAL

SECURITY AFFAIRS ' 13 FEB 1998
In reply refer to:
1-98/60420
Honorable John McCain

United States Senate

Attn: Dan Twining

241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator McCain:

Thank you for your January 9, 1998, letter to the former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense (DASD) for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs, James W. Wold, on behalf of Collin
Smith and David L. Parker. M. Smith and Mr. Parker seek information about Navy Lieutepant
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but
whose remains have not been recovered.

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed
in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information
known to him at the time of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status as KIA- -
BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status
because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, given our
Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans
lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of intelligence
information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic,
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iragi Government, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander Speicher’s previotsly unlocated crash site. Although we did not
recover Commander Speicher’s remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were
recovered which has allowed us to continue our investigation. :

Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of the DoD efforts and the
information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our
actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has
developed, my office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised.




~ The men and women of this office gratefully appreciate the continuous concern and
consistent support you and your colleagues demonstrate for our efforts to achieve the fullest
possible accounting. I hope this information is helpful in responding to Mr. Smith and Mr.
Parker. So that they may stay abreast of our operations throughout the world, I recommend you
have them contact our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you have further questions, please

contact my office.
Smcerely, :
J. Alan Liotta -
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(POW/Missing Personnel Affairs)
cc:

Navy casualty office



S eINOC FRIDWVINGR U WARNNMIDDIING FardJNNeL OFFICE
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON :
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

17 4R 1998

In reply refer to:
1-98/63095

C— (1))

Dear Mr. Nickels:

" Thank you for your February 25, 1998, letter to the Defense POW/Missing Personne]
Office. As a former roommate and friend of his, you request information on Navy Lieutenant
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War, but
whose remains have not been recovered. ‘ :

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed
in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information
known to him at the time of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in
action-body not recovered (KIA-BNR). The Department of the Navy continues to carry
Commander Speicher in this status because it reflects the most accurate information to date
regarding his fate. However, given our Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the
fullest possible accounting for Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after Commander Speicher’s loss
incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an investigation. Since 1993, we
have used ali appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means availabje to
mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Department of Defense (DoD) Investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Ideptification
Laboratory entered Irag, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander Speicher’s previously unlocated crash site. - Although we did not
recover his remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has
allowed us to continue our Investigation.

To ensure the integrity of our ongoing investigation into Commander Speicher’s case and
out of deference to his family’s request for privacy, we cannot provide you with details of this.
case. Be assured, however, that Commander Speicher’s family is being kept fully informed of
our efforts and the information we obtain. '

9



The men and women of this office gratefully appreciate your concem for your friend,
Commander Speicher. We are committed to accounting for all our nation’s unaccounted-for
servicemen. To stay abreast of our operations throughout the world, I recommend you contact
our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo.

Sincerely,

cc:
Navy casualty office



WEMSINDSS FUDUNEI U WARIMISSDING FERSUNNEL OFFiCE
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

06 MY 1988

In reply refer to:
 1-98/66907

Office of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Attention: Mr. John Gonzales

10440 North Central Expressway

Suite 1160, LB 606

. Dallas, TX 75231

Dear'Mr. Gonzales:

. Thank you for your March 17, 1998, letter to the Navy’s legislative liaison office on behalf
of Mr. Woody Nickels who is requesting information on Navy Lieutznant. Commender Michesi
Scott Speicher who was lost during the Gulf War. Your letter was forwarded to our office since
we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, and we are pleased to
respond. Per you request, we have enclosed a copy of your letter to us with its corresponding
attachments

Aswe informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17, 1998, letter to him on this issue, Commander
Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq during the
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time
of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-body not
recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status
because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, given our
Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans
lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his Crash site
several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an
investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence, and
scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. :

In December 1995, working through the Internatdonal Committee of the Red Cross,
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander Speicher’s crash site. Although we did not recover Commander
Speicher’s remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has
allowed us to continue our investigation. '

Commander Speicher’s family has been kcpt fully informed of DoD efforts and the
information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our

o
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actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their
- privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has
developed, our office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised.

I hope this information is helpﬁﬂ Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have further
questions on this issue. :

Sincerely,

Charles W. Henley
- Special Assistant for Legislauve Affairs
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office

Enclosure:
As stated

ce:
iNavy casuzlty ofiice



2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

06 may 1938

In reply refer to:
1-98/66906

Honorable Dick Armey

United States Representative
9901 Valley Ranch Parkway, East
Suite 3050 |

Irving, TX 75003

- Dear Representative Armey:

Thank you for your March 25, 1998, letter to the Navy’s legislative liaison office on behalf
of your constituent, Mr. Woody Nickels. Mr. Nickels requests information on Navyv Lieutenant
Comamander Micheel Scow Speicher who was kilied in action during the Persian Guif War, but
whose remains have.not been recovered. Your leter was forwarded to our office since we are the -
Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue. We are pleased to provide you
the following information for your use in responding to Mr. Nickels.

As we informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17, 1998, letter to him on this issue, Commmander -
Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq during the
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time

- of Commander Speicher’s loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-body not

recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status

because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, given our
- Government’s unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans

lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his.crash site
several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an
investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomadc,'mte@gence, and

scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation.

In December 1995, working through the Itternational Committee of the Red Cross,
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Idemtification Laboratory in Hawaii
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Govemment, and conducted a thorough
investigation of Commander S peicher’s crash site. Although we did not recover Commander
Speicher’s remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has
allowed us to continue our investigation.

Commander Speicher’s family has been kept fully informed of DoD efforts and the

information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our
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actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their
 privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has
developed, our office has kept the appropridte congressional oversight committees apprised.

Representative Armey, your continued concern and support for this important issue are

" gratefully acknowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr.

‘Nickels may stay abreast of our current operations throughout the world, I recommend you have
him contact our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you or your staff have furt.hcr questions
regarding thlS 1ssue, please do-not hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

Charles W. Henley

Special Assistant fo
Defense POW¢f]ssi

cc:

Ny CASUEITY Gillcs



Department of Defense
Office of the Secretary
International Secretary Affairs

Date: & / .Z7 B

Just wanted to follow-up briefly on our phone
conversation. Enclosed is the report we provided
to the Iraqis via the ICRC. In regards the FOIA
requests, DoD has not released any documents. :
The overall requestare still pending. My understanding ™ -
is that when they elect to respond, we will receive in ,
- advance for approval a package of documents. -Should
that occur, I would like to geta copy of this package to
you for your thoughts/concerns before we officially respond.
Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything I can do for

either of you.

J. Alan Liotta «
Deputy Director
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office



LEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400

In reply refer to:
[-97/21681"

MEMORANDUM FOR The International Committes Of The Red Cross (ICRC) -
(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux)

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personne] Affairs
Prepared by LCDR K. Wilson, OASD/ISA-DPMO

SUBJECT: Results of the Investigation of U.S. F/A-18 Loss in Wester Region of Iraq

Purpose. For your benefit and that of the Iraqi personnel who assisted us on the humanitarizn
operation to confirm the fate of LCDR Micheel S. Sgeicher, this report provides a status of
findings from the excavation of his crash site.

Background

In March 1991, the Republic of Iraq (ROI) repatriated remains to the UJ.S. that’tggzy
associated with the name of “Michael”. DNA analysis subsequently determined they .were not
those of LCDR Speicher. |

On March 1, 1995, the ROI agresd to a joint ICRC/ROI hﬁmam'tarian recovery ;ﬁ:ort to

determine the fate of the pilot. The team included experts from the U.S. Centra] Identificarion
Laboratory in Hawaij (CILHI). On December 10, 1995, a team of ICRC officials and CILHI



Description of Crash Site

The field investigation was conducted on December 10 - 16, 1995. Wreckage of the F/A-
12 aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of 2 major East-West highway in a desert
region with no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedouin camps were visible to the north
and northwest of the crash site, with numerous dirt trails radiating out from the camps to the
paved roads. -

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft wreckage were present on the desert floor
(photos 1-3, enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage
- showed minimal fragmentation, it was determined to be consistent of 2 terminal velocity, high
angle and low power impact. The wreckage consisted of the nose gear and 20mm gun,
representing the nose of the aircraft; the wings; engines; and tail rudders and smbilizers
(enclosure 3). Ordinance was still located at the crash site (photo 13, enclosure 5). The
following major components were not with the airframe:

1) Wing fuel drop tank - found 4000 meters north

2) Center line fuel ¢rop tank - found 2500 meters noic:

3) Canopy - found 670 meters northeast ~

4) The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward of the wings to just aft of the
gun - not found :

Subsequent post crash fire and erosion had contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of |
the structural elements manufactured from composite material, such as the wings. '

Aircraft Wreckage Findings

Excavation was initiated in the area of the cackpit, an area which showed signs of recent
manual digging. The ground was excavated to a depth of 50 centimeters to culturally sterile soil.
Excavation continued along the aircraft’s midline undi it became apparent that no significant
cockpit debris, pilot-related materials, or human remains were present (photos 4-9, enclosure 5).

Analysis of the engines concluded that both engines were in relatively good shapé. Based
on post crash analysis of the photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is the
engines had shut down in flight. The wing and centerline drop tanks found north of the crash site
had their pylons still artached (photos 10-11, enclosure 5). The pylons were torn from the
fuselage inflight, indicative of excessive aerodynamic forces over a short period of time that were
consistent with the aircraft being subject to a violeat spin.

The cockpit canopy, found northeast of the wreckage, had been jettisoned. When first
examined, the frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed
by the Bedouins to serve as a local landmark (photo 12, enclosure 5). Both canopy jettison
rocket motors had been fired, which produced bumn marks even and complete. Given available

- evidence, mishap investigators determined that the pilot inidated the jetdson.



Archaeological Findings

During the recovery effort, the team surveyed a circle of approximately 10 kilometers in
diameter centered around the crash site. The team anthropologist shovel-tested several low rock
piles located around the wreckage in search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5).
None appeared to be associated with a subsurface disturbance within the last ten years. No
human remains were recovered at either the crash site or the several small stone piles examined.
No pilot-related materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-related items found during |
excavation consisted of only two switches and one warning indicator light.

During the excavation, Iragi officials present at the site notified the team that a young
Bedouin boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several t=am members
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site-and discovered a
U.S. flight suit lying on the surface. The team began to systematically surface search the
adjoining desert, but were not allowed to directly interview the child. Ultimately, addidonal
pilot-related materials were recovered approximately | kilometer to the east of where the flight
suit was located: :

1) Six fragments of anti-G suit materdal

2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter fragment -
5) Three survival-raft fragments

4) A survival-kit flare

5) A parachute-riser fragment

Final Analysis

The flight suit is consistent with the one wom by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected
from his aircraft. The flight suit and all ALSS equipment recovered were cut with a sharp object;
they also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive external bleeding (photo 15-16>
enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the vicinity of the crash site. TheTecovery team
‘reported that the cockpit area of the aircraft, including ejection-seat components, was removed
prior to the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavation. Pending new"uifonnation, ‘
no further excavation is required at the crash location.

Enclosure(s):

General location of crash site.

Topographic location of project area and relative location of the recovered materials.
Sketch map of site.

List of photographs.

Photographs (16).

NEW
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16.

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

. Crash site as viewed upon arrival (lookmg northmst)

Close-up view of crash site prior to beginning recovery (lookmg north). Red ﬂags mark
unexploded ordnance. '

Close-up view of crash site (looking northwest). Arrow points to where location of cockpit
should be. ’

Excavation of units in cockpit area (looking north). -

Close-up view of soil profile showing artifact-bearing stratum, burned layer, and underlying
mmdent—stenle stratum (looking at grid west wall).

View of completed- excavanon (looking grid north).

. Close-up view of nose gear and 20 mm gun.

‘Vertical stabilizer.

Excavation in progress (looking south). Port ng in foreground.

- One of the fuel (drop) tanks located to the east of the crash site.

. Other fuel (drop) tank located to the east of the crash site.

. Cémopy frame as first viewed by the recovery team.

. Ordnance. }

. Rock pile located immediately east of the canopy frame. The construction, form, and sxze of

this pile mirrors those of numerous other feanm:s found in the project area.
Upper portion of flight suit found. Detail shows definite cuts in material.

Full flight suit modeled to show completeness.

N
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II.

III.

Iv.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

XIII.

SUMMARY OF FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES _
A— &)(e)

LCDR_MICHAEL S. SPEICHER, USN . -
] _______________———————4————4\_ . p—

Other Crew Members
None

Day or night/Date/Weather

Night (0352 local)/17 January 1991/No report on weather
Mission y L -
First night strike mission in vicinity of Baghdad, Irag

Aircraft loss - Location/Terrain ,

Aircraft failed to check in upon completion of strike.
Approximate position N33.00, E042.20 per VFA-81, N33.10,
E044.40 per DIA/Overland A

Aircraft Type/Unit/call sign/Single or multiple place
F/A-18/ VFA-81/AA-403/ Pilot of single seat aircraft

Communications from aircraft/member : .
Last voice communication was after completicn of ra2fueling and
Ericr to entering hostile territory.

Loss observed/Witnesses :

During debriefing, one air wing pilot reported having possibly
seen an aircraft hit by air-to-air or surface-to-air fire,
explode and subsequently crash. It cannot be positively
determined if this was AA-403, but no other aircraft were -
lost during this strike. '

Search
Search efforts initiated. There were no visual or audible
signals. ‘ R

Imnediate assessment
No firm information as to the fate of the pilot. Originally
reported as KIA by Secretary of Defense Cheney. - :

Intelligence ‘ .- '
Debrief of enemy POWs provided no information on this incident
which would indiCate LCDR Speicher's survival.

Propaganda

None

Repatriated POW information
No U.S. or Allied POWs held any information which would indicate
LCDR Speicher's survival. g

Status of Remains
Conclusive evidence proved the remains provided by Iraqgi
government were not those of LCDR Speicher.
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* WASHINGTON, DC  20306-8000

| REMTTO
ATIZNTION O

AFIP=-QAFME

SURGERY, ATTN; ‘MORTUARY AFFAIRS BRANCH,
“WASHINGTON, DC '20372-5120

SUBJECT: T DNA Testing Of Desert Storm Remains - DS1-256

- 1. DNA testing has been completed on the remains of DS1-256

) that were received at the Dover Port Mortuary on 23 March 19$1. :
Results confirm that thoss remains are not those eof LCDR Michael .
Scott Speichser, U.5. Navy, ho was reported missing (Zlkﬁ%) _
in actior on 17 January 1991, while in= upport of Operaticn _ ,
Desert Storm. -

2. The remains identified as DS1-256 consisted of partially
decomposed portions of upper torsc tissue, mainly skin, which
were rscovered by Irag cfficizls and returmed %o United Stazter
control through the Red Cross., No additional informatien was
available from the Iraq government as to why these remains were
beliaved to be those of ICDR Speicher. :

3. Comparison of DNA tests from the tissue sample of DS1-256

were made with DNA results cbtained from sera of LCDR Speicher™
stored (drawn July 1950) in the Department of Defense HIV - -
repository, hair cliprings from an electric shaver belonging to

LCDR Speicher, and hair from a decdorant bar belonging to LCDR
Speicher. DNA results were also compared with DNA tests run on

cral swabs and plucked hairs from Joanne A. Speicher (wife),

Michael S. speicher (son), and Meghan L. Spelcher (daughtsr).

4. Initially difficulty was encounterad obtaining genomic DNA
test results from tha DS1-256 due to sample degradation, but
eventually adequats results were obtained from plucked haiy
samplaes found on the tissue. Further genemic systenm analysis
are being completed. We i{nitiated mitochendrial DNA tasting

when genomic DNA testing was proving difficult; this ig gtiil
on-going. v

S. The DNA resulis obtained peraltting this exclusion wers
based on Polymarase Chain Reaction (PCR)-based amplification
"AmpFLP" testing using the human gene probe, pMCT 118, by Marcia
Elsenberg, PhD, “at the Roche Bicmedical Laboratories, Inc.,

Research Triangle Park, North Carclina. The results arg ag
follows: : .
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AFIP-OAFME ' . ,
SUBJECT: DNA Testing Of Desert Storm Remains - DS1-256

Specimen: . Alleles:

DS1-256 remains v T , :
Michael S. speicher (Sen) - @
Meghan L. Speicher (Daughter) ] (b) )
Joanne A. Speicher (Wife) . . 1 '

TheSe résults,wera produced on a polyacrylamide gel which
yYielded strong, unambigquous, technically-adequate rasults frae
of background noisa, , . ' ' ‘

6. "Potential Challenges with this testing have been addrassed.
This exclusion is not erronaocus on the basis of measurement
inprecision, as the bands involved are not in closge proximity to
each other but are in different regions of the gel. The
exclusion is not erroneous en the basis of a "lost bana" where
the remains yielded a single homozygous band, because the
redigree constructed frem Mrs. Speicher and tha children

indicates thzt Lopm Speicher hus alleles i 2Jwhich are
e gel. Furthermors,

inconsistent with the allele seen on
the gel results are strong, clear, and free of background
noise. The exclusioen is not errcneocus due to a2 mutational
event, because the possibility that this would happen |pmgerer
SRR i s eXtremely unlikely. The exclusion is net ‘erroneous
Fue to contamination, as the psotnmorten sample for DNA testin

as obtained by plucking hair from the skin sample of Dsi-2s6,

Again, the results wers unequ ith no hint of a second
genotype in the backs .

7. These DNA tes* results definitely exclude LCDR Michael S.
Speicher as the origin of those remains identified as DS1-256.

8. any additicnai question concerning these test should be
directed to MAS (P) Victor Weedn, MC, USa, Chief, Armad Forces

DNA Identification Laboratory, (202) 576-3288/2482 or (A)
291-~3288/2482. -

HARD C. FR;EDE, M.D. '

c
ramed Forcas Madical Examiner




MEMORANDUM FCR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPEICHER

6 May 91: Spoke to Dr. Weedon (ATME). He relayed that. remains
they had been testing DNA for a possibility of match with LcpR
Speicher is definitely NOT LCDR Speicher's remains.

Remains consisted of scalp w/hair, metal (originally thought to be
bone) and fragments. They were running it for a DNA sample
originally without comparison. They were locking for two kinds of
DNA: genomic and monochondrial (sp?). There are a lot more copies
of monochondrial DNA and its easier to obtain, but they couldn't

get this type DNA as a comparison from the children since it is .

only inherited from the mother. They had to contract with three
other companies for some of DNA Testing. They had a lot of
difficulty getting regular DNA testing out of sample. They knew
their best chance was with monochondrial DNA, but they couldn't
figure out how to do it.

They finally got gencmic DNA from the remains. This was enough to
get something now from the family. .

Lhey nad tne problem next of receiving oral swabs that turned out
"clean" and had to go back to family for more, plus mother for
reverse parenting. ' -

From the razor, they were able tec get hair shafts, but not rocots.
They needed roots for genomic DNA testing. Shafts only have
monochondrial DNA. They are still processing for monochendrial
DNA, but it will take a few weeks. Its not really used much.

HIV serum test proved negative. It had alreaay been processed to
remove white blocd cells.

After obtaining new swabs, they were able to get a good set from
family and from remains.

The hairs they used to get DNA sample from remains were plucked ahd-

roots used. Therefore sample was a clean result and well
representative. He has a lot of confidence in it. )

They got the same DNA result from both children, so there's no real
chance of mistake on this. '

Dr. Weedon said the remains are conclusively not LCDR Speicher. He
can say they are a negative match with strong conviction. A
Positive result would not be easy to state so strongly.

They are running results for more evidence, but he doesn't really
need them. Its just good lab practice and helps demonstrate the
conclusion to other people.

PaU)-UOQ ‘\*8/":;;"1& 'f:‘_iu.ﬂ.%:)' o Q'HO\- (_‘_:\:\\.,\ /L—CO\:{ Sr\QQ- T
Popoe Weedons = Qo 576 - 3287 /8.




MEMORANDUM -FOR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPEICHER -

29 APR 91: Called CACO, LCDR Salazar. Told him Navy ready to
change status to KIA. Wanted to send CNP rep, CAPT Raebel to’
discuss efforts to date and change in status. CAPT Curtin,
COMLATWING CO, personally visited Mrs. Speicher. Everyone decidegd
there was no need for CAPT Raebel to visit Mrs. Speicher.

Mr. Canik from Armed Forces Medical Examiner called. Said they.
have a DNA fingerprint from the remains, but still need something

- to compare it to. Said HIV test blood sample was too well processed
.to get anything from it. Oral swabs turned up absclutely negative
- which indicates to them the swabs were not taken correctly or the
right ones not sent. They need to test the children and mother now
inorder to do reverse paternity testing. They were able to get
hair follicles from personal items to compare with hair on remains,
but this is a slow, unrefined process.

., Lt Col Bason (sp?) called from JMAO (CENTCOM Mortuary Affairs). He

> said they were working on trying to get a flight suit from ICRC
that was possibly LCDR Speicher's. He mentioned the spelling ICRC
hzd feor his name was Mickel. Ee sz2id the f£flicht suit would be sent
to Dover from Riyadh if they get it from ICRC. He is gone 1 May.
NEW POC is Major John McClullan, USAF, AV 968-5835/6/7.

30 APR 91: LCDR Salazar called and confirmed no need for CABT
Raebel to visit. status change requested for 22 May. Memorial
service or funeral (if remains identified) planned for same day.
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PLEASGLIE NOTE DATL

No. 653-95
| . (703)655-0152(media)
_ (F03)637-318%(copies)
. IMMEDIATE REILEASE December 14, 1995 {703)657-5737(publicfindustry)
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE KED CROSS LEADS US,
INVESTIGATION INTO IRAQ

4Theh:maﬁcnﬂ€nmmiun=cf&ekadc'w.ﬁtbtbampmdmddn®vum
of Irag, is leading a team, including U.S. experts, 1o igvestigats and excavare a crash site of a
USS. pilot lost in 1991 during the Gulf War. This missicn is eiriotly e humeniterien effort 10

cer g Aol e 2TV 0a R
v e G € e eid W s ‘-hl-dl

COncs United States officials had conclusive evidenes of the crash in Iraq, they asked the
ICRC in its capecity ag a neutral intermediary to sesd & team to the erash glts to seerch for. ,
remaing and relevant evidsacs, Toe [CRClead tauz-inaludes & U, anthropologirt and lifs
science technician from ths U.S. Army's Central [dentifieation Laberatery and aireraft crash _
mvestgators. | C .

- The team traveled to the crash site viz Baghdad, Results will not be known until a
complete analysis'is concludad :

- Tbe U.S. Government remains committed to determining the fate, and if possible,
repatriating the rezaing of any U.S. service member lost {n confliee.

-END- ' ; .

INTERNET AVAILABILITY: This documment is aveilshls oa DefeasaLINK. 2 Werld Wids Web Server an the
Intcrper, ac heoo//wew dde dia mil/defenselink/ '




DO NU1 KELBADL WiiAUUL AULLUINALALLYLN
Public Release Statement - —

The International Committee of the Red Cross, with the
cooperation of the Government of Irag, is leading a team, including
U.S. experts, to investigate and excavate a crash site of a U.S. pilot
lost in 1991 during the Gulf War. This mission is strictly a -
humanitarian effort to account for an American pilot whose remains
have never been recovered.

Once United States officials bad conclusive evidence of the
crash site in Iraq, they asked the ICRC in its capacity as a meutral
intermediary to send.a team to the crash site to search for remains
and relevant evidence. The ICRC-led team. includes a U.S. _
anithropologist and life science technician from the U.S. Army's
Central - Identification Laboratory and aircraft crash investigators.

, | The team traveled to the crash site via Baghdad. Results will
not be knowm until 2 complete analysis is concluded. ‘

The U.S. Government remains commiﬁed to determining the
fate and, if possible, repatriating the remains of any U.S. service
member lost in conflict. S :

DO NOT RELEASE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION




From: Mike Brock :
Naval Aviation Depot
1126 Pocahontas St.
Norfolk, VA 23511-2195

To:  Alan Liotta
OSD/DPMO
Suite 700B
1300 Clarendon Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22201

§

Dear Mr. Liotta:

I have been informed by Naval Air Systems Command, Washington, D.C. that your
activity has requested some photographic, dimensional, and operational information regarding the
Martin-Baker SJU-5A ejection seat used in earlier versions of the F/A-18A/B. I presume this
information involves a mishap of some sort, however, since I have not spoken to you directly I
cannot ascertain exactly what type of information you truly need. Therefore, I have only enclosed
some general information regarding the operation of the STU-5A ejection seat system.

Also, I have discussed this matter with an associate of mine, Mr. Peter Yost of the Naval
Air Warfare Center, Warminster, PA and he will be sending some basic ejection seat dimensional
- information on my behalf.

I understand that photographic information is highly desired. Depending on the
circumstances of the ejection or non-ejection, damage characteristics can vary greatly. We
currently have some mishap photographic data and this could be helpful if the circumstances were
similar to a mishap you may be investigating. I should also note that some of these photos are
privileged information and cannot be released, but can be viewed if necessary.

If you have any further questions regarding Martin-Baker escape systems and need
additional assistance please contact me at (804)444-8416 or Peter Yost at (215)441-3094.

Sincerest Regards,

(: ﬁg .
- Michael E. Brock

Aerospace Engineer
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NOTE — —

THERE ARE NO PROVISIONS FOR z
MANUAL BAILOUT IN THE EVENT
OF EJECTION SEAT FAILURE }

SEQUENCING TIMES INDICATED ARE AFTER CATAPULT - (2
FIRING (INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT). TO DETERMINE TOTAL .
TIME, A TIME FACTOR FOR THE PERIOD BETWEEN PULLING
THE EJECTION CONTROL HANDLE AND CATAPULT FIRING
MUST BE ADDED TO THE FIGURES SHOWN. THIS TIME

, = -
INTERVAL REPRESENTS THE TIME IT TAKES FOR CANOPY { ? K / Yy
o RS
‘ R
(ﬂ } 177 '

JETTISON AND IS APPROXIMATELY 0.80 SECONDS AT ZERO

ATRSPEED. THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL 0.40 SECOND DELAY

PETWEEN THE REAR COCKPIT SEAT AND THE COCKPIT 33

SEAT IN F/A-18B AND F/A-16D. _ } ‘
\

4]

\

18AD~120=10~{Z7-1)10-8CAN

I WARNING l

MINIMUM ALTITUDES ARE DEPENDENT UPON DIVE ANGLE,
AIRSPEED AND BANK ANGLE. RECOMMENDED MINIMUMS ARE
10,000 FEET (AGL) IF OUT OF CONTROLLED FLIGHT AND 2,000 FEET
(AGL) IN CONTROLLED FLIGHT.

THE EJECTION SEQUENCE STARTS WHEN THE EJECTION CONTROL HANDLE IS PULLED
UPWARD. ‘

A IFF SWITCH ACTUATED, PIN PULLER POSITIONED, INERTIA REEL POSITIONS
CREWMEMBER, CANOPY IS JETTISONED.

B CATAPULT IS FIRED (INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT) CREWMEMBERS LEGS ARE
RESTRAINED, EMERGENCY OXYGEN IS ACTIVATED, ELECTRICAL POWER IS
DISCONNECTED, PERSONAL SERVICES (OXYGEN AND COMMUNICATIONS)
BETWEEN-SEAT AND AIRCRAFT ARE DISCONNECTED. DROGUE GUN AND TIME

RELEASE MECHANISM TRIP RODS ARE TRIPPED. THE ROCKET MOTOR IS FIRED ON
COMPLETION OF FULL CATAPULT EXTENSION (APPROX. 76 INCHES).

C DROGUE GUN FIRES, CONTROLLER (PILOT) DROGUE AND STABILIZER DROGUE ARE
DEPLOYED TO STABILIZE AND DECELERATE THE SEAT.

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 1)
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ON HIGH ALTITUDE SEQUENCE : AT ALTITUDES ABOVE 13,000 = 1500 FEET AN
ALTITUDE SENSING BAROSTAT (INTERNAL TIME RELEASE MECHANISM) PREVENTS

PREMATURE DEPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE AND ALLOWS CREWMEMBER
TO MAKE A RAPID DESCENT TO A SAFE ALTITUDE.

NOTE

IF EMERGENCY OXYGEN FAILS TO RELEASE AUTOMATICALLY

UPON EJECTION, PULL THE MANUAL OXYGEN RELEASE RING

(GREEN RING) STOWED ON LEFT SIDE OF SURVIVAL KIT (INBD)
- UNDERNEATH CUSHION.

e

AT ALTITUDES ABOVE 7,000 TO 8,000 FEET, THE TIME DELAY (FOR PERSONNEL
PARACHUTE DEPLOYMENT) IS CONTROLLED BY A G-CONTROLLER (INTERNAL TIME
RELEASE MECHANISM) WHICH INTERRUPTS THE TIMING SEQUENCE UNTIL
DECELLERATION FORCE IS LESS THAN 3 G'S. AT ALTITUDES BELOW 7,000 TO 8,000

FZET, THE TIME DELAY MECHANISM (1.50 SECONDS) STARTS WITHOUT
INTERRUPTION. AFTER THE 1.50 SECOND DELAY, THE TIME RELEASE MECHANISM
CARTRIDGE FIRES, RELEASING THE UPPER AND LOWER RESTRAINT MECHANISMS ‘
PARACHUTE MECHANICAL LOCK AND DROGUE SHACKLE FROM SCISSOR MECHANISM.

AT FULL DEVELOPMENT (OPENING SHOCK) OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE, THE
CREWMEMBER AND SURVIVAL KIT SEPARATE FROM THE SEAT (HELD IN ONLY EY
STICKER CLIPS). RADIO BEACON IS ACTIVATED AT CREWMEMBER/SEAT SEPARATION.

NORMAL PARACHUTE DESCENT.

.SURVIVAL KIT DEVELOPEMENT - WHILE DESCENDING, CREWMEMBER (OPTION) MAY

ACTIVATE SURVIVAL KIT HANDLE AND OPEN KIT FOR DEPLOYMENT OF SURVIVAL:
EQUIPMENT LIFE RAFT. _ ' -

AFTER ACC 446, FOLLOWING DESCENT AND LANDING IN SEA WATER, SEWARS IS
ACTIVATED RELEASING CREWMEMBER FROM PERSONNEL PARACHUTE.

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 2)
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Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 3)
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0.0 SEC _O.SSEC 1.0 SEC 15 SEC © 20 SEC
LOW ALTTTUDE SEQUENCE 18AC-120-10-{27-3)8-5CAN

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 4)
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STICKER CUP STRAP
(MATES WITH STICKER

CUP-SEAT BUCKET)

SURVIVAL KIT -
RELEASE HANDLE

MANUAL OXYGEN RELEASE
RING (GREEN RING)

: LIFE RAFT INFLATION IS INMIATED BY GRAVITY
H WHEN THE DROP LIXE IS FULLY EXTENDED
AFTER SURVIVAL KIT OPENING.

WARNING

IF THE SURVIVAL KIT IS DEPLOYED AFTER
LANDING IN WATER, A SNATCH PULL ON THE
DROP LINE (NEAR €0, BOTTLEXS REQURED
TO INFLATE THE UFE RAFT.

. I;AB-!!O—!O-(I‘IW
Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 5)



MANUAL OVERRIDE HANDLE\

A1-F18AC-120-310,
WP021 00

SAFE/ARMED HANDLE
A1-F1BAC-120-310,
WPQ22 00

S . ' 184C-120-30~{60-2023-6C.
Figure 1. Seat Bucket (25MAH558 or 25MAK559) Removal and Installation (Sheet 2)
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Ep TOP FLAP)

- DROGUE
SHACKLE
SAFETY TIE
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A AFTER ACC 44

1BAC-120-33-(34

Figure 1. Aircraft Seat Parachute A/P28S-24 (25MAH578 or 25MAK579)-

'Rembval_ and Install_ation (Sheet 2) :
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31. SYSTEM OPERATION.

32. The SAFE/ARMED handle (WP005 03 and
WPO005 04) is set to the ARMED position (seat™
armed) when the aircraft is ready for flight. When
in the ARMED position, the visible portion of the
handle is colored with yellow and black markings
and placarded as ARMED. When in the SAFE
position, the visible portion is colored white and

‘placarded as SAFE.

The emergency escape sequencing system provides
for canopy jettison and ejection of seats in correct
sequence. The selection of sequencing is made on
the ejection selector in the rear cockpit. There are
three selections:

a. Normal - When sequence is initiated from
the cockpit, both seats are ejected with the rear seat
first. When sequence is initiated from the rear
cockpit only the rear seat is ejected.

b. Solo - Selection is used when the rear cockpit
is not used. :

c. Aft - Both seats are ejected with the rear seat
first when initiated from cockpit or rear cockpit.

The ejection sequence starts when the ejection
control handle is pulled. Upward movement of the
ejection control handle removes two sears from the
seat initiator, firing two cartridges within the seat
initiator.

33. FIRING SEQUENCE. Ejection seat firing
sequence (WP005 03) is operated by ballistic gas
pressure and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced
by the right cartridge in the ejection seat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the
sequence listed below:

a Actuates the pin puller 25GPJ532.
b. Fires the inertia reel 25GPH503 cartridge.

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505
which:

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP006 00) by way of the one-way transfer valve
20GPK530.

-
- -

v U¢
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(2) Activates the IFF switch 785-K005
(A1-F18AC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00).

——4d- Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator
25GPJ529.

34. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the ejection seat initiator 25GPHS501 is

routed through the system in the sequence listed
below:

& Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator

- 25GPH530.

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPJ529 and
25GPJ530 fires the primary cartridge in the _
catapult 25GPH508 by way of the manifold check
valve 25GPHG507. .

¢. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45.

35. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE
(NORMAL Selection). Ejection seat firing sequenc
(WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through the
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the

sequence listed below:

a. Activates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller
25GPJ532.

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel
25GPHS03 cartridge.

" ¢. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator
25GPJ505, which: B

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527.

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector
25MAL521 (INPUT to NORM) and one-way
transfer valves 25GPL523 and 25GPL524.

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator
95GPK528.

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas
initiator 26GPK517.
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(5) Activates the rear cockpit ejection seat
pin puller 25GPL533.

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat
inertia reel 25GPK6514 cartridge.

(7) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30
second delay initiator 25GPL518.

(8) Fires the primary cartridge in the rear
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520 by way of
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve
25GPK519. ' '

d. At this point in the firing sequence, only the_
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation
of Auel e¢jection sequence, go to step e

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second
dclay initistor 25GPK528 fires the 0.30 second -
delay initiator 25GPK526, which by way of the
sequencer 25GPK527:

(1) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005
(A1-F18AC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00).

. (2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator
25GPHS511.

36. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the
sequence listed below:

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator
25GPHS510.

" b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC
to gas initiator 26GPHO5L11 fires the primary
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult
25GPHS508, by way of the cockpit gection seat
manifold check valve 25GPHS507.

c. At this point in the firing sequence both
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to

paragraph 45.

37. REAR COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE
(NORMAL Selection). Rear cockpit ejection seat
firing sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic

\YA X" - o

Page 8

gas pressure aiid -SMDC explosive stimulus traveling
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced
by the right cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection
seat initiator 26GPL512 is routed through the
system in the sequence listed below:

a. Actuates the rear cockpit ejection seat pin
puller 25GPL538. '

b. Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat inertia -
reel 26GPKb514 gartridge. '

c. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator
25GPL518. B

d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator
26GPL516, which:

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP007 00), by way of the one-way transier valve
25GPLAZ4.

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator
25GPK528.

(8) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator.
25GPK526.

e. At this point in the firing sequence, explosive
stimulus stops at the sequencer 25GPK627,
preventing activation of the IFF switch 785-L005
and initiation of the cockpit ejection seat. For

continuation of the firing sequence, go to paragraph
3as.

38. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator
25GPL512 is routed through the system in the
sequence listed below:

a. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator
25GPK522. .

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPL518 and
25GPK522 fires the primary cartridge in the rear
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve
25GPK519.
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c. At this point in the firing sequence, only the
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. The
cockpit ejection seat and IFF switch activation must
be initiated from the cockpit. -

d. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45.

39. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE
(SOLO Selection). Ejection seat firing sequence
(WPO0C5 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through the
_system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the"
sequence listed below:

a. Activates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller
25GPJ532.

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia recl
25GPHS503 cartridge.

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505, -
which:

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527.

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector
25MALS521 (INPUT to SOLO), and the one-way
transfer valve 25GPK525.

(3) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator
25GPK526.

(4) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005
(A1-F18AC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00), by
way of the sequencer 25GPK527.

(5) Fires the SMDC to gas initiator
25GPHS511.

d. At this point in the firing sequence, explosive
stimulus is prevented from initiating the rear
cockpit ejection seat by the ejection selector
25MALS521 and the one-way transfer valve
-+ 25GPL524. For continuation of the firing sequence,
‘go to paragraph 40. '

40. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator

- W \Vr' 4
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-85GPJ501 is routed through the system in the
sequence listed below:

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator
25GPHS510.

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC
to gas initiator 25GPHG611 fires the primary
cartridge in the cockpit -ejection seat catapult
25GPHS508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat

manifold check valve 25GPH507.

c. At this point in the firing sequence, only the
cockpit catapult has fired and the IFF switch is
activated. The rear cockpit ejection seat remams in
the axrcraft

d. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45.. .~

41. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE (AFT

- Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing sequence

(WPO005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through the
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right
cartridge in the cockpit ejection geat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the

sequence listed below:

a. Actuates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller
25GPJ532.

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel
25GPHS503 cartridge.

c. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator
25GPJ505, which:

(1) Arms the seqﬁencer 25GPK527.

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector
25MAL521 (INPUT to AFT INITIATE) and the
one-way transfer valve 25GPL524. -

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator
25GPK528.

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas
initiator 26GPL517.
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(5) Actuates the rear cockpit ejection seat
pin puller 25GPL533.

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat
inertia reel 25GPK514 cartridge.

(7) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0. 30
second delay initiator 25GPL518.

(8) Fires the primary cartridge in the rear
" cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of

- the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve

25GPK519.

d. At this point in the firing sequence, only the
rear cockpit jection seat catapult has fired. For
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For contmnatxon
of dual ejection sequence, go to step e.

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second
delay initiator 25GPK528 fires the 0.30 second
delay initiator 26GPK526, which, by way of the
sequencer 25GPK527, initiates the following:

(1) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005
(A1-F18AC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00).

(2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator
25GPH511.

42. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the
sequence listed below:

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator
25GPHS510.

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC
to gas initiator 25GPHS511, fires the primary
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult
25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat
manifold check valve 25GPH507.

c. At this point in the firing sequence, both
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to
paragraph 45.

43. REAR COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE

(AFT Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing
sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas

010 2o IR U V4
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pressure and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced
by the right cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection
seat-initiator 25GPb512 is routed through the
system in the sequence listed below:

& Actuates the rear cockpit gjection seat pin
puller 25GPL533.

'b. Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat inertia
reel 25GPK614 cartridge. _

¢. Fires the 0.80 second delay initiator
25GPL518.

d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator
25GPL516, which:

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system
(WP0)7 00), by way of the cne-way transfer valve

25GPL524.

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator
25GPK528.

(3) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527 (INPUT
A), by way of the ejection selector 25M AL521 (A.FT
INITIATE to INPUT)

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator
25GPJ506, which:

(a) Actuates the cockpit ejection seat
pin puller 25GPJ532.

(b) Fires the cockpit ejection seat
inertia reel 25GPHS03 cartridge.

44. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator

- 25GPL512 is routed through the system in the

sequence listed below:

& Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30
second delay initiator 25GPK522.

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both-
rear cockpit gection seat 0.30 second delay
initiators 25GPL518 and 25GPK 522 fires the
primary cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection
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seat catapult 25GPK520. by way of thé Féat cockpxt
ejection seat manifold check valve 25GPK519.

c. At this point in the firing sequence, only the
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For
CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT

"MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation
of dual ejection sequence, go to st.ép d.

d. Explosxve stimulus from the 0.40 second
delay initiator 25GPK528 is routed through the
system in the sequence listed below:

" (1) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator
25GPK526. .

(2) Explosive stimulus travels across the
sequencer 25GPK527, INPUT B to OUTPUT B).

(3) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005
(A1-F18AC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00).

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator
25GPH511.

(5) Fires the primary cartridge in the
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPHS508, by way of
the cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve
25GPH507.

e. At this point in the firing sequence, both
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to
paragraph 45.

45. CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT
MOVEMENT.

46. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the catapult
primary cartridge causes the inner and intermediate
pistons within the catapult to rise (seat attached),
releasing the top latch mechanism (initial seat
movement). The secondary cartridges within the
catapult fire progressively as the rising pistons are
exposed to the heat and pressure of the primary
cartridge gas. Progressive firing of the catapult
secondary cartridges provide a relatively even gas
pressure during catapult extension to prevent
excessive G-force build up during ejection.

v UL
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-%9: As the seat moves upward:

a. The emergency oxygen system is activated.

" b. A trip rod withdraws the firing link from the
drogue gun starting a 0.50 internal timer:

c. A trip rod withdraws the firing link from the
time release mechanism. .

d. Aircraft electrical power is disconnected.

e. Personal services (oxygen and
communication) between seat and aircraft are
discpnnected.

-

f. The leg restraint lines are drawn through the
snubbing units and restrain the crewmembers legs
to the seat bucket. When the leg restraint lines
become taut, the upper portion of the leg restraint
line shears (by way of a shear ring) from thetower
portion attached to the ficor bracket. Forward
movement of the lines is prevented by the snubbing
units.

g. After 72 inches of catapult extension, the
rocket motor initiator is fired by a cable attached tc
the drogue gun trip rod. Ballistic gas pressure
produced by the cartridge within the rocket motor
initiator is routed to a pressure actuated firing

" mechanism located on the rocket motor. The firing

mechanism fires the rocket motor. Flame and
pressure ignite the rocket motor propellant grain.
The thrust of the rocket motor is appronmately
4500 pounds for 0.25 seconds.

48. SEAT SEPARATION FROM AIRCRAFT.

49. At 76 inches of catapult extension, the catapult
inner piston separates from the intermediate piston
The seat is now clear of aircraft.

50. The nozzles on one side of the rocket motor
have a larger port than on the opposite side. On
single seat configuration, the nozzle configuration
causes an angular trajectory to the left of the
aircraft. On dual seat configuration, the cockpit sea
trajectory is to the right and rear cockpit seat
trajectory is to the left. On dual seat configuration,
the rear seat will leave the aircraft first.
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51. The drogue gun primary cartridge fires aftér a
0.50 second delay, propelling the piston from the

- drogue gun barrel. The inertia of the piston extracts
the parachute flap closure pin and deploys the 22
inch controller drogue which deploys the 60 inch
stabilization and retardation drogue. The 0.50
second time delay allows maximum altitude to be
reached by the time the drogues are fully
developed. The seat is stabilized and decelerated by
the drogues, which are held to the seat by the
scissor mechanism.

.52. If the drogue gun primary cartridge fails to fire,
ballistic gas pressure will pass to the drogue gun

. when the time release mechanism fires. This gas
drives a firing pin forward, shearing its retaining
pin, and the secondary drogue gun cartridge is fired
resulting in drogue deployment. Should both the
drogue gun primary and time release mechanism
cartridges fail to fire, operation of the MANUAL
OVERRIDE HANDLE will fire the manual override
initiator cartridge, copying the function of the TRM
and firing the drogue gun secondary cartridge.

53. An internal altitude sensing barostat prevents
the time delay mechanism from starting ai aititudes
above 13,000 = 1,500 feet. The barostat makes sure
the crewmember is brought rapidly, but controlled,
down through the upper atmosphere following an
ejection at high altitude. At altitudes above 7,000 to
8,500 feet the time delay for deployment of the
personnel parachute is controlled by an internal
G-controller which interrupts the timing sequence
until deceleration force is less than 3G’s. This
results in lower parachute opening loads in this
altitude range. At altitudes below 7,000 to 8,500
feet, the time delay mechaniam (1.50 second) starts
without interruption. After the 1.50 second time
delay, the time release mechanism cartridge fires
releasing:

VU uce
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a. Upper restraint mechanism.
'b. Lower restraint mechanism.
" c. Parachute mechanical lock.
d. Drogue shackle from the scissor mechanism.

54. The drogues (now free from the scissor
mechanism) deploy the personnel parachute. The

personnel parachute, when fully developed, lifts the

crewmeraber and the survival kit from the seat
pulling the sticker clip strap lugs from their clips.
This makes sure there is no possibility of collision
between seat and crewmember after separation. The
radio beacen activates at créwmember/seat
separation and a normal parachute descent follows.

55. While descending in the parachute, the
crewmember can actuate the survival kit handle
(located on the rear right side) to open the kit

‘halves, which allows deployment and automatic

inflation of the life raft. The life raft and survival
kit items (beld within an equipment bag) are
conzccted by a lanyard to the survival kit lid,
attached to the crewmember.

56. On ejection seats after ACC 446, an automatic
backup method of releasing the parachute canopy
when landing in sea water following an emergency
gjection is installed. Sea Water Activated Release
System (SEAWARS) is made up of two releases
mounted outboard of the quick release fittings
connected on the parachute risers. Each release has
an electronics package (sensor), battery, cartridge
and canopy release fitting. Submersion in sea water
activates the sensors, which mechanically release
the parachute risers.from the crewmember’s torso
harness. With SEAWARS installed, the normal
procedures for connecting and releasing the quick
release fittings are the same.

e
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AN AMERICAN HERO: SCOTT WAS
APATRIOTWHOLOVEDT0
FLY. BUT HE DEEPLY LOVED KIS
FAMILY, TOO. WHETHER
RELAXING WHILE OFF-DUTY
ON THE SARATOGA

(TOP RIGHT) OR WRITING
A LAST LETTER (CENTER),
HES THOUGHTS WERE
ALWAYS WITH THEM




LIKE MANY ANOTHER PILOT'S WIFE, JO-
ANNE SPEICHER WAS TERRIFIED THAT HER

HUSBAND WOULD DIE IN THE SKIES OVER THE
GULF. BUT SHE BRUSHED ASIDE HER FEARS—UNTIL
SHE HEARD THE TERRIBLE NEWS. HERE, THE MOVING
STORY OF THE FIRST CASUALTY IN OPERATION
DESERT STORM. BY KATHRYN CASEY

oAnE Spectier heitet in e hersns

a ‘thick prown enverope that sl

smalis somewhat fointly Of baotn

sea air anc jet fuel. “It's the woy he
used to smell when he came home,”
she says, taking ¢ deep breath.

. Inside the envelope are the personal
effects of her husband, Scott, the first
casualty of Opergtion Desert Storm: o
red nylon wallet with his drivers li-
cense, credit cord and pictures of their
children, Meghan, four, and Michael,
two; o slender gold wedding band;
and a pair of gold aviator’s wings.

"l think maybe Scott knew...like |

did,” JoAnne says, running her fingers

gently over  (confinued on page 197)




B WINGS OF LOVE
- conlinved

she might have upset him, and che quickiy wrote him

a reassuring letter. .

: Nothing happened during the day of January 15, but

| that night, after JoAnne turned on CNN, she—like much
of America—learned that the air war had begun.

. “1 knew right away that Seott would be in the first

i strike,” she says proudly. "He was so good.” Her fear gave
way to excitement as she stayed up until midnight watch-

{ ing events unfold. And when another Navy wife called,

B | looking frantically for hope, JoAnne told her, “Our guys
I | ere going to be home soon. I promise.”

Her euphoria didn't last long. The next morning, JoAnne

F : heard a TV reporter talking about a downed F-18. Though

i she was momentarily shaken, she reassured herself that if

2 i it had been Scott's plane, she would have been told. On TV,

A

JoAnne reealls, the reporting became more frenzied as the
morning wore on. At first the F-18 was referred to as 2
Navy plane. Minttes later, a television correspondent re- -
ferred to it as & Marine jet.

*1 told myself that no news was good nmews,” JoAnne
savs. *T called the other wives in Scott's squadron, and my
mother and sisters, and said, ‘Don't worry.””

But as JoAnne talked on the phone that aftermoon, she
heard a car door close. She looked out the screen -dvor
towars ‘ne driveway and saw the admiral of Cecil Field,
thz local base, the commodore, the commodore's wife and
the chaplain. The men were in their dress blues.

“They didn't have to say a thing,” JoAnne recalls, her
eyes filling with tears. “The first thing I asked wes, ‘How
did it happen”"”

Scott's last hours .

For JoAnne, the first few days following the news about
her husband are a blur. As she had suspected, Scott, the
first casualty of the war, had been in the conflict's first
gir strike. Sometime after the bombing began, another
fighter pilot reported seeing an explosion in western Iraq
near the targets Scott had beer assigned to bomb. The
commodore at Cecil Field later said that it was probably
Scott's plane being hit by a surface-to-air missile.

Technically, Scott was listed as missing in action. But
although the military couldn't rule out the possibility that
he had eomehow miraculously survived, there had been no
radio contact, and authorities held out virtually no hope.

Word spread quickly that Scott was the downed F-18
pilot, and the Speichers' house began filling with family
and friends. One woman, who had lost her first husband in
a crash seven years earlier, staffed the phone, taking calls
from reporters and sympathizers. JoAnne sat on the couch,
somewhat dazed, and talked with her visitors. Later, they
would tell her that she had taken the news.well.

In the midst of her grief, and the near-chaos in her
house, JoAnne thought of her children. Michael played on
obliviously, but JoAnne knew she had to talk to Meghan.

In her daughter's cheerful bedroom, JoAnne asked
Meghan if she understood why the house was filled with
people. "No,” the little girl replied. “It's because they have
to tell me about Daddy,” JoAnne said gently. "Something
happened to Daddy’s airplane.” Meghan sat quietly consid-
ering her mother's words before venturing, "My daddy”™

"Yup.” JoAnne replied.

“| didr’t want him to be scared”

JoAnne slept uneasily that night. In the back of har mind were
some heartbreaking questions: What were Scott's final mo-
ments like? Did he know he was going to die? The next
morning, deterrnined not to break the routine she had estab-
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the wings, which she gave him last
July, when he made lieutenant com-
mander on his thirty-second birthday.

The Speichers’ battleship-gray ranch
house, in Jacksonville, Florida, is
filled with mementos of Scott's life.
Books on flying Sl the living-reom
shelves, and pictures of the gleek
planes he flew cover the walls. In the
VCR, there's a video of Scott solashing
in the backyard pool, blowing bubbles
with his two young children,

“We made it last summer, before he
shipped out,” says JoAnne, thirty-teo, a
slender woman with a crown of brown
curls. "He was worried that Michael was
30 small he would forget him.*

What Seott Speicher loved most in
the world, next to his family, was fly-

* - ing—the rush &7 adrenaline when he

‘piloted his F-18 Hornet toward the end
of the runway on the massive aircraft
carrier Saratoga.

Flying hadn’t always been part of

'Scott's career plan; when he met Jo-

Anne, a marketing student, at Florida
Stete University in 1977, he was a
business major, one year ahead of her.
But after his first job interview, he
told JoAnne that 2 nine-to-five office
Job wasn't for him. _

“Tean't sit behind a desk every day,”
he told her. "I want to fly.” Scott had
never piloted a plane, but since child-
hood, he'd heard stories from his fa-
ther, a World War II fighter pilot.

"1 was behind him all the way,” Jo-
Anne says. “1 said, ‘Go for it.'" :

Ome month after graduation, he
was in navel officers’ training school
in Pensacola, Florida. From the begin-
ning He was an excellent pilot, and
over the vears his superiors singled
him out a5 en exceptional achiever.

JoAnne arc Scott married two and &
halfyeers after he entered the military—
long enough for him to finish training
and for ner to work for a while as an
assistant department-store buyer. De-
spite the couple’s happiness, death was
always a presence; just four days before
their Navy wedding at Cedl Field in
December 1983, a close friend died flying
maneuvers over Ocala National Ferest.

Scott, mindful of the danger he faced,
habitually made sure his affairs were in
order before leaving on deploymeants,
which could last several months.

. "I anything happens to me, you
know what to do?" he'd quiz JoAnne.
"Yes," she’d apswer. I hated .to get
into it,” ghe says now, sighing. "But it
was always in the back of your mind "

Her fears seemed more frighteningly
plausible than ever afer Iraq invaded
Kuwait last August, and the Saratoga
received orders to head for the Persian
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Gulf. Watching the news together one
night before the carrier lef, JoAnne

shuddered slightly and said to her hus-

band, "Oh, God, I hope we don't have
to go to war.” .

Scott, reluctant to !2ave his family
yet exhilarated at the prospect of put-
ting into action everything he had
practiced for the past decade, turned
to her and said, "How could you say
that? That's my job."”

An ordinary good-bye

August 7, the morning Scott went
off to war, was like any other in the
Speicher household: JoAnne kigsed
him good-bye at the front door; Mi-
chael and Meghan waved as he drove
away. “This was a part of our lives,”
ghe says. "It was like a regular day.”
As the months passed, JoAnne set-
tled into her normal routine when
Scott was gone. She got Meghan ready
for preschool three mornings a week,
and on Wednesdays Michael went to a
baby-sitting program, Mothers’ Day
Out, at a local church. Three times a
week, JoAnne went to an aerobics
class with other Navy wives, and
sometimes on Friday nights they’d all
meet at a local restaurant for dinner.
Ten days after Scott lef, his lettars
gan arriving. They were scrawled on
‘yellow legal paper, and he often signed

them “Spike,” his Navy call iame. Al-
though JoAnne had never before kept
Scott’s letters, this time she filed each
one lovingly in her top dresser drawer,

JoAnne wanted to write him with only
good news, but there was one disappoint-
ment: Before Scott left, they had tried to
concaive their third child. “I had to write
and tell him that it hadn't happened,”
ghe saye. “T was disappointed. He was,
t0o. Later ] felt like there was a reason
it hadn’t happened.”

“Don't worry about it,” Scott wrote 1er
in reply. “We'll do it. There's time.”

Tensions in the Gulf escalated that
fall, azd at home JoAnne fough: to
keep her family life as normal ag possi-
ble.But & few days after Thanksgiving,
the United Nations Security Couneil
passed its historic resolution sanction-
ing the use of force if Iraqi troops did
ot lesve Kuwait by January 15. As
the days ticked away, JoAnne's fear
became almost overwhelming.

Her resolution to hide her terror
from Scott gave way after Christmes,
when she wrote her husband for the
first time that she was “scared, really
scared.” Scott wrote back, “You krow
that I 2m completely proficient in zhis
airplane. I'll be home. I guarantee it.”

“Why did he keep saying that—']
guarantee it'?" JoAnne asks soitly
now. She felt guilty that (continved)
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lished for the children, she drove
Meghan to preschool. :

Though she continued to be troubled
by what she didn't know about her
husband’s death, on the following
Sunday—her thirty-second birthday—
JoAnne asked a friend to sand a tele-
gram to President Bush. "I wanted
him to know I wasn't angry,” she says
now. In the telegram she told the
President that she and Scott "support-
ed you then, and I support you now
with all my heart.” _

About a week later, a reply arrived
from the White House. The two-page
handwritten letter, signed by the
President, said, "I am proud of Your
wonderful husband, and I will never
forget him. Sometimes God acts in

- strange ways—ways we do not under-

stand right away.” A separate letter
from Barbara Bush added, "I kmow
your precicus husband would be so
proud of you.”

In the next few weeks, letters con.
tinued to arrive from Scott—the ones
he'd posted in the days preceding his
death. Each time one arrived, the
woman who delivered the mail carried
it to JoAnne's door with tears in her
eyes. Inside was page after page of yel-
low legal paper, filled with Scott's 1ast
thoughts. Always, Scott assured her
that the Saratoga’s duties would soon
be over and he would be coming home.

Though she appeared to be handling
ber loss well, emotionally JoAnne was
numb, Then on a Wednesday night, two

weeks after che'd learned of Scott’s
- death, ghe gat in the hvxng room with a

friend who seomed determined to make
JaAnnziaceha'femmdcy.Ee talked
with her until two-thirty AM, when Jo-
Anne at last admitted that there were
things she found too horrible to face: 1
didn't want Scott to know. I didn't want
him to be scared for one second, I didn't
want him to think, ‘Oh, no, I'm going
down,’” JoAnne remembers. "And I
couldn't bear the thought of having a
service and having nothing to bury.”

Two days later, the brown envelope
containing Soott Speicher's most per-
sonal effects arrived. Besides his wal-
let, wedding ring and the gold wings,
JoAnne found a white envelope dated
January 16, 1991—the day before
Scott died. "It was funny,” JoAnne
says. "All along 1 knew that there
would be one more letter "

“As [ sit down to write this letter,”
Scott wrote, “things in this part of the
world seem to grow more intense every
bhour... I am more certain that gur
airwing will be called upon. .. If you
are reading this letter, jt will be for one
of two reasons: 1) I have decided I need
to personally share these thoughts
with you instead of holding them in-
side, or 2) Something has happened to

-~
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me. [ hope it is number ong.”

Scott also wrote separate sections for
Meghan, Michasl and JoAnne, Each
began T love youw." To the children he
talked about setting goals and pursu-
ing a good education, being kind to
each other and putting God first in
their lives.

To JoAnne he wrote, "You are the
centerpiece of my life. I have lived
with you in complete satisfaction If
am gone, learn to love again®

Somehow, Scott's letter quisted Jo-
Anne's demons. Since that day, she
has felt at peace—with his death, with
whatever life brings in the years
ahead She has also come to terms
with the way her husband died, reas-
suring harself that the brilliant light
in the sky was Scott's plane instanta.
neously exploding. She’s convinced he
had no fear, no indication that those
moments were his last. *I'm a survi-
vor. T have to be—] have two kida,” she
says. “1t's what Scott wanted.”

“My daddy’s In heaven"

Since her husband's death, JoAnne
has received hundreds of lotters from
strangers offering their condolences
and their prayers. And the other Navy
families—her friends and Scott's—
have formed her closest network of
support. “They're just like me,” she

8ays. “They’re able to act normal. They
don't have to worry about net knowing
what to say.” ‘ 4

JoAnne's -children, too, seem to be
slowly ing accustomed to their fa-
ther’s absence. But that does not mean
they have forgotten: Michae] routinsly
points toward & photo an the living-room
wall and says, "Daddy.” And on one re-
cent morning, JoAnne asked Maghan if
she understood that the Saratog

- Meghan answered matter
of-factly, "But my daddy won't, right? My
daddy’s in heaven * JoAnne smiled sadly
at her daughter and said, *That's Tight”

Later, JoAnne 2ays, “Tm at peace. I
feel like {t's over, and be is in a better
placa.Iwauldhavebemangryifhadied
inacm-crabh.'l’hiswaahislifz.lndSeott
wouldn’t have wanted it any other way.”

What will she say when har children
ask about their father? JoAnne doesn’t
hesitate for a. moment. "T1 tell them
hewuagoodman.'matholoved
them very much and he didn’t like to
leave. That he loved his job, be loved
to fly, he loved his country and ha
loved God. That he was doing what he
hadtodo.'l‘hattheyahouldbemy
proud of him, because he's a bhero” W

Kathryn Casey is a contributing editor
of Ladies’ Home Journal.
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. By Mark Crispin |
" Miller

“. 1.0 BALTIMORE
emember how
: the air war of
Operation .
Desert Storm
always
-+ e lo0ked, or
. sounded, as if John Ford had
directed {t? Day after day,
U.S. pilots'seemed to pick off

-every enemy jet they aimed B

at; while the Iraqi pilots al-
-.ways seemed to miss.
i #We've destroyed 29 Iraql
aircraft —with not one air-to-
alr-lass pon’ the part of the
coalition," _claimed Gen. H.
‘Norman Schwarzkopf at a bricfing in
Riyadh on Jan. 3Q. “The score is
lotally one-sided,” President Bush as-
-seried at'a press conference six days
“later. “Infact [in) every engagement
in the air, the Iraqi planes and pilots
have gone down." Newspapers and
television generally passed along this
version of events, reporting that no
allied plapes had been shot down.

‘Eyen -gfler.the war, the:Pentagon
- ;¢ontnued 1o promote a “totally one-
*slded “air.victory. “The Iraqgi air
‘force never-really got into the air,"
claims a postwar study by the Air
Force. “Those few pilots that did g0
aloft did not do well.”” In the Penta-
gon’s final report to Congress, *‘Con-
duct of the Persian Gulf War, the
claim was repeated: *‘Coalition
‘planes destroyed 4! Iragi aircraft and
- helicopters in air-to-air combat with-
out suffering a confirmed loss to Iraqi
aircraft': -

:But the air-war was not quite the
shutout. that ‘the U.S. propagandists
kept extolling Just hours into Desert -
Storm, - an -engagement in the alr
claimed the war's first U.S. casualty:
Lieut"Comdr. Michael Scott Speicher,
kllled when his plane was blown to
bits by anJraqi MIG-25 — and nog, as
the Pentagen has told the public, bya
ground-to-air missite. .

- Early on Jan. 17, 1991, Comdr. Mike
Anderson was leading Navy Squad-
on'VFA-8] In the [irst wave of the
illied air assault The squadron —
1ased on the aircralt carrier Sarato-
‘a in the .Red Sea = was headed
orth-northeast, at an altitude of
oughly 30,000 feet Becausc of the -
ature of the mission, each pilot had
) fly alone. '
When the team was about 40 miles
om (ts targets, the squadron leader
icked up -an enemy- aircraft some
000 feet above him, and speeding In
s direcon: “He was- going very, |

fast,” Commander Anderson recalled
in a recent interview. “He was head-
"ed wesl-southwest and trying to get
around me." As the two planes start-
ed circling each other, the squadron
leader got a good look at the iraqi
plane: *f gct 2 radar contact on him
first, and then [ had a visual contact
on him. 1 was very positive it was a
MIG.25." :

Early in that face-off, Commander
Anderson asked repeatedly for per-
mission to shoot. *| kept calling
‘MIG-25' to the control agencies — to
the Awacs,” he said. Such cautious-
ness was a strict requirement early

Were we lied to
about the gulf war's
first casualty?

in the air war, when the skies werce
filled with coalition aircraft. In order
to avoid *“blue-on-blue" encounters
(“friendly fire™), the U.S. Rules of
Engagement forbade a pilot's shooy-
ing at another plane without approval
from the Awacs surveillance ‘radar
aircraft, whose crew could, theoreu-
cally, tell the good guys from the bad.
And so, with that MIG right tn front of
him, Commander Anderson asked to
" be allowed to fire.

Permission was refused. “They
didn’t sce him,** he said. **My control.
ling Awacs did not see him.”

Why? The Awacs can be foiled by a
rare phenomenon called the **Dopp-
ler notch. When two alrcraft are
flying at or near the same speed and
in the same general direction, both

. Planes can vanish from the Awacs's

- " radar screens. Unless. there was

ark Crispin Miller, pm/essoi-'pfzm_e.; ~ some human error, the MIG seems to

2 studies at the Johns Hophingy .
rsity, is author of -the fortheamy)
\pectdcle: Operation’Desert Storny..,
d the Triumph of Nlusion. "~ ;.. %,
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Flghter Pilot

ron leader not to fire.

- Alter turns, the MIG broke
away and headed. loward the east
Commander.Anderson proceeded on
his course. A few minttes ‘later,. at
3:52 A M., he was startled by an in-
tense f{lash. The:explosion occurred
somewhere off to the east — where
Scott Speicher had been {lying.

In the military, there was little
question as to how the airman died.
*“The day after he got shot down,"”
recalled Capt. Carlos Johnson, a na-
val intelligence officer. ““l told the
people down here at’ Cecil Field lin
Florida] how he got shot down.” As
director of a Navy research group set
up to analyze U.S. air losses during
the war, Captain Johnson was imme-
diately sent all pertinent data from
the gulf. The group then reconstruct-
ed the event. “'We were preuty surc at
the beginning,"”* said Captain Johnson
in a recent interview. "'Then, by the
end of the war, we were pretty much
able to prove that [the attack] was
the only logical explanation — other
than his aircralt disintegrating.*

Capuain Johnson deems such *‘cat-
astrophic aircraft-failure* unlikely —
nor does anyone belicve that the FA-
18 was hit by anything launched from
the ground. *‘There were no missiles
deployed to the area,” Commander
Anderson noted. “'And at: our altj-
tudes, there was no way that a triple-
A round |antaircraft fire| could
shoot him down.* Nevertheless, Sec-
retary of Defense Dick Chency an-
nounced that a surface-to-air missile
had been the likely cause of death.

A cynic might insist that such offi-
cial lying is a patriotic duty in war-
time, for the sake of our morale.
Whether just or not, such a rationale
Is now irrelevant. Ygt the lie lives on.
Here is the enlire officlal treatment

of the incident, as given in the Penta- -

gon's final report “Forwunately, all
but one.plane (an FA-18 from the
US.S. Sarawga) rewrned safely.” A
page later, the Speicher episode (s

: glitch. And sp, with no coafirmipg blip— Urther, obfuscated’ by an upbeat 'de:
em, the Awacs m@mm
ordered the squag;;s .
¥ gl e

tlon ‘af !

othér event, “a‘MIG'
. : o

{"-,';

from U.S.S._ Saratoga.” The
passage — which is anony-
mous — ends with this suspi-
clous bellow of esprit de
corps: ““Our relief in having
Successfully completed the
strike without loss (o our-
selves was overwhelming.”

Why this suppression of the
" f{acts? The Speicher incident,
first of all, disproves the cen-
tral myth of Desert Storm:
that war had now been madce
prediclable — and even safe
— by hlgh-lechnnlogy. In this
case, it was not that things
were really going wrong, as
with our futlic air campaign
against the Scuds. Rather, the
problem here was that a U.S.
pilot had died in spite of an
efficient system.

““Commander Anderson did what
was Tight,” said one Navy pilot who
spoke on‘the condition of anonymity.
This airman, who flew in the gulf, was.
equally supporuve of the Awacs per-
‘sonnel. “'The guy controlling the situ-
ation said, ‘No, you don't have enough
indicators (o say that he's -Iraqi, so
don‘t shoot him,'" the airman re-
called. ““But that kind of thinking
probably saved thousands of Ameri.
can lives.” Nor had the Awacs mal.
functioned. As Commander Anderson
admitted, ‘I can'( -change physics,
nor can anybody else. If jthe MIG]|
was in their Doppler notch, they
couldn’t see it: They had no evidence
a plane was there.” ’

There also seem to be less con.
scious moltivations at work. Those
overseeing the gull war could not face
the, fact that an Iraqi pilol managed
to kill one of our own and get away.
Some within the military note the
denial underlying the Speicher inci-
denL *‘l could never for the life of me
figure why people don't want 1o admit
that we had an air-to-air loss," won-
dered one Naval officer, who also
spoke on the condition of anonymity.
*“But-that's really the gist of it. It's
mostly an ego issue, as far as I'm
concerned.” That refusal to acknowl-
edge any loss was surely hardened by
the American perception of Iraqi
““*backwardness’* — much as in Viet-
nam, where U.S. officers likewise
deemed the enemy too primitive to
thwart our gleaming weaponry.

Whatever the reasons for the cov-
er-up, it slights the bravery of the
pilots by censoring the dangers that
they really faced. More important,
the thick cloud of propaganda that
was used (0 sell us Desert Storm
betrayed the very notion of democra-
Y. enforcing our wide-eyed support
by, keeping us all in the dark. *His
péople hake been lied to — denied the
truth,” President Bush sald of Sad-

"'dam Husseln tn a speech to Cdngress -

in March 1991. Such systematic lying

"is-indeed outrageous. Could it have

i

ppened here? (w]
piened here: .
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iragis May Have Downed U

Pentagon. Concedes Facts of Jan

Reuter

The Defense Department con-
ceded yesterday that a U.S. fighter

jet could have been shot down by an

Iraqi plane during the Persian Gulf
War, contrary to earlier slate-
ments, but said it probably will nev-
er know for sure.

Spokesman Bob Hall made the
concession in response to an op-ed
piece publishdd in the New York
Times yesterflay and written by
Magk Crispin Miller, a professor at
Johns Hopkins University, suggest-
ing that an lraqi MiG-25 shot down
a US. F/A-18 fighter plane Jan. 17,
1991, ecarly J, the allied air war

against Iraq. "It's one [case] that
may never be closed,” Hall said. “If
there's no more information to be
had, you may never come to a final
conclusion.”

"The Defense Department said for
months after the guli war that Iraqi
planes had not been able to shoot
down a single U.S. fighter, but Hall
said a final Pentagon report on the
war did leave open the possibility of
the one shootdown.

Miller in his article quoted Capt.
Carlos Johnson, a naval intelligence
officer who investigated the crash,
as saying he was pretty sure by the
end of the gull war that the U.S. jet

S. Jet in War

uary 1991 Case May Never Be Known

had been shot down by the Iraqi
fighter planc.

Hall said Johnson told the Navy
yesterday that the U.S. plane was

most likely shot down by the Iraq

plane's missile in his opinion but
that it could also have been shot
down by a ground-fired missile.

“There are people who have gone
over it, analysts who've come to
different conclusions,” Hali said.
“But there was no communication
from the plane, no radio calls say-
ing, ‘I'm being tracked by a missile’
or ‘I'min a dogfight,’ plus we never
were able to examine the wreck-
age.”
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Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner

Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 67

: ' 2
Washington, E.C. 20306-6000 6 October 1992

'CONSULTATICHN REPORT ON CONTRIZLTOR MATERIAL

4712 TIAGNOSIS:

Fragment of soft tissue measuring 40 x 17 .2 Cm.,
reported by Iraqui government to be the remains of
Michael S. Speicher, an active duty U.S. Naval aviator
killed during Operation Desert Storm.
A. Soft tissue fragment.
B. Hair bearing skin.
C. No bone tissue noted. :
D.. DNA testing shows specimen not to be Michael
S. Speicher.
2. Toxicology: No evidence of alcohol or other drugs of
abuse in submitted specimen.

}_I

This was an onscene investigation conducted by the staff of the
Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner at the port mortuary,
Dover AFB, DE. The case has been reviewed and coded as above.

¢

Arthur C. Burns.
CDR, MC, USN
Chief Deputy Medical Examiner
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"mmn\ ULA POW/MIA AUIUMATED DATA BASK === PAGE 1 of .
PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET
. for
SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOTT
FIELD. NAMES DATA CONTENTS EXPLANATION
DATE OF ENTRY...... = 910125 ! (yymmdd)
DATE OF CHANGE..... = 01/29/91 i (mmddyy) .
INCIDENT NO ...... = 1 .
DIA RECORD ID NO.. = S§0001 ' .
NAME.............. = SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOTT
SSN/SERNO......... = _ \ -
BLOOD CHIT NO...... = . ™0 a’.)(")_
RANK ...covvennnn.. = 04 o
SERVICE........... = US NAVY .
INCIDENT DATE..... = 910117 . (yymmdd)
TIME....cviivvnn.. = . ‘
PLACE OF LOSS..... = ' .
COUNTRY LOSS...... = IRAQ ' o . . e
COUNTRY MOVED..... = N/A- . -
LATITUDE.......... = 325800N : . LOSS LOCATION '
LONGITUDE. ........ = 0435500F . IN GEOGRAPHIC
UTH. oo e i i i ie e = : COORDINATES
TYPE OF LOSS...... = A :
OFF OF SCOPE...... = » ‘
. CASUALTY STATUS... = MISSING IN ACTION
CATEGORY REMARKS.. = N/A
CATEGORY HISTORY.. = DS9101 -
DATE OF BIRTH..... = §7/07/12 . (YYMMDD)
PLACE OF BIRTH.... = KANSAS LITY MO .
HOME OF RECORD.... = -~
SEX. it = M
HEIGHT............ = 71
WEIGHT............ = 154
CHAIR. ..., = BROWN
EYES. . o, = HAZEL
RACE.............. = CAUCASIAN
NATIONALITY....... = US
UNIT ASSIGNED..... = VFA-81
MOS....oovvnnnnnn. =
TYPE OF VEHICLE... = F/A-18
VEHICLE CATEGORY.. = ACFT
VEHICLE NUMBER.... = BU163484
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PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET
- for’ _
SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOTT

FIELD NAMES . DATA CONTENTS EXPLANATION
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NONE . FOREIGN MEDIA
NONE  ° | . SUBJ VOICE BCST

-

>

©

m

wn
naon

RELEASE DATE......
NEGOT REMARKS..... NONE

_ NEGOTIATIONS HIST. = NONE
ACKNOWLEDGE. . ... .. = NONE
DETAINING POWER... = UNDETERMINED ' . ESTIMATE OF GOV POSSIBLY
ADDITIONAL REMARKS = FAILED_TO RETURN FROM STR . US INITIATIVES
IKE MESSION DURING COMBAT :
ACTION AGAINST 1Z.

ACFT LAUNCHED 084217Z. A
CFT 401 NOT RETURNED. NO
FIRM INFO AS TO WHERE/WH
EN ACFT LOST, OR FATE OF

PILOT. SEARCH INIT
. JATED. ACTUAL HEIGHT 71.
™. .
MISC-1............. = . extry data field
SCRFLDL....... e = ' . extry data field
SCRFLD2......cv.... . = . extry data field

END OF DATA REPORT




ATTN: MILE SASEY. W . ~ (- =—
| C BT 4 =0 L
mxs FORM CLASSTFIED & :

INFORMATION FOR THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
PERTAINING TO USN MIAs, POWS, and KIA/BNR

NAME (LAST, rmswarg) (1) R?_NK (1).: ~ SSN (1) - : (L)

CASUALTY STATUS (1) onmm:on (1) DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT (1) (@ :
wd AN NFA-GE L ‘ \7

INCIDENT LOCATION (1) COUNTRY 'MOVED TO ~(Ir' AVAYIABLE)
_CLNEIEED

CIRCUMSTANCES OF INCIDENT (1)4Ss SaZiee o 076 1203932 Jum i

CALED T Qe Rk JTRwE  MSSION DR\Wlr  cou@sr

_ACDon]  AAWST e CoReSS  OF  TRAD . %Mwo/vwa
Gefr y0] }wﬂm&;ﬁ/ Ao Jz.m ,,JM,, kmw/ﬁhd«ao!,ﬁ%,&dn

LOSS COORDINATES (1) (GEOGRAPHICAL) (OT™ IF AVAILABLE)
DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH (2)  HEIGET (3) WEIGHT (3)
57672 12 Mﬁgg_go 4 2.7 14
COLOR HAIR (3) COLOR EYES (3) 'RACE (2) snxdl)
Reow HAREL _CAV A

ANY IDENTIFYING REMARKS (TATTOOS, SCARS, ETC.) (3)

TYPE OF VEHICLE (1) VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (1)
Elk-\2 AAY03 - By purbr 16395

(1) PERSONNEL CASUALTY REPORT AND PROGRESS REPORTS
(2) DD FORM 1300
(3) REPORT OF MEDICAL EXAM, SF BB ~

REPORT OF MEDICAL HISTORY, SF 89

1. Submit thls information to DIA/PW-MIA as soon as it becomes availabl
- (DIA/PW-MIA, Pentagon, Room 2E230, Washington, DC 20340-5390). Update a
needed.

2. This form will be classified according to 1nc1dent location and loss
coordinates.
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INQUIRE=DOC13D
ITEM NO=00332398
ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGX361 MCN = 91017/38916 TOR = 910171844
PTTUZYUW RUEKJCS5623 017 1842-UUUU--RUEALGX.
ZNR UUUUU
HEADER
P 1718422 JAN 91
FM JOINT STAFF HASHINGTON DC
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE
P 1715572 JAN 91
FM FBIS LONDON UK
TO RUCWAAB/FBIS RESTON VA
RHDIAAA/480TH RTG LANGLEY AFB VA//INPAR//

- RHEGLAI/DOE LANL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION//IT/STILLMAN//

PHEGLLL/UOE LAWRENCE LIVERMORE LAB//L-389//
RHEGSNM/SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORY//9110 PATRICIA NEWMAN//
RUADJHA/CDRSOOTHMIGP CP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-AS//

RUADJNA/DET 4 FTD YOKOTA AB JA

RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2// . -
RUCEAAM/USSPACECOM INTEL CEN CHEYENNE MTIN AFB CO//JSIC//
RUCIAEA/FTD/SQJER WRICGHT PATTERSON AFB OR

RUCLBWA/CMDT USACMLS FT MCCLELLAN AL//ATZN-CM-CU//
RUDKMKB/FBIS LONDON UK//BBC//

RUDMNOP/NAVOPINTCEN SUITLAND HD//HAD-821R//
RUDMNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON DC
RUDMNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON DC//DS313 DOLORES//
RUEAIIA Aopailimenenand (L) (»

RUEANAT/NASA HQ WASHINGTON DC//FOR CODE LD//
RUEATAC/CDR USAITAC WASHINGTON DCY/AIAIT-KT//
RUEBHAA/STORAGE CENTER FBIS RESTON VA

RUEBHHA/USNA ANNAPOLIS MD//LANGES-STUD//

RUEDGEC/CDR 112TH MI BDE FT DEVENS MA//ATSI-ETP-B-CLP//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//INR/ISD/DC//

RUEHIA/USIA WASHINGTON DC//P/RLS/M/PT//
RUEKJCS/DEFINTAGNCY WASH DC

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//0P-009Y1//

RUEOACC/CDR PSYOPGP FT BRAGG NC//ASOF-POG-SB//
RUEOACC/CDR6THPSYOPBN FT BRAGG NC//AFVS-POS-DD// -
RUEOQOAYC/CDR FSTC INTEL CHARLOTTESVILLE VA//IS3//
RUEORDF/DIR AFMIC FT DETRICK MD//1S//

RUESPF/FBIS CHIVA CHIVA PM

RUETIAL/HQ AFIA FT GEO G MEADE HD//INII FOR BREWER//
RUETIAV/FT GEO G MEADE MD/ASNERW () 4?)

RUETIAV/MPC FT GEO G MEADE MD

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI

RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI

RUWJBWA/CDR 34TH MI BN COODFELLOW AFB TX//ATSI-EGF-S3//
RUWJHRA/CDRUSAISC FT HUACHUCA AZ//ATSI-TD-SF LANGUAGE LAB//
RUWMLHB/COMDT DLI MONTEREY CA//FLC PMRY/ATFL-SS-R//
RUWOHEA/NASA JOHNSON SPACE CEN HOUSTON TX//ALICE MARTIN//
ACCT FBLD-EWDK

BT
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CONTROLS
UNCLAS T7Z/TAB/VIDEO

HARNING FOUO -- DUE TO COPYRIGHT OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS, THIS ITEM
IS INTENDED FOR USE ONLY BY U.S. GOVERNMENT CONSUHERS

WARNING: A VIDEOTAPE OF THE NEWSCAST SUMMARIZED BELOW CAN BE ORDERED
FROM THE FBIS TV CENTER. VIDEOTAPES MAY BE ORDERED
DIRECTLY FROM FBIS BY CALLING THE FOLLOWING TOLL-FREE

NUMBERS: 1-800-542-8660 RPT 1-800-542-8660 AND IN VIRGINIA.

1-800-822-5115. TAPES NOT ORDERED WITHIN 30 DAYS WILL BE
ERASED. S . .

SERIAL: LD1701155791
BODY
PASS: ATTN TV CENTER -
COPY TO MOD (2), LIAISON (3)

COUNTRY: FRANCE
SUBJ:  TELEVISION PROGRAM SUMMARY 171200: PAR 91-032

SOURTZ: PARIS ANTENKE-2 TELEVISIOH KETWORI IN FREWCH 1200 GT 17
JAN 91 '
TEXT:

//((RECEPTION: GOOD))

NEWS ((WHOLE BULLETIN TO BE DEVOTED TO GULF EVENTS))

1. (0000) AIR ATTACKS LAUNCHED BY -ALLIED FORCES ON IRAQ: REPORT
OVER VIDEO SHOWING AIRPLANES TAKING OFF FROM RIYADH, FITZWATER ON
CNN, BUSH ON TV, CNN FOOTAGE CHENEY STATEMENT, SADDAM RADIO ADDRESS
CITED.

2. (OuU1) ATTACK LAUNCHED LATER IN KUWAIT: REPORT OVER U.S. POOL
VIDEQ; CNN, BBC, RADIO BAGHDAD CITED, 12 FRENCH JAGUARS TOOK PART
AND FOUR WERE HIT ONE PILOT SLIGHTLY INJURED.

3. (0618) U.S. TV VIDEO INTERVIEWING U.S. PILOTS AFTER THEIR
MISSIONS.

4. (0812) STUDIO REPORTER REVIEHS NEWS: IRNA SAYS U.S. PLANE

PAGE:0187

’

dn/7 ”J.
Al a Nee
18, WNVFL .
f,’/'/- mever §

Fror—.

DOWNED. PILOT EJECTED; BRITISH TORNADO REPORTED MISSING; SAUDI OIL <— 2 Bridos &

PLATFORMS REPORTEDLY HIT BY IRAQIS; INA—SAYS SADDAM SEEN IN STREETS
OF BAGHDAD. (NO VIDEO)

5. (0941) CORRESPONDENT DERDA PHONE DISPATCH FROM SAUDI-KUWAIT
BORDER TOWN WHICH IS DESERTED, NO GROUND FIGHTING EVIDENT, HE SAYS.

6. (1131) NEWS FROM IRAQ: IRAQI AIR FORCE DID NOT RESPOND TO

ATTACK, BAGHDAD RADIO SAID 14 WESTERN PLANES SHOT DOWN. (NO VIDEO)

7. (1150) AUDIO DISPATCH FROM CNN CORRESPONDENT IN BAGHDAD .

UNCLASSIFIED
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: - PAGE:0188
(VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION) ON DAMAGE THERE.

8. (1406) VIDEO REPORT ON ELECTRONIC ASPECT OF GULF WARFARE:
CLIPS SHOWN OF RADAR, SURVEILLANCE PLANES.

9. (1613) GEN PESSIDOUS IN THE STUDIO COMMENTS IN GENERAL TERMS
ABOUT THE FIRST PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE.

10. (17“0) VIDEO REPORT FROM DHAHRAN ON MOOD THERE AMONG
PRESSMEN AND THE POPULATION.

11. (2020) VIDEO REPORT FROM NEW YORK'ON REACTIONS OF ORDINARY -
AMERICANS. .

12. (2226) VIDEO REPORT FROM RIYADH CORRESPONDENT ABOUT THE
REACTIONS OF THE SAUDI POPULATION.

13. (2446) CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM IM iSRAEL: REPORT OVER VIDEO FROM -
JERUSALEM CORRESPONDENT INCLUDING CLIP OF PALESTINIAN OFFICIAL
FAYSAL AL-HUSAYN.

14. (2642) REPORT OVER VIDEO FROH TEL AVIV ON RELIEF FELT TRERS
BY LOCAL PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERVIEWED.

15. (2910) BOMBING REPORTED TO HAVE RESUMED IN BAGHDAD, CNN
CORRESPONDENT REPORTS (NO VIDEO): KINGS SAYS SOME IRAQIS HAVE
SURRENDERED: CLIP OF KING. -

16. (3022) ANXIETY IN AMMAN:REPORT OVER VIDEO OF STREET SCENES
AND INTERVIEWING PEOPLE AT HOME™

- 17. (3227) PLO IN TUNIS CALLS ON ARABS TO OPPOSE U.S. AND
EUROPEAN AGGRESSION: VIDEO DISPATCH FROM CORRESPONDENT, ALSO AUDIO
INTERVIEW (VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION WITH ABU
SHARIF.)

18 (3442) IRAQI PLANE SHOT DOWN, CORRESPONDENT .IN STUDIO REPORTS.

19.. (3511) CHEVENEMENT GAVE NEWS CONFERENCE ABOUT FRENCH MISSION
IN KUWAIT: VIDEO EXCERPT.

20. (3645) VIDEO REPORT ON FRENCH PLANES USED IN THIS MORNING"
MISSION.

-- . . - -

21. (3757) STUDIO COMMENTATOR RACHID ARHAB EXPLAINS THAT FRENCH
PLANES WERE UNDER U.S. COMMAND; CHEVENEMENT CLARIFICATION NOTED.

22. (3945) VIDEO REPORT FROH VALENCE ON MORALE AMONG FAHILIES OF
THOSE FIGHTING IN THE GULF.

23- (4055) HELPLINE SET UP FOR FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN: NUMBER
GIVEN. :

UNCLASSIFIED
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'24. (4116) CRISIS UNIT HAS ENDED HEETING AT ELYSEE, BRIEF QUOTE
OF DUMAS (NO VIDEO).

25. (4200) VIDEO DISPATCH FROM LONDON CORR.ESPONDENT WITH CLIP OF
MAJOR, STREET INTERVIEWS ON GULF EVENTS.

26. (4341) GORBACHEV SAID HE TRIED LAST DEMARCHE TO AVOID HAR.

(NO VIDEO)
?

27. (4400) VIDEO DISPATCH FROM ALGERIA ON MOOD THERE AND NOTING
THAT FRENCH ESTABLISHMENTS HAVE BEEN . CLOSED. . _

28. (4s544) STUDIO DISCUSSION WITH COHHENTATOR SEBAG AND CHEHICAL
WEAPONS EXPERT COLONEL MEYER.

29. (5031) SECURITY STEPPED UP IN FRANCE: VIDEO REPORT SHOWING
POLICE CHECKS AND INTERVIEWING AN OFFICIAL OF THE AIR AND BORDER
POLICE.

30. (5300) REACTIONS IN FRANCE. FROM PCLITICAL FIGURES.

31. (5500) SOCIALIST PARTY SAKCTIONS 12 HEHBERS FOR OPPOSIRu
FRENCH POLICY IN GULF. (NO. VIDEO)

32." (5519) VIDEO REPORT ON REACTIONS ON HORLD OIL MARKETS TO
GULF EVENTS.

33. (5712) STOCK EXCHANGE: VIDEO REPORT.

34. (5818) ANTENNE-2 WILL CON?INUE BROAD COVERAGE OF GULF EVENTS

TODAY. SPECIAL EDITION MAGAZINE WILL BE DEVOTED TO GULF CRISIS
TONIGHT. ‘

GERMANOS/PG 17/1804Z JAN
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ENVELOPE -

CDSN = LGX202 MCN = 91142/35967 'mR 911421931
PTTUZYUW RUERJCS2167 1421932-UUUU--RUEALGX.

ZNR UUUUU

HEADER

P 2219322 MAY 91

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC

INFO RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL
RUEALGX/SAFE , [

P 2221227 MAY 91 ZYB

FM BUPERS WASHINGTON DC//PERS66//

TO RHFJSBA/COMLATWING ONE CECIL FIELD FL//JJJ//
RUEDAKA/DFAS-CLEVELAND CENTER CLEVELARD OH//643//.

INFO- RUEDARC/NAVFANALWACT CLEVELAND OH//JJJ//
RUFKJKS/STRKFITRON EIGHT ONE

RHFJSCC/COMCARGRU SEVENTEEN

RHFJSKA/COMCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN

RUCKNSA/COMNAVBASE CHARLESTON SC//JJJ//
RHFJSEA/COMSTRKFIGHTWINGSLANT CECIL FIELD FL//00//
RULYJRS/USS SARATOGA

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//0SD-ISA//
RUHGRPG/COMUSNAVCENT |

RUCSACC/USCINCCENT MACDILL AYE FL//Ji//

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA//

ACCT NA-CRADAA

BT

CONTROLS _

UNCLAS //NO1771//

BODY

SUBJ: CHANGE IN CASUALTY STATUS FROM MIA TO KIA ICO LCDR MICHAEL
SCOTT SPEICHER, USN, NN =/ L) )
MSGID/GENADMIN/PERS 663//

RMKS/

1. CASUALTY STATUS ICO LCDR MICHAEL SCOTT SPEICHER, USN —_
IS CHANGED TO KIA FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES ON 22 MAY 1991. ACTUAL
DATE OF DEATH IS 17 JANUARY 1991. RELEASED BY J' L. GREER//
ADMIN ‘ _
BT
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TELECUOPIER TRANSMISSIOM COVER SHEET
- NRUAL RIR WARFARE CENTER
FLEET SUPPORT BRANCH (CODE C3244)
CHINR LRKE, CR 93555

. ﬂaval Alr Wartare Center
Weapons Division
China Lake, CA 83556

Bruce W. Trenholm
PARACHUTE FLEET 8UPPORT BRANOM
' ACCIDENT INVESTIGATOR
<ODE C3244

COMM: (819) 836-0803 _
DR 437-0803 . FAX:(818)836-8884

| » TO
BBENLY- <Derp | OLS |

NAME= MAJ. T -Peioe (sar)
COMMERCIAL PHONE: €25 - 3119
EACSIMILE PHONE= DS 226~ Hqq3

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



DEPARTMENT OFTHE NAVY  welemaae e
NAVAL AIR WARFARE CENTER ' _
WEAPONS DIVISION - . : e

CHINA LAKE; CALIFORNIA 93555-6001
INREPLY REFER TO:

13512
C3244 (Code 463000D)
7 Sep 94

From: Bruce W. Trenholm, Naval Aif Warfare Center Weapons Diyisio;
(C3244(Code 463000D)), China Lake CA . ]

Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP

mp—— . 4

|

1. ; Approach
a. The key factors utilized to evaluate the ejection event are the location of the

aircraft canopy, the type of seat utilized, and the occupant size. This analysis was of
the SJU-5 ejection seat with a 95 percentile (for weight) occupant,

/ b. The location of the aircraft impact eite is less crucizl since the aircraft Lift
,  surfaces may divert its flight path away from the original course and heading after.
f the ejection event. The canopy, on the other hand, has a more predictable trajectory
based on the ejection airspeed, and it generally maintains the original airer,
heading at the point of ejection. B
¢ Ejection system test data wag used to establish the canopy travel distance vs. ]
airspeed. These tests were conduéted at the Supersonic Naval Ordnance Research
Track (SNORYT) facility at China Lake, CA. The trajectory was measured from the

film analysis, and it was available in the service release test report from the SJU-5
seat. . .

d. Knowing the canopy travel distance from this test data, the point in space
from which the seat ejected could be predicted, given an initially assumed airspeed
and altitude. For this analysis, the airspeed varied from 100 to 500 knots, and the
altitude varied from 5000 ft to 25000 ft. For these various conditions, the seat
trajectory was predicted using a six degree of freedom computer model.

2. Results (SEE TABLE - ANALYSIS RESULTS)

- — —

3. Ejection Simulation Program
2. The following sections describe the ejection seat model in greater detail.

The six degree of freedom computer model for ejection seats was adapted for
the specific application of the SJU-5 ejection seat series. The model applies the forces
to the seat and man model in accordance with each of the major ejection phasges.
Figure 1 illustrates the coordinate systems used for the model. The phases of
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP

aerodynamic loading/drogue deceleration phase, and (d) the recovery parachute
phase. The mode! utilizes numerical integration at very small time steps (.001 sec)
to evaluate the forces and moments applied to the seat and occupant in order to
obtain incremental changes in displacement and orientation.

Pigure 1: Coordinate Svsmﬁ:r the stmulation program.

The locations of all geat components were established in the Seat Coordinate
System (SCS). The applied forces and moments were then transformed to the center
of gravity of the seat/occupant. Al numerical integration was then computed about
the center of gravity within the seat coordinate system. In this way, incremental
deflections and rotations were of the appropriate magnitude.

- b. -Catapult Loading

The catapult loading was applied to the ejection seat through thrust-time
tables, knowing the point of application and thrust vector. The thrust-time data was
found experimentally by the Indian Head Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center

(IHD/NSWC) through the use of a thrust stand. The catapult loading is dependent
upon the ejected mass.

c. Rocket Motor Londing ——
The rocket motor loadmg was apphed to the ejection seat via thrust-time
tables, knowmg the point of application and thrust vector.” This point of application
and angle varies according to the seat orientation. The thrust-time data was found
experimentally utilizing a thrust stand such as those available at the Indian Head
Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center (IHD/NSWC). The rocket motor loading is

not dependent upon the ejected mass. The analysis utilized the nozzle orientation
of the seat in the full down position. :
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 Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP

d Aerodynamic Loading

Free stream aerodynamic coefficients of ejection seat platforms have been
obtained through wind tunnel facilities. This dats, of course, varied with the
airspeed (Mach number), air density, and the geat orientation to the wind-stream
(pitch and sideslip angles). The resulting data matrix was used for the simulation
model. At any orientation, the aercdynamic forces and moments were transformed
to the seat center of gravity. : C '

At high speeds, the aerodynamics of the aircraft greatly effects the seat

coefficients, particularly in pitch. This effect was shown to be function of the

separation distance from the aircraft. The trajectory simulation program utilized
multiple aerodynamic tables in order to model this phase of escape.

The importance of the aircraft proximity is that is placed a great deal of

czmand on the seat stability system. Immediately upon rail separation, aircraft
- proximity effected the stability of the seat system. The de-stabilization increases

greatly with ejection speed. Seat systems which utilize a deployable means of
stability are ineffective at this initial stage. By modeling the aircraft proximity
effects, the robustness of the stability system can be evaluated. i

e. Drogﬁe Deceleration Phase -
The SJU-5 system utilizes a éingle lanyard drogue configuration, attached at
the top of the head box via a shackle release mechanism. The purpose of the drogue
is to reduce the seat velocity and to align the seat before parachute deployment. The

" seat was designed to deploy the drogue 0.5 seconds after seat initiation. The timing

of the simulation drogue inflation reflects actual sled track test data.

£. Recovefy Loading Phase

The SJU-5 system deploys the main parachute at 1.5 seconds after seat
initiation. The loads applied by the recovery system depended upon the parachute
attachment point, the drag characteristics, and the projected diameter. Empirical
data derived from full system test evaluations at the sled track established the time
required for deployment. The parachute deployment was divided into two phases
(1) deployment to line stretch, and (2) line stretch to first full inflation.

f___\ . D

4 ' Summary

A

a. The ejection analysis and simulation model has been used extensively over

/‘?.-_‘_the past few years to enhance the investigator's understanding of an ejection event.

|
|
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F/A-18 MISHAP

T

———— ) /
5. If further information is required, please contact me at Naval Air Warfare Center
Weapons Division (C3244(Code 463000D)), DSN 437-0803 or commerdial 615-939-

.0803. _

‘ %——-—
W. TRENHOLM

Ce=
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AIRCRAFT COMBAT LOSSES

(U) Seven Navy aircraft were either lost or damaged in combat during Desert .
Storm. Table 5-12 summarizes each incident. The following sections describe in
detail each incident originating from the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf.

—
—

-

Table 5-12. Aircrait combat loss/damage summary

w

: Time Aircrew!
Dzle (©) ACFT cv Ewvt Location Cause Quicome’
— .17Jan 0352 FIA-18 Saratoga Loss 3300N/04220E Unk -~ 1MIA
© {7dan 2300 A-6 Saratcga Loss 3306N/03941E SAM 2POW
. S s N
| 17 Jan 2300 A-6 Saratoga Dmgd- 3256N/03945E SAM Diverted :
18 Jan 1851 A-6 Ranger Loss 2958N/047S8E Unk 2 KIA e
_ 21Jan 0BTO-  F-14 Saratoga ~ —LBss 2330N/04200E  SAM 1 rescued -~
\ 1 POW a
\  2Feb 1115 A-6 Roosevelt  Loss 2927N/04814E Unk 1 MIA E\ION
\ o o KA S PE
11 Fob 1410 A-6 Roosevelt Dmgd 2930N/0482SE AAA Diverted |

—————

.-‘__/.

KEQU

1. Outcome refiects status as ol 28 Feb 91

_ssemet 5-42



Red Sea Battle Force

(U) Four aircraft from the Red Sea carriers were lost due to enemy fire during the
first few days of Desert Storm—all from Saratoga. Three of these aircraft crashed,
and the remaining aircraft diverted to Al Jouf. This fourth aircraft was considered a
lnss because it was unflyable and beyond repair. The following paragraphs describe
the reconstruction results of each aircraft loss. C : ‘
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PAGE:0010

ENVELOPE A
'CDSN = LGX273 MCN = 91109/39358 TOR = 911092000

OTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3275 1092000-CCCC-~RUEALGX.

ZNY cccee .

HEADER -

0 192000Z APR 91

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC o
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE T Copy o
0:191936Z ‘APR 91 ZYB - ZFF-1." -

}-¥M COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON.DC//NMPC66//

' TO RHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJ1// . .

INFO RUHGOAA/COMUSNAVCENT
RHIPAAA/NAVCENT RIYADH SA//J3J//

- RHSIKMC/SOCCENT FWD//J1// -
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// = =
RUEBEJA/USAT PORT MOPTUARY DOVER AFB DE//JJJ//

KRHIUFAA /COMUSCENTAF/ /DP/JRCC/ / :

ACCT NA-CRADAA . :

BT

CONTROLS

CO Nrhwioseme™® T A L //N01770//

BODY -

SUBJ: ' CASUALTY STATUS
MSGID/GENADMIN/NMPC 663//
REF/A/RMG/USCINCCENT/181100ZAPR91//

REF /B/RMG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/112121ZAPR91/-/NOTAL// :
REF/C/RMG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/232121ZMAR91/-/NOTAL//
RMKS/1. <4 AS REQUESTED BY REF A FOLLOWING CASUALTY STATUS '
APPLIES: - :

'LCDR_ MICHAEL SPEICHER  MIA : :

LT PATRICK CONNOR | ~ KIA, STATUS CHANGED 11 APR, REPORTED BY REF B

LT WILLIAY COSTEN 4 KIA, STATUS CHANGED 23 MAR, REPORTED BY REF C
LT CHARLES TURNER_j  KIA, STATUS CHANGED 23 MAR, REPORTED BY REF C :

2. <« {LCDR BARRY COOKE, SUENENENENRR’ IS ALSO MIA. HIS NAME IS NOT ( 13)\ -
CONTAINEDIN REF A NOR HAS HIS NAME BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH SKIPMENT OF (cl)
ANY REMAINS. _ : : ‘

3. < NO STATUS CHANGE FOR LCDRS SPEICHER mFoonTamcmmn AT
THIS TIME. RELEASED BY J. L. GREER//. - = :
ADMIN ' v

BT

#3275

NNNN
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com"un
AIMFULL
TO : DIROSDM
FROM  : DITRAJB
SUBJECT: 191135ZAPR912980
DOCUMENT SENT ON 04/19/91
ENVELOPE
CDSN = LGX537 MCN = 91109/21258 TOR = 911091144
PTTCZYUW RUERJCS2980 - 1091145-CCCC--RUEALGX.
ZNY CCCCe
HEADER . o o
P 1911452 APR 91 | . ) C'// ‘ ﬁ”_.,/ ot
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC » .
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE
P R 1911352 APR 91
* FM USCINCCENT//CCJ1//
TO RHWRMPC/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB-TX//DPMCAC//
RUEACNP/COMNAVKILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC//66//
INFO RUERJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//31/35// | -
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// -
RHIUFAA/COMUSCENTAF/ /DP// | |
RHIUFAA/COMUSCENTAF//JRCC//
FUHGOAA/COMUSNAVCERT/ /N1//
RUCJACC/USCENTCOM REAR MACDILL AFB FL//CCJ1//
ZEN/NAVCENT RIYADH SA//

BT ' :
CONTROLS - ,

cCo Niigi!gllll*r IAL _ .
MINIM ONSIDERED . ,

BODY - :

MSGID/SYS.RRM// = .

AMPN/MIA CASUALTY STATUS//
RMKS/1. - EFFECTIVE 200001Z APRIL 91, THE USCENTCOM JOINT CASUALTY
RESOLUTION FUNCTION WILL REVERT TO: USCENTCOM J1, MACDILL AFB FL.
REQUEST ADDRESSEES MAKE WIDEST DISSEMINATION TO APPROPRIATE AGENCIES
AND ESURE THAT. THIS PLAD IS UTILIZED TO KEEP USCENTCOM AWARE OF
CASUALTY STATUS CHANGES.
2. THE FOLLOWING CASES ARE STILL OPEN: ) :
LCDR “SPEICHER,XLCDR COOKE % K
THE FOLLOWING CASES WAVE HAD RECENT DEVELOPHENTS WHICH MAY
NECESSITATE A STATUS CHANGE:

JUSAF: MAJ KORITZ, MAJ HOLLAND, CAPT PHILLIS 7 A14}
!USN LT COSTEN, LT TURNER, LT CONNOR

3. POC AT MACDILL AFB IS MAJ BAGLEY, DSN 968-6621.//

ADMIN T

DECL/OADR//

CLOSTEXT//
BT

#2980
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PAGE :0009
ENVELOPE

CDSN = LGX234 MCN = 91092/00586 TOR = 910920021

PTTSZYUW RUEKJCS7381 0920021-SSSS--RUEALGX.

ZNY SSSSS

HEADER

P 020021Z APR 91 A (A/‘..w

e
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC ¥
INFO RUFGAID/USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE
RUEKCCG/USDP-CCC WASHINGTON DC = ' A 57(4 oS \

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC o N |
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC - o j,wcl. or
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL - :
RHEPAAB/TAC IDHS LANGLEY AFB VA//IDHS//

RUFTAKA/USA INTEL CENTER HEIDELBERG GE

RUFTAKC/UDITDUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE

RUDOGHA/USNMR SHAPE BE//SURVEY// ,

RUEALGX/SAFE : .
P 0111052 APR 91 C -
FM CTG ONE SIX EIGHT PT ZERO//00// : N

TO KUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//OCJCS-PW-MIA/JS// . ,\
RHEHAAA/NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHIKGTON DC//&az%/ 4£;C3>
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA//

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA//

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//0P092/0P01/0P05/0P06/0P0T//

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC//JJJ//

RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2//

RUCBSAA/CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N2//

RHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJ2// -

RHIHDAA/COMSOCCENT//J2// =

RUEOFAA/COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J2//

RUCJACC/USCENTCOM REAR MACDILL AFB FL//J2//

RUEADWD/HQ DA OSCAR WASHINGTON DC//JJJ//

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC

RULKNIS/COMNISCOM WASHINGTON DC//22//

RUCOAIR/COMNAVAIRLANT DATA NORFOLK VA//20//

RUHGOAA /COMUSNAVCENT//JJJ//

RUWFMAA/COMNAVAIRPAC DATA SAN DIEGO CA//N2//

RUEKJCS/OASD WASHINGTON DC.//FM-P (P1-A-LLP)//

RUKGNBA/HQ AFIA FT BELVOIR VA//INU//

RUDMCTF/CTF ONE SIX EIGHT//CTF-HO/CTF-HR/CIF-HP//

RUEADWD/DA WASHINGTON DC//DAMI// ;

RUDMNIC/COMNAVINTCOM WASHINGTON DC//00//

RUDMNOP/NAVOPINTCEN SUITLAND MD//SPEARY? <

BT

CONTROLS

? gL NW LLg» //M03800//

THIS IS AN OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON REPORT. RELEASABLE BY SERVICE
CASUALTY DIVISIONS ONLY. FOR YELLOW RIBBON ACTION OFFICERS ONLY.
SERIAL: (U) IIR 5 300 0237 90.

BODY

COUNTRY : (U) IRAQ (IZ).



ﬂ;;l!!L nll!!!? ‘qll!ﬁs

SUBJ: (U) IIR 5 300 0237 91/PRISONER OF WAR REPORT - DESERT

STORM (U).

WARNING:  (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED

INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R E T/WNINTEL/NOFORN.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

PAGE:0010

DOI: (U) 910304.

REQS: (U) T-8C2-2650-01; HQ AF/INU DEBRIEFING GUIDE.

SOURCE: (SidE ) //0TS 5300-0091-91// IS A U.S. NAVY F14A(PLUS)
RADAR INTERCEPT OFFICER (RIO) WHO WAS SHOT DOWN OVER IRAQ ON 21

JANUARY 1991 AND HELD AS A PRISONER OF WAR (POW). '
SUMMARY : (VW) THIS REPORT PROVIDES INFORMATION ON A COHHENT

MADE BY AN IRAQI INTERROGATOR CONCERNIHG THE STATUS OF A U S. NAVY
F18 PILOT.

TEXT: 1. (9w INTERROGATOR COMMENT ON USS SARATOGA LOSSES.
AT ONE OF SOURCE'S INTERROGATIONS, SOURCE WAS TOLD A'F18 PILOT OFF
USS SARATOGA WAS DEAD (NFI). (FIELD COMMENT--THIS MAY CORRELATE TO
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER SPEICHER, USN. SOURCE DOES NOT RECALL WHICH
INTERROGATOR, NOR AT WHICH SITE AND SESSION THIS COMMENT WAS MADE.)
THE COMMENT WAS MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF AN ATTEMPT TO ELICIT
INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRWING PERSONNEL. SOURCE WAS ASKED IF USS
SARATOGA LOST ANY AIRCRAFT. SOURCE SAID YES, A F18 AND AN AS.
SOURCE WAS ASKED IF HE ENEW TEZ PILOT OF THE F18. SOURCE REPLIED
NO. THE INTERROGATOR WAS UPSET, AS HE BELIEVED THE AIRWING WAS A
TIGHT-KNIT FAMILY AND SOURCE SHOULD KNOW THE PILOT. THE
INTERROGATOR STATED, "WELL, HE'S DEAD." SOURCE WAS GIVEN NO
SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION. (F IELD COMMENT--IN RETROSPECT, BASED ON
THE INTERROGATION'S SUPERFICIALITY AND THE WIDESPREAD PUBLICATION OF
LCDR SPEICHER'S STATUS, SOURCE BELIEVES THE INTERROGATOR OBTAINED
THE INFORMATION FROM 'I'HE PRESS. ).

COMMENTS: (U) THIS IS THE FOURTH IN A SERIES OF REPORTS WHICH
ADDRESSES ISSUES DISCUSSED IN THE HQ AF/INU DEBRIEFING GUIDE.
//1IPSP: \U) PG1100//.

//COMSOBJ: (U) 111//.

ADMIN

PROJ: (U) 503100.

INSTR: (U) u.s. NO.

PREP: (U) HENRY CORSCADDEN, LCDR, USNR, TG 168.0; RAYMOND
LAGAMASINO, LT, USNR, TF 168.

ACQ: (v HASHINGTON DC (910312).

WARNING:  (U) REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R £ T--WARNING NOTICE-
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES OR METHODS INVOLVED-NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN
NATIONALS.

DECL/OADR//

BT - -—-
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| mse.  ees ' DATE: ee1

PRIORITY | - |  TIME: 1221 .

5

[ ' ' ” J (EEL‘”L)L -

PATUZYUK. RHSIKMCOS96 6811219-UUUU--RHKRCCC. ‘ 5;0‘74 - b

INR UUUUU | . : i f re

P 221200Z MAR 91 - - | )

FM CDR 689 OM CO KKMC SA//€9734// i _ .

TO RUCINAA/43& SVC DOVER AFB DE//SVM// !

RUEBEJA/CJMAD ORG DOVER AFB DE// ;

RUDCHAA/COMUSARCENT MAIN//6-4/7

RHIPAAA/CINCUSCENTCOM//J4/T7 JMAD/Z/ i le (‘lﬂ

INFO RHSIKMC/CDR 22 SUPCOM//ACSLOG-SVCS// . : 0/‘/ v

RUFTRWA/3ZZ ALD RAMSTEIN AB GE//ALCC// - lﬁ/h”( )

RUEAHOF/CJMAD ALEX VA// - rns

RUEAHOF/CDR PERSCOM ALEX VA// | | fooer T et

RHCUAAA/USTRANSCOM SCOTT AFE IL//CAT// ¢ : Lo
1. ﬂoLf’Nj Snin

Comrc

RHCUAAA/HQ MAC SCOTT AFB IL//CATL/
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//J-4LRC// < {rom. £
RHSIKMC/COMNAVLOGSUPFOR | . L . Thil
RULSSAA/COMNAVMEDCOM WASH DC//CUDE 332// b eoro? an(}{/ il &
RULSSAA/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASH DC//N-122/7 . ) /
RHWRMFC/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFE TX//DPMCA// . cUrra
RUCIEBA/COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC//DEH/LGT// . ’”f7 reises sV
RHIUFMA/USCENTAF FWD// e ,

" RHSIKMC/TSRT KKMC genwsFtom <

FAGE 02 KHSIKMCO®99& UNCLASS Fouo
BT

UNCLASS FoOUO A
SUBJECT: TRANSPGRTATION - HUMAN REMRING
t- THE FOLLOMIMG US NAVY/AIR FORCE PERSONNEL (DISASSOCIATED PORTIONS

ARE ENROUTE TO DOVER AFB.DE V1A C-§ AIRCRAFT MISSION NUMBER 21475
TAIL NUMBER 09453 ETD €721 22 MARCH 1991 : A

ETB RANK SSAN DOD CN .

PHILLIS, STEVEN R. CPT UNK UNK KSA-1498,
- SPETCHER, MICHAEL LCDR UNK UNK A=lSe

BT '

£099¢6




VU W b Vb § é"féf 74, CA»,,,,,,,
DTG: 071800Z MAR 91 - C O rrmer
FM:  NMIST CENTCOM//CCJ2-€1// Coo ke
VIA: NMIST NET y
TO:  NMIST DIA WASHINGTON DC// Cosren
INFO: ALL STATIONS Dy
PASS TO: DIA//POW=MIA// He)lcm o '
SECRET LIMDIS . k"w’" trZ
SUBJECT: STATUS OF AMERICAN POWS (U) - S_/o-n' c i

1. (U) TRE FOLLOWING US POWS WERE RELEASED TO THE INTERNAT IONAL f,{;ﬁ???ﬂ.
COMMITTEE FOR THE RED CROSS (ICRC) ON 4 MAR 81 AND HAVE BEEN :

RETURNED TO COALITION CUSTODY. ALL WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE USHS ' 7~y

MERCY CURRENTLY DOCKED IN BAHRAIN. ALL APPEAR TO BE IN‘GOOD .

CONDIT ION. - : Jthrctor s
—

USAF MAJ THOMAS GRIFFITH
USA SPC DAVID LOCKETT
USA SPC MELISA NEALY 7T

BT

-~

Edféase

USN JEFFREY ZAUN

Y USN LT LAWRENCE SLADZ
\ -USN LT ROBERT. WETZEL

2. (U)
81 AND WERE RETURNED TO

s

DR L 5TR

THE FOLLOWING US POWS WERE RELEASE TO THE ICRC ON 5 MAR

COALITION CUSTODY 6 MAR 81. ALL WERE _

TRANSPORTED FROM BAGHDAD TO RIYADH AIR BASE, SA ON 6 MAR 91 AND'
WERE SUBSEQUENTL TRANSFEBRED TO THE MERCY. ~IWO WERE LISTED AS

NON-AMBULATORY CORNOMS(BROKEN ARMS) ANDACAPT ANDREWSZ(LOWER
EXTREMITIES, TRXUMA). = - , -_
.M -
USMC LTC CLIFFORD M. ACREE

USAF
usMc
USAR
USAR
USAF
_USAF
A7 uUsSMC
USAF
USMC
USMC
USAR
USAF
USAF
USAR
- g—

3. (FOUO) ACCORDING TO J1 (PW/MIA), THE TWO USAR
PC DAVID BUSH AND SSG CRYSTAL L. RI

91 (MISSING FROM CONVOY
,Eﬁ)cxsriznsns SEPARATED

CAPT WILLIAM F. ANDREWS
CAPT MICHAEL C. BERRYMAN
MAJ RHONDA L. CORNOM

SPC TROY A. DUNLAP

COL DAVID W. EBERLY |
LTC JEFFERY D. FOX ,
CWO4 GUY L. HUNTER

CAPT HARRY M. ROBERTS

CAPT RUSSELL A. SANBORN
MAJ JOSEPH J. SMALL i1}
SPC DANIEL J. STAMARIS~
CAPT RICHARD D. STORR

LT ROBERT J. SWEET

MAJ JEFFERY S. TICE

INDIVIDUALS,
PLISTED AS MIA ON 4 MAR
) WERE LOCATED TN US CUSTODY. {BUSHPAND
FROM THEIR UNIT AND MANAGED TO ATTACH TO

SECRET ym
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4. LSAAMDTS) INITIALDEBRIEF WITBIMAJ SMALLE-INDICATES HE WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR EJECTING BOTH HIMSELCF AND H;nzcnew MEMBER LCAPT

ANOTHER UNIT.

DAVID M. SPELLACYZ- DURING HI1S RQEBRIEFING, '}sAw THAT DUR ING
HIS DESCENT HE msnGPELLAcY' ARACHUTE HAD DEPLOYED. HE
ALSO NOTICED THAT.4SPELLACY ‘SEB0DY APPEARED TO BE L IFELESS.

DURING AN EARLIER CONVERSATION WITHFCOL CLARK, CCJ1 js_umsu‘rso
L .

THATASPELLACY ' SJCiUTE DEPLOYED ONLY PARTIALLY. 4SMALLF-INDTCATED
T0 DEBRIEFERS THAT DURING 1iTERROGATION BY HIS IRAQI  CAPTORS,
THEY TOLD HIM “HIS PARTNER® WAS DEAD AND THEY HAD BURIED HIM.

5. j§2L4MU1S) THE WRECKAGE OF THE AV-8B PILOTED BYUSMC CAPT
JAMES W. WILBOURWHO WAS REPORTED MIA ON 23 FEB 91,”WAS LOCATEC

- ON 4 MAR 91. ImE WRECKAGE, REMAINS WERE FOUND. WHICH WERE

POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED ASAWILBOURN'SPBN & MAR 81 (REF: VMA 542
MSG, 0415157 MAR 91, PCR DEATH SUPPLEMENTAL).

6. _48T ON 7 MAR 914LT SWEET AAN A-10 PILOT, WHO WAS THE WING-'
MAN FOR‘EPT STEPHEN PHILLISARELATEDYPHILLISS-AIRCRAFT WENT DOWN
WITHIN 5 TO 10 MILES OF GRIDO COORDINATES 3002N 0471SE. THIS
INFORMAT ION WAS PASSED TO CAPT REYNOLDS, SOCCENT, ON 7 MAR 91.

7. (SAAOTS) DIVERS HAVE RECOVERED SOME REMAINS AT THE CRASH
SITE OF THE AC-130H DCwWNED OVER WATER ON 310320Z JAN 81. SAR

ACTIVITIES ARE STILL ONGOING, BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT TH!S CRASH .

WAS NOT ‘SURVIVABLE. A BOARD IS SCHEDULED TO CONVENE NEXT WEEK TO
MAKE A FINAL DETERMINATION CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE CREW - .
MEMBERS.

8. (U) THE FOLLOWING RERSONNEL ARE STILL BEING CARRIED AS MiA:

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

BLESS+NGER, JOHN P. ' -

SSAN: P_’
RANK : SGT —

SERVICE: AF 4 (
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91
COORD : 2844N 04B16E '
STATUS: PKIA
‘VEHICLE: AC-130H

_’-—”/

SEGRET Liwns

BLAND, THOMAS C. _ i

SSAN: . U |

RANK : LT ‘

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)

DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 81 £ | ;

_COORD:  2844N 04816E 0m Jom ol | el ser e ater ) o)
STATUS: PKIA ’ o of
VEHICLE: AC-130H ¢ rmgy
RECORD NO.: 36



( .!é’:iEQESi \i—_ i

. "RECORD NO.: 43
COMMENTS : AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA

BUEGE, PAUL G.

b (o | ssav: )

¥ | Rank:  MSGTT
SERVICE: AF
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91
COORD:  2B44N 04816 s
STATUS:  PKIA
VEHICLE: AC-130H

.RECORD NO.: 37
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA

CLARK, BARRY. M.

-

‘ SSAN:  AUNEEERE -
1)‘&5 RANK:  "SGT )
_ SERVICE: AF
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)

DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91

COORD: 2844N 04816E
STATUS: PKIA
VEHICLE: AC-130H

RECORD NO.: 45
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

CONNER. PATRICK K.

g SSAN: = t;’
&; éo RANK : LT (0-3)
t SERVICE: NY -
UNIT: VA 36, USS ROOSEVELT

COORD:  2924N 04820E, NEAR FALAKA ISLAND
STATUS:  PKIA

VEHICLE: A-6E

CALLSIGN: HRTLSS 21

RECORD NO.: 51

COMMENTS: DOWN IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE.

SHOT DOWN.

COOKE, BARRY T.

(

DTG LOST: 0211437 FEB 91 (J1) 02840Z FEB 91 (JRCC)

WITH COOKE AT TIME

WITH CONNER AT

! SSAN:
D Ao | RANK: LCDR (0-4)"
SERVICE+. NY - ——
UNIT: VA 36, USS ROOSEVELT
DTG LOST: 022240Z FEB 91 (J1) 0208407 FEB 91 (JRCC)
COORD:  2924N 04820E, NEAR FALAKA ISLAND ‘
STATUS: PKIA
VEHICLE: A-6E
CALLSIGN: HRTLSS 21
RECORD NO.: 50
COMMENTS: DOWN IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE.
e,

ivie

ghints

cm—




[ SSAN:

/—\

( ‘—m Y (
TIME SHOT DOWN.

. - - ———

COSTEN, WILLAM T.

SSAN: PJ

| RANK: T (0-3)
DOB: 08/03/63
SERVICE: NY
UNIT: VA-155, USS RANGER

DTG LOST: 1815407 JAN 91

- COORD: 3000N 04800E s

STATUS: PMIA

VEHICLE: A6-E

CALLSIGN: JAKAL 11

RECORD NO.: 6 ‘

: COMMENTS: CREWMEMBER WAS LT TURNER. LAST SEEN OVER ARABIAN GULF. |

SAR SUSPENDED. -

DWYER, ROﬁnm J.
MEEEE OR W

" RANK: T (0-3)
‘SERVICE: NY .
UNIT: Cv¥-8 DET, VFA-87, USS ROQSEVELT
DTG LOST: 0517002 FEB 91
COORD: 2915N 04850E (J1) 2915N 04845E (JRCC)

STATUS: PKIA

VEHICLE: FA-18

CALLSIGN: PARTY 01

RECORD NO.: §3 : :

COMMENTS: OVER WATER LOSS. DISAPPEARED FROM RADAR. SAR
SUSPENDED POSSIBLY IN IRAN.

GALVIN, ARTHUR -

SSAN:

RANK : “CAPT -
SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91
COORD: 2844N 04816E

STATUS: PKIA

VEHICLE: AC-130H

RECORD NO.: 34

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA

GRIMM, WILLIAM D.
SSAN: ~ ° j T —
" RANK : T

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91
COORD : 2B44N 04B16E

STATUS: PKIA
VEHICLE: AC-130H
RECORD NO.: 35

D g
FAY S LADLS
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b

P —
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.'

v Bo—

.COORD: 2844N 04816E

S « s vzne=2 N

HARRISON, TIMOTHY R.

ssan: [l |

RANK : SSG

SERVICE: AF |

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) \
DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91 :

COORD: 2B44N 04B16E

L1d

STATUS: PKIA-
VEHICLE: AC-130H
RECORD NO.: 44
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

HODGES, ROBERT K.
SSAN: e

RANK: SGT
SERVICE: AF
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)

DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91 . -

STATUS: PKIA : . .
VEHICLE: AC-130H ‘ _ !
RECORD NO.: 39 .

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

HOLLAND, DONNIE R.

ssaN: | eommm—— |

RANK : MAJ

SERVICE: AF -

UNIT: 335 FFS (DEPNOYED //4TH TFW
DTG LOST: 172012Z JAN 91 :
COORD : 3038N 04740E

STATUS: PMIA
VEHICLE: F-15E
CALLSIGN: T-BIRD 56
RECORD NO.: 4 ; '
COMMENTS: CREWMEMBER WAS MAJ KORITZ. SAR SUSPENDED.

KANUHA, 'DAMON V.

SSAN: Lgc

RANK : T .

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: - 16 SOS (AFSOC)

DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91 ="
COORD : 2844N 04816E

STATUS: PKIA

VEHICLE: AC-130H

RECORD NO.: 42

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

KORITZ, THOMAS E.
SSAN: t—




bty

a5

| RECORLC NO.: 35

S ) ER U Y e o § (

——

- —

RANK : MAJ

SERVICE: AF _

UNIT: '~ 335 TFS (DEPLOYED)//4TH TFW
DTG LOST: 172012Z JAN 91

COORD: 3038N 04740E

STATUS: PMIA
VEHICLE: F-1SE
CALLSIGN: T-BIRD 56

COMMENTS: CREWMEMBEK ”AS MAJ HOLLAND. SAR SUSPENDED.

1" maY, JAME

(b¥)

S
SSAN: Ei”
. RANK :
. SERVICE: AF
S UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
.DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 81
" COORD: 2B44N 4816E

STATUS: PKIA
VEHICLE: AC-130H

" RECORD NO.: 38

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT &2

OELSCHLAGE, JOHN L.

SSAN: r‘ 'T : "
RANK:  “SSG

SERVICE: AS

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) | -

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91

COORD:  28B44N 04816E o

_R_STATUS: PKIA

(o)

t

VEHICLE: AC-130H
RECORD NO.: 41
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

PHILLIS, STEPHEN R

SSAN: | ememmesn |

RANK : CAPT

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 353 TFS, 354 TFW

DTG LOST: 1513277 FEB 91

COORD : 2957N 04708t (J1/JRCC) OR 03002N 04715E (REPORTED BY UK
NCO)

STATUS: PMIA

VEHICLET ~ A-10 ="

CALLSIGN: ENFIEL 37

RECORD NO.: 62

COMMENTS: DOWNED SAME TIME AS LT SWEET. ACCORDING TO TAPE OF
COMMS, SWEET WENT DOWN WITHIN 5-10 KM OF 3002N 04715E.

PHILLIS Fi.W CAP FOR APPROX 10 MIN. BEFORE BEING SHOT
DOWN.

SCHMAUSS, MARK J.

—

SECRET wimns

DL




4%_ COMMENTS: SAR SUSPENDED. CREWMEMBER WITH MAJ SMALL WHO HAS BEEN

SSAN:

—] ]

RANK : “3SsG :

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 16 S0S (AFSOC) .

DTG LOST: 3103267 JAN 91 o e
COORD: 2B44N 048B16E '

STATUS: PKIA

VEHICLE: AC-130H

RECORD NO.: 40

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBASLY DOWN AT SEA.

\m—
SPEICHER, MICHAEL S.ce 7%
SSAN:
RANK: LCDR
SERVICE: NY
UNIT: VFA=81(S)
DTG LOST: 1702002 JAN 91
COORD : " 3245N 04445¢c

|
Z SERVICE: MC
i
!
|

STATUS: ~ PMIA

VEHICLE: FA-18

RECORD NO.: 1

COMIENTS: DOWNED OVER BAGHDAD AND PROZARLY DECCASID LISUZVEIR,
EVIDENCE OF DEATH.

SPELLACY,[%AVID M.

SSAN: w

RANK : CAPT

UNIT: VMO-1, MAG 13 (FWD), 3D MAW

DTG LOST: 25095427 FEB 91

COORD: 2901N 04806E TJ1) 2849N 04803E (JRCC)

STATUS: PMIA

VEHICLE: OV-~10

CALLSIGN: PEPPER 77

RECORD NO.: NONE AT PRESENT

RELEASED. INITIAL DEBRIEF OF SMALL INDICATES THAT HE
(SMALL) THE BACK-SEATER, EJECTED BOTH HIMSELF -AND

TURNER,  CHARLES J.

SSAN:

RANK : LT (0-3)

DOB: 08/03/61

SERVICE: NY (RES)

UNIT:  VA-155, USS RANGER
DTG LOST: 181540Z JAN 91
COORD : 3000N 04800E

STATUS: PMIA

. . 1 S
. 1 ——
——

SECRET | L\mw,

i
!

Rzf

SPELLACY BUT SPELLACY'S CHUTE DID NOT FULLY DEPLOY. - NO ! ZDF:EZ:
MOVEMENT WAS NOTED ON SPELLACY’S PART DURING DESCENT.

DURING INTERROGATION BY THE IRAQ!°S, SMALL WAS TOLD
THAT "HIS PARTNER"™ WAS DEAD AND THAT THEY HAD BURIED
HIM.



VEHICLE: A6-E

RECORD NO.: 7

COMMENTS: CREWMEMBER WITH LT COSTEN. LAST SEEN OVER THE ARABIAN
GULF. SAR SUSPENDED.

UNDERWOOD, REGINALD C.

. ¢+ | SSAN:
Cic | rRaNk:  TAPT (0-3)
SERVICE: MC S
UNIT: -~ . VMA-331, MAG 40, 4TH, MEB FPO NY 09503-0527
DTG LOST: 2706462 FEB 81 (J1) 270345 FEB 91 (JRCC)
COORD:  2843N 04745E
STATUS:  POW
VEHICLE: Av-8
CALLSIGN: MAGIC 14.
- RECORD NO.: NONE AT PRESENT
COMMENTS: VOICE CONTACT WITH SAR A/C, BUT NO RECORD OF CONTACT
, WITH UNDERWOOD ON GROUND. SAR ONGOING. UK PIREP SAID
o TALKED TO HIM, NFI. :

Y

WALTERS, DIXON L
p—

SSAM: ﬁ::::::::t;;j'
RANK : CAPT

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC)
DTG LOST: 310326 JAN 91
COORD:  2B44N 4816E

STATUS: PKIA

VEHICLE: AC-130H ¢

RECORD NO.: 33 P

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA.

WEAVER, PAUL J.

SSAN: 7

RANK : MAJ (0-4)

SERVICE: AF

UNIT: " 16 SOS (AFSOC)

DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 (J1) 310320Z JAN 91 (JRCC)
' COORD: 2B44N 04816E (J1) 3830N 0482BE (JRCC)

STATUS: PKI1A

VEHICLE: AC-130H

CALLSIGN: SPIRIT 03

RECORD ‘NO.: 32

COMMENTS ; PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA, _SAR ONGOING.

—————————— - e —— e,

8. (U) APPROVED FOR RELEASE BY CENTCOM R1! MANAGER CAPT MCCREA.

DECL: OADR

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
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AVAL MILITARY PERSONNEL' DMAND, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAW.( SHINGTON, D. C. 20370
, At

2 LAl ®REPARCDO

. - TATFORT uu;at! AND YYPL .
. Sup°'Rpt 91 Feb 7
BEPORT OF CASUALTY 117020=A=1 =a . Corrected 1991 _lan 28 _

T SEOVICT IDENTIFICATION (Neme, Sucml Secunty Number. Grade or Kete. Compunenl, Brench end Orgunsseiusn). (NOSINIC)

lst Appt: ENS (USNR) 1980 Oct 31

S
_SPETCHER Michael Scot ' LCDR 004 USN © 1310 ' .
L) CASUAL'V GYA'US .
aarTvLE D uo--.ﬂll © 8. COMMENCED TOUR DATL INDIAN: 502
c. status D oran D s D aisnc . K] missinc we acrion D cartuaLo O ovmen —
. | Ly ’
oave 1991 Jan 17 © e ewace _1xag ’

! cavac o cncousrances Eailed to regyrn from 8 frow a combat aircraft scrike mission
over 1raq. ) )

d. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE

-5 s. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRYM : o, RACE c. S€x

o

__Kansas Ciey MO _1_Caucasian
6 DATL AND PLAGE OF LAST-ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURNENT STATUS AND HOME OFf RECORD AT TimE

_ 1980 Oct 31 Pensacola FL ____.Janksnbxilf.Lﬂ____ -—
7 a. PAY GRADE 7 )b, BASIC PAY €. INCENTIVE,ADDITIONAL PAY d. CHECK IF arPe_IZABLE
< €1029 .10 Over 10 yrs & ves O | Bemew [rassencen

‘e DUTY STATUS

ACTIVE NUSTA: COMCARATRVING SEVENTEFN
9 INTERTSTLED PERSONRS (Nome, Adsrew, Rélclioashp) - DATC OF RECORD OF EMERCTNEY DATA FOPMI

110 REMORT FOP va TO N REPORTING COMMAND AGENCY AND DATE REPORT .‘c‘bvw W OCPARTMENTY ~ - -
oLLO! )

| fowor Bees Owe COMCARATRWING SEVENTEEN 1991 Jan 17

712 PRIOR SERVICE DATA ) o .

| Bvws Owo ENL USNR 1980 JIun 17 - 1980 Ocr 31

13 REMAFRKS

rUOOTNOTES
1. Adull ncxt of ken,
o Beaslicwry fur graluily pay wn erenl (here is au surrioag wife o child as devgnaied ur wewed of rmergene Jele.
3 Aenelxrery 100 unpeid pov ond slinwences s Jesugnaird va revurd of Fmergenc) deis.
‘e DISTRIBUTION 19 SIGNATURE CLEMENT
H- COMNAVBASE Certified to be a true Certification of Casualty.

CHARLESTON SC .) - .
Zead “Casualty Assistanct Branch
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— I. REPORT NUMBER AND TYPE i 2 unc PREPARED

NAVAL MILITARY PERSONNEL COMMAND, ' DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20370
daf

REPORT OF CASUALTY 117020-A=1 199) _jan 28  _ |

3 SERVICE IDENTIFICATION (Neme, Sucws! Security Number. Grade or Nate, Compounent, Brench and Orgunueiwn), (AMOS/NJIC)

1st Appt: ENS (USNR) 1980 Oct 31 -
SPEICHER, Michael §cotth!.LCDR 004 USN O 1310 i

4 cAsuALTY STATUS ..B fATTLE hD NON=BATTLE b. CuMwENCEID TOUR DATC  INDIAN: 502
. sratus D ofATH D wa D IBBING B MIBBING 0 Acn&: D cCaPTURED D ormen Ty
parc 1991 Jan 17 e vace 1180 '
. caustas c.-;.,..m.m_;_i___L_____.Fa led to return from a c_b_g:_u.s.c_gﬁ_mm_miiﬂm
over raq.
|5 2. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH b. RACE . {e. SEx ) d. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
City MO Caucasian I | _Male | Merhodisr .
6 ODATC AND PLACE OF LAST -ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN i CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECOAD AT TimE
1980 Oct 31 Pensacola FL : Jacksonville FL ___ __ __ __ |
7. eav GraDE ¥ |b. BASIC PAY c. INCENTIVE-ADDITIONAL PAY d. CHECK IF APPLIZABLE
004 $3029.10 Over 10 yrs & res O~ Berew O vassencrn
TS-OUTV STATUS ] -:
ACTIVE DUSTA: COMCARATIRWING SEVENTEEN

® INTERESTLD PERSONS (Neme, Address. Relationship) DAYE OF RECORD OF EMERGENLCY DAY FO’M
P 1991 Jan 05

NS em
" an hmine
g ————

.
12 PRIOR SERVICE DATA

10 NEFORY FOP va TO 11 RePORTING COMMAND AGENCY AND DATE REPORT RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT | -

rocew ®wes Owe | coMCARATRWING BEVENTEEN 1991 Jan 17

v O~ N USNR 1980 Jun 17 - 1980 Ocr 31

13 REMAPRPKS

wnetianessias ~—

FUOOTNOTES
1. Adull next of Min,
2. Bensliciury [or grutuils juy v crent (RETe @ nu suntecing u'ifs oo~ child as desgnated ur record of emergene Jalu.
J. Renefcoary [or unpont joov end alinwances as deswnuied on recurd wf rmergency deiu.

14 DISTRIBUTION 1S SIGNATURE ELEMINT

H- COMNAVBASE "Certified to be a true Certification of Casualty.

CHARLESTON SC .) , .
o ’?ead “casualty Assistancé Branch

By direction of the Commander, Naval Hilitary Personnel Comnd

DD FORM 1300 WEPLACLS UD FOMe 0> | mak o' weil = 13 OHSOI LTI
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ARLINGTON ANNEX
MESSAQL CENTER

IMMED I ATE/PRIORITY ‘ ZYUW RUFRSGG9630 0252021
&R=Pa-25202 LL.JAN 9.1‘11 .
FA STRKFITRON EIGHT ONE
T0O COMNAVAILPERSCOM WASHINGTON pc//76k/66//
INFO ZEN/COMCRUDESGRU EIGHT ZEN/USS SARATOGA
ZEN/COMCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN

S //N01770// ’
SuBJ: CO lNVESTIGZ%ION REPORT ON MIA PERSONNEL, NMPC-6L/66 (L)
MSG | D/GENADMIN/VFA=81// o .
REF/A/DOC/MILPERSAAN 4210100.8// )
REF/B/RAG/COMCARA IRWING SEVENTEEN/172038ZJANSY// .
NARR/REF A 15 PERS CASUALTY REPORTS POLICY FOR FOLLOW-ON RPT BY CO.
REF B 1S INITIAL PERS CASUALTY (MIA) REPORT 1CO LCOR MICHAEL S.
SPEICHER, USN, k91-52-9897/1310// o - R
RMKS/V. (U) FOL RPT SUBMITTED 1AW REF A, AND AS AMPLIFYING INFO TO
REF B. H :
2. .#EFON 17 JAN 91, VFA=B1 FA=18 ACFT SIDE NUMSER AA-kO3 (BUNO
163LBL), PILOTED BY LCDR SPEICHER, PARTICIPATED IR THE FIRST NIGHT
STRIKE MISSION TO SUPPRESS ENEMY AIR DEFENSES IN VCTY OF BAGHDAD,
IRAQ. AA=-LO3 FAILED TO CHECK - IN UPON CONPLETION OF STRIKE. STRIKE
LEADC# REPORTED LAST CONFIRMED SIGHTING OF AA=4O3 WAS AT COMPLETION
0f AIRBORNE REFUELING PRIOR TO ENTERING HOSTILE TERRITORY, INTENSE
SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE, EREMY flgnrta :g;%v::Y AMD ANTI~-AIRCRAFT
IRt : 3. -y

3. & TO DATE, THEA RIKE RESCUE FORCES HAVE REPORTED NO
VISUAL SIGNALS OR RADIO comns FROM LCDR SPEICHER, STRIKE RESCUE
EFFORTS Will CONTINUE UFN. NO FURTHER INFO AVAIL.
"4, (C) 1VD ABOVE INFQ, RECOMMEND LCOR SPEICHER'S STATUS REMAIN AS
MIA, ’
5. (U) RELEASED BY M.T. ANDERSON, USK, CO VFA-81.//
DECL/OADR// BT : :

CNMPC WASK DT ADV 1

ACTI0ON NMPCH . . .
iNFO Imﬁiﬁrcsnm' NAPCOO (1) NMPCO1IE (1) ¥RPCO (l)m N
NMPCL (2) DUTY OFFICER(1) CNP(1) TFK CK-USN (!

MCNeD 1026 /09587 TOR=9 102€/08 142 T‘D'.‘O’./“‘ﬂ COSNeNACI42
. PAQE 1 OF ¢
OB AT _ 3020212 JaN 81



‘\i‘fﬁ

wzczeoicesr (BB
| prrCczYUs RUFRIFACISS 217121 o-CK
v ZNY CCCCC
‘P 1712182 JAKN S1 2YB
Fr. CTG ONE FIVE FIVE ry
T0 CIF ONE FIVE FIVE
BT
CONFIGDENTTI AL FERSOMAL F
SUBJ: KISSING ACFT )
FECID/GENALRIN/CTG 155.2/199 /JAk/, - |
RN Ted. £€ RILEY, THE LOSS OF AA=483 DURING GUR INITIaL EAGHDAD
CRRIKE 1S MDST UFGRILNATE. AT THIS JUNCTURE, I af. Moo CERTAIN
WHA1 OCCURRED BUT hAVE.CONFILED THE FOLLOVING FAGTS FROP,
AIRCREW DEBRIEFS AND OBSERVATION BY CDR MIKE (SPOGK) ANDERSQ

THE STRIKE LEADER, ALL TIMES LocaL :

Ao 483 LAST SIGKTEL AT TINME 8328, POSITION 29-15NE7/641-Z8E5 =
(EAR F INT OF RAISIN TANKERK TRACK) HEADING @15 DEGREES TRUE, =~~~
B. ASSIGNED SEAD LAUNCK POINT wAS BlS DEGREES, 268 N FRCr EAR

C. 423 CID NOT REPORT TO FOST-STRIKE TANKING FOSITION AT

v

OR hADI MIXON FRCH CEE//NB0BOE //

v a dbam

4=~ D. - o -__-""“‘7

Py
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AV AL SSAGE iCo s T=en

DEPT OF NAV Y
H

Sor Ke
23> —SRESHA HANBEING—REGUIRED— (< '

£ : o C crespor
IMMEDIATE .M ZYUW RUHESEG9938 0632215 (/) r.
|0 1022162 FEB 91 —_ _
len” COMUSNAVCENT | |

\TO___CNQ WASHINGTON DC//0P-018//

S ECRET SPECAT PERSONAL FOR RADM sALLo_Fﬁon.suxru'llupooon//

,’ :
T

. WERE ND COMMUNICATIONS OR BE

SUBJ: M1A INFORMATIOV (u) _
MS61D/GENADMIN/COMUSNAVCENTZ/ _

RMKS/l. &7 ADMIRAL, FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED IN
RESPONSE TO 9 MARCH TELCON BETWEEN CAPT STEVE LOEFFLER AND MY N3.
THE INFORMATION IS THE BEST WE CAN OBTAIN FROM AIRCREW DEBRIEFS
AND RADID COMMUNICATIONS RELAYED up THE CHAIN. WE HAVE
INTENTIONALLY MADE THIS A CLASSIFIED KMESSAGE IOT GIVE You AS MUCH e
DETAIL AS POSSIBLE. , . ,
2. €Y THZ FOLLOWING NAVCENT PERSONNEL ARE LISTED AS MIA DUE TO

HOSTILE ACTION DURING OPEIATION DESERT STORM

LCDR MICHAEL So. SPEICHER, USN ¢y }E ™ rmmerm
LT CHARLES Je TURKER, USNR o851
~7 WILLIAM T. COSTEN, USN, &

Te
-l

<SCORZZNRRFATILCOOKES USN, RIS 1310 Dp
LT PATRICK K. CONNERs USN, gREEPREGETSS ) '
CAPT REGIVALD C. UNDEIWOODs USMC . EhEms ..

n THE LOSSES LISTED PARA 2 OCTURRED IN FOUR SEPARATE EVENTS.

Ae €3) LCDR SPEICHERy VFA=-81 (F/A-18)y EMBARKED IN USS SARATOGA .2

WAS CONDUCTING A NIGMT STRIKE-MISSION IN THE VICINITY OF WEST '

BASHDAD ON 17JUAN91. h g
IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE IF THE

AIRCRAFT waS SPEICHER®S BUT NO OTHER AIRCRAFT WERE LOSTe THERE

ACONS REPORTED. e

L L] L ] ® ‘e L L ] L] [ ] [ ] e
>> PERSONAL FOR <<

CNO WASH DC : L
ACTION RADM GaLLo(1) o)
INFO 00¢1) 09¢1) SC(1)

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 4
HCN=9106?/10923 TOR=91069/23142 TAD=91070/08022 CDSN=CNT368

...o-c-o...o..-'o'.-"...oo PAGE 01 Q}

. SEEREILSREEAT * 1022162 F:ast;yl

...0.."......'.'......'...

b}
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*  —SECREALEREEAT 0 .

..Q....'......'.....'.....'

N L mE
T

S
O F N

33> SPESALANDTING  RECURED <<

— ml

AV A S AGE
DEFP AV Y

-

D

Sa 4

} , ( | __}
" 6e (Z)  HOPE THIS INFORMATION WILL ASSIST IN DEALING WITH THZ

FAMILIES. a CONCERN IS THAT WE RAISE NO FALSE HOPES. USCINCCENT
IS COORDINATING YITH COMPONENT COMMANDS AND THE ICRC YO LOCATE

MCN=91069710923 TOR=91069/23142 TAD=91070/08022 COSN=CNT368

) AR A A4 2 X L1 T T YT YOO EP PAGE 02/
™~ , . —SECREFTLEPEGAT * 1022162 FEB 9)
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Teveeeevlrensecrrevacrnncee

NAaVAL MESSAGE
DEPT OF NAVY
>>> SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED <<<

AND IVVESTIGATE ALL CRASH SITES. WE HAVE DIRECTED COMIDEASTFOR
TD CONDUCT SEARCH OPERIATIONS FOR THOSE SITES BELIEVED TO BE IN
THE ARABIAN GULFe WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED AS SITUATION
VARRANTSe WARM REGARDS ANG VERY RESPECTFULLYy BERNIE«//
DZCL/DADRZ/ BT . .

MCN=91069710923 TOR=91069/23142 TAD=91070708022 CDSN=CNT368

M A AL AL AL LR XL R T Y XY I WU GPUIEPIpIpay PAGE 03 OF 03 :

. SEERET LSRECAT * 1022162 FEB 91
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DTG : 290202Z JAN 91
EROM FM SSO DIA //IRAQ REGIONAL ITF//
- CONTROLS . : ‘
SECRE T NOFORN REL UK
QQQQ

SECTION 01 OF 02
frexmmmwnwws THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ***=w==xxxxw/
BODY
PASS: SSO FORSCOM PASS COPY TO DIA REP. SSO USTRANS PASS COPY TO
DIA REP. SSO SAC PASS COPY TO DIA REP. .SY SEC SHAPE PASS TO MR.
PULSINELLI, DIA REP TO SHAPE. DIRNSA PASS TO G-6/G-64/W-4/W-15/DAZ.
SSO DA PASS TO DCS-OPS & PLANS AND DAMI-FIC. SSO USEUCOM PASS TO
ECJ2, JIC, AND SOCEUR. SSO SAM PASS TO G2 FIFTH US ARMY.
SUBJ: MILITARY SITUATION SUMMARY (DOD-JIC) SUPPLEMENT AS OF 271900Z
_JAN 81 (C) o _
“(U) AIR DEFENSE:— o
~—_1)./ (S/NERELUK) _ - -

= (2). (S/NF/RELUK) A NAVY F-14 OVER H-2 AIRFIELD AND A NAVY 5
F/A-18 MCAR BAGHBAD WERE REPORTEDLY SHOT DOWN BY SA-2 MISSILES i e eemm—
WITHOUT ANY PRIOR WARHIKG ON THE RWR. THERE IS X0 EVIDENCE OF AN SA-2
SITE IN THE H-2 AREA, INDICATING THAT TH +-14 MAY IN FACT HAVE,BEEN

. SHOT DOWN BY AN SA-6 UNIT IN THE AREA. CLOUD COVER REDUCED THE 15;{%;¢£L’L_ ;
+ VISUAL WARNING TIME FOR THE F-14 PILOT. : A
r‘—m. ( S/NF/RFIIIK) _ L

(4. (s/NB/RELUK) o ' | B
(5).  (S/Nr/peLUK) : b]

(A). (S/MF7WN)

" A’/E [ A
Doz p

(B). (S/N%UK)

NOFORN REL UK e .




_ . ( ‘ { Ace:0030
r,c==::** BEGINNING OF SECTION 002 ™=*===/ —_—

(ch. (S/NF/@K) |

o

| : : : ¥ |
- . ' | - ' i Refen e 7/
; - ' N, Y Cx oy,
' (D). (S/NB/RELUK) | ; DFozrse Al
[ . | /

(6). (S/NAUK)

NOFORN REL UK



